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IN VICTORY OR DEFEAT, THE IDEAL PLACE T O  MEET IS

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL,
CASTLEBAR

Which has been the headquarters for all Mayo G.A.A. meetings In the past fifty years.

The Imperial Hotel is proud of its record in the G.A.A. field and it is also
tops for PARTIES, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, LOUNGE BAR ENTER
TAINMENT. F o r  an "IMPERIAL" time call to the

Imperial Hotel, Castlebar
Telephone: 3.

THE TRAVELLERS FRIEND HOTEL,
CASTLEBAR

THE GREATEST NAME IN CATERING FAME.
are the leaders in the

WEDDING RECEPTION AND DINNER DANCE BUSINESS.
Mayo's Top Groups provide the music in the T.F. LOUNGE every week-end.

The Travellers Friend Hotel adjoins the famed ROYAL BALLROOM, Castle-
bar, where Ireland's Top Showbands can be enjoyed.

The Travellers Friend Hotel
is THE place for DINNER DANCES, WEDDING RECEPTIONS.

'PHONE: CASTLEBAR 146 or 183.



The following Mayo people have won
£20 each last year in
Ciste Gael prizes:

John Langan, Ballina; Paddy Moran, Parke;
Seamus MacHale; Tom Rowley, Parke (twice);
John McAndrew, Ballina; Mick Duffy, Westport;
Christy Loftus, Newport; Tommy Byrne, Castle-
bar; Mick Loftus, Crossmolina; Bernie Gallagher,
Ballina.
Twice as many have won 2,10—and their clubs
get money, too, whether they win or not.

If you are not interested in those facts don't ask
anyone about Ciste Gael. Even your own club
secretary. Because he might let you join!
There's the bother of changing a £20 cheque.
And your club might refuse the other money.

NIL AON AIRGEAD AG TEASTAIL
LOUISE.
MAR DREW.

(COISTE ,MHUIGHEO AN CHEAP)



TROPHIES FOR
CHAMPIONS

See the selection of

Silver Cups
Plaques

Trophies
and

Medals

All engraving speedily carried out.

Eddie Egan
Jeweller

CASTLEBAR. 3 3 8 .
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KILTIMAGH
G.A.A.

BINGO
NO POOLS
NO GAGS

NO VAGUE PROMISES

£500
MUST BE WON

every

SUNDAY
NIGHT
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MACK'S
BAKERY
KILTIMAGH

Wish all their customers
a Happy Christmas

and
most prosperous 1976
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HENRY KENNY
"A GRACEFUL

COLOSSUS"
*  Jack Lynch, T.D.

MY FIRST sight of Henry Kenny was when
he played midfield with the Mayo teams
in the late 30's in Croke Park. A t  that
time he seemed to me to be an unobtru-
sive b u t  graceful collossus—paradoxical
though this description may seem to be.

7.

t h O M i t \ , ,

I  compared him then in my own mind with
some of his contemporaries or near con-
temporaries l ike Paddy Kennedy, Sean
Brosnan of Kerry,  Tommy Murphy o f
Laois, and other midfielders whose names
and fame will live for many long years.



But I  never actually met him during these
years on or  off the field. C o r k  were not
in the forefront o f  football achievements
in these years and by far the greater part
of my inter-county activities were confin-
ed to hurling.

When our football fortunes improved in the
early and middle 40's the on ly  Western
team we met in the A l l -Ireland series was
Galway, that was in the semi-final of 1945.
So I  had to wait until Henry Kenny enter-
ed the f l a i l  i n  later years to meet  h i m
personally and then his graceful and easy
style of oratory in the House remInded me
of his manner and style as a footballer.
Just as he never overworked the football
on the playing field, be never overused a
phrase or  over-elaborated his contribution
to a debate; thus his performance seemed
to me on and off the field always the more
effective.

Because of  my lack of onnortunity to meet
Ilenry Kenny during his and my nlaying
days, m y  knowledoe of h im therefore is
confined to  o u r  relations one w i t h  the
other as members o f  Da i l  Eireann. O f
course he had l imited opportunity as a
hack-bencher o f  the  Opposition d u r i n g
most of his neriod in the f la i l  but  in  the
short two and a half years since he became
a Parliamentary Secretary a l l  his talents
seemed to come to the surface. One  thing
that impressed me. and indeed many others
as well, was that he never in any way was
intolerant or tried to be overbearing.

He never nretended to have more knowledge
about any particular subject which was
being -debated than he actually knew he
possessed. Indeed, i f  he was asked a ques-
tion the answer to which he did not know,
he most readily and commendably admitt-
e i  that he did not have the information but
that i f  it was reauired he would seek it out
and provide i t  another time.

More than that he never took advantage of
a Deputy on the Opposition side who may
not have sufficient knowledge of a partiu-
lar topic which was brought un for discus-
sion and he invariably imported a sense of
humour r ight  through his replies to  de-
bates or parliamentary questions.

Long before his
deared himself
alike and t he
which he bore

illness he had already en-
to nolitical friend and foe
courageous manner w i t h
his illness even enhanced

that endearment i f  this was possible. I t
fell to my lot to engage Henry Kenny in
debate i n  Dail  Eireann on the very last
day he was present in the House.

I know that even then he realised that this
was to b e  his last day and tha t  he was
making his last contribution in  Dail Eir-
eann but right through he maintained his
cheerful approach.

In fact, I  believe he actually said to one of
his colleagues after Question Time in the
flail that day that his replies to my supple-
mentary questions were to be his last.

8.

I feel certain that his lively wit is now mak-
ing Heaven a n  e v e n  happ ie r  place.
Suajmhneas siorrai d'a anam.



PADDY MOCLAIR, one o f  the great  f u l l
forwards of  a l l  t ime, and present Presi-
dent of the County Board, described Henry
Kenny as "Ireland's greatest midfielder."

"I lost a  life-long friend when Henry died.
We were reared together and the first day
he went to school I  took him along by the
hand," he said.

He added: "Henry was a man who never said
a word or did a thing to hurt anyone, and
that was the way he was on the field, too.
He was a true sportsman."

•

Another colleague, GERALD COURELL, has
no doubt about the standards Henry set.
" I  would p u t  him i n  the same class as
Padraig Carr  ey o r  Mick O'Connell as a
midfielder. Never  in my life did I  see him
deliberately foul an apponent. He was like
O'Connell in that respect: he always play-
ed the ball."

He went on: " I  have one abiding memory of
him: we were playing i n  Boston and we
were awarded a free fifty yards out. Henry
came up and shot i t  over with the left foot,
and i f  the nosts had been twenty yards fur-
there he wculd s t i l l  have landed it .  I t
was one o f  the finest kicks I  ever saw.
"And another thing I  wi l l  always remem-
ber h im for  was his great sense o f  hum-
our."

JACKIE CARNEY, who played wi th Henry
from 1934 t o  1943, said that as a  mid-
fielder Henry Kenny had few peers in the
history of Mayo football.

"In jumping for  a high ball, and could he
riEe, he had a very effective ploy: he would
cnring or bounce off his opponent and land
perfectly balanced t o  clear t he  b a l l  o r
place a team-mate.

"He was one of the finest gentlemen i t  has
been my  privilege to  know. H e  was al-
ways there to encourage players, never to
criticise, and h is  great spir i t  helped us
along the road to win those seven national
leagues and the A l l -Ireland in 1936 Dur-
ing the n ine years I  played w i t h  him I
never knew him to lose his temper.

"He took the knocks and gave them with that
lovely smile o f  his. M a y  God r e s t  h is
his soul."

BRENDAN NESTOR, Galway A l l -Ireland
footballer and President Connacht Coun-
cil: "Henry Kenny was one o f  the most
stylist centrefield players I  ever saw. A s
an opponent o n  the  f ie ld  and as a man
with whom I  worked o n  the  Connacht
Council, he  was one of  nature's gentle-
men."

DOC O'CALLAGHAN, Roscommon A l l -Ire-
land footballer: 4  knew Henry from our
schoolboy days when he was playing with
St. Gerald's College, Castlebar. H e  and
Paddy Kennedy,  Ker ry,  were t h e  t w o
greatest midfielders I  ever saw. T h e r e
has been nothing since to equal them."

"Ni luide an t-suailce I 'ranm,"
Chuidigh se le lag 's le fauir,
Eisean a bhi lach 's mor,
Ard a cheim anois sa ghloir.

o Ghleannta Aontroma go Tra LI,
Bhain se call le funneimh 's bri,
Ba é treise rith 's leim,
Nach minic a shil gur bhuail se an speir.!

Thart laol lar pairce ba é an ri,
Sharaigh orthu uilige a chlaoi,
Ba docht 's ba daingean a pheire cos,
'S ba crdbach cnarnhach a pheire bos.

NI raibh se gangaideach mo lean,
Ach aolbh an ghhaire ar a bheal,
'S é ag briseadh frid an t-slua,
Nach mion 's nach minic a rug se bua.

Glaine crol agus laidreacht geag,
Naisleacht nach rachfaldh choiche in eag.
Beart de reir briathair comhra grol,
Geal i a leabaidh dTeach an RI.

PADRAIC SEOIGHTHE.
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Fr. Leo Morahan.

" •  Turkey & Ham Sessions
'Deanta in Eireann' Socials
Club Conventions

T H E  IDEA seems t o  per-
sist, i n  spite o f  frequent

expressed correction, t h a t
the G A A i s  a n  association
for the playing o f  football,
some hurling, less handball
and nothing more. I t  might
be worth while for  any club
to spot-check among uncom-
mitted residents i n  i ts  area
to ascertain what is  i t  that
the association represents
for them. Indeed the idea is
accepted among too many of
the c lubs themselves t h a t
activity means f ie ld-activity
and hence only summer and
outdoor activity. This in turn
entails that the period o f  a
club's act ive campaign i s
determined b y  the fortunes
of i ts  major field-teams. I n
such a  situation t h e  on l y
club activities during winter
are an annual dinner, a club
convention, and some fund-
raising social events. Th i s
set-up "would be scanned";
for i t  is perhaps more com-
mon than we care to admit.

The club's annual dinner
became a n  accepted a n d
desired feature of  social life
some ten or more years ago.
It was  a n  excellent idea
even i f  not original; bu t  in
time i t  suffered, as do all the
excellent ideas, b y  be ing
repeated ad nauseam. Every
other sizeable c lub  i n  the
area wanted t o  have  a n
annual dinner —  and why
not?—except tha t  one can
have too  much o f  a  good
thing.

Gilbert's observation i s
relevant:

When everybody's some-
body,

Then no-one's anybody!

The local GAA club must
not, o f  course, imagine that
other clubs should not copy
(if not indeed precede) us in
this idea; rather i t  must in-
ject i ts own new ideas and
unique characteristics t o
create a variant, a difference

10.

Scor"
which patrons w i l l  welcome
and enjoy. There is no real
substitute for  good ideas. In
view o f  the recurring deci-
mal frequency of turkey-and-
ham sessions, as well as the
prohibitive costs of such ful l
meals, thought is being seri-
ously given by some organi-
sation to holding a buffet and
social event rather than the
annual formal dinner. The
idea must be balanced out
by consideration for  patrons
who really do wish fo r  an
occasional social event f o r
which to  dress more form-
ally and enjoy social formali-
ties. Should a  c lub  revive
"deanta i n  E i r i n n "  social
and meal i n  i t s  own local
hall wh ich  was  t h e  fo re-
runner o f  t h e  organised
annual dinner in an outside
hotel? Or  should these two
forms alternate f r o m  year
to year? Economic factors
may well decide; but i f  they
don't a  club would do wel l
to organise thoughtfully and



the easy  cl iche. I t  does
seem imperative, f o r  i n -
stance, tha t  a t  either such
function speeches should be
few, short and wel l -prepar-
ed; and that concern should
be g iven t o  t h e  k i n d  o f
entertainment provided —
rather t h a n  handing o v e r
the entire party for a whole
night to  the merciless deci-
bels o f  a  typically modern
music group. Finances d o
impose constraints b u t  i n -
evitably good ideas translat-
ed into home-produced enter-
tainment w i l l  remove such
inhibitions as lack o f  funds
can entail.

The club convention is, as
a rule, never taken wi th  a
deserving quotient o f  seri-
ousness. Convention i s  t he
moment o f  decision: t h e
practical opportunity for any
member who ,  du r i ng  t h e
year has said: "What  they
should d o  about tha t  ru le
is . "  E v e r y  single
motion passed at any Easter
Congress, and every single
rule in the Treorai Oifigiuil,
had t o  originate i n  some
club and should have been
debated and carried at  that
club's convention. Besides,
it i s  a t  convention tha t  a
club makes i ts major decis-
ions—such as, say, the elec.
tion o f  officers—which can-
not be '  reversed un t i l  next
convention.

There remains the quest-
ion of social events for fund-
raising—probably t he  most
unwanted chore o f  all. Our
brand of  civilization has for
some t ime  past acquiesced
in the belief that the easiest
way to collect money is  to
organise a  d a n c e  ( a f t e r
legal dr ink ing hours); b u t
there i s  the attendant haz-
ard, among others, that nor-
mal b a n d  fees  a r e  h i g h
enough t o  make any treas-
urer think twice o f  running

such a function at all. Could
we i n  the  present context
re-direct c lub  attention t o
another excellent idea — the
Scor competitions? S o m e
Mayo clubs, based i n  areas
which are traditionally very
rich i n  such talent, have
never yet  competed i n  the
solo o r  g roup  events o f
dancing, singing, question-
time o r  instrumental music.
Yet, at a time when we have
become i n  many  ways a
nation .o f  spectators, such
events provide u s  w i t h  a
real challenge; a  challenge
of quality, t o  the  cheaper
mass programmes so freely
available. W h e n  p roper l y
organised t h e  competitions
have paid handsome finan-
cial reward into the bargain.
Of course the preparation is
more demanding than fo r  a
dance; b u t  who  can deny

that this very preparation is
itself we l l  worth whi le  as
the ve ry  s tuff  w i t h  which
the association should b e
involved.

Nil ga anois go  mbeadh
fo-chumann a r  b i th  diomh-
aoin t r e i s  imeachta i  n a
bliana ar an bpairc a bheith
thart. N i  go minic a  bhios
bua an cheoil, no an rinnce,
no a n  dramaiocht a g  a n
bpeileadoir no ag an iomanai
cliutuil; ach bionn daoine
ngach c lub a g  a  bh fu i l  a
leitheidi agus n i  bhionn ann
ach an lan-tacaiocht a thabh-
airt doibh—an sort  ceanna
tacaiochta is a  chug siadsan
don fhoireann pairce i  r i th
an tsamhraidh.

Ar s c a t h  a  c h e i l e  a
mhaireas muid.

Leon 0  Morchain.

THE PRIZE (R5)
offered by the Mayo Chairman

(through the well-known
"Gaelic Sport" column

"Junior Desk") for a school essay
on

"The G.A.A. and Advertising
Standards"

has been divided between
John Greaney,

St. Patrick's Training College,
and

Joseph Woods,
Cloneyogan, Lahinch.

Unfortunately, pressure of time and space cause
us to defer publication of the essays in this issue.
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SCOR A N  INTEGRAL PART OF THE B.A.A.

SCOR— or talent competition as i t  is known
in some quarters—is a n  integral pa r t  o f
each G.A.A. Club i n  the country. Comortas
Scor was set u p  b y  the executive o f  the
G.A.A. to f i l l  the  void created by  the lack
of competitive matches dur ing the  winter
months. I t  also fulf i l ls the requirements (of
Rule 3 (b)) of the Official Guide which states
"the Association shal l  support tradit ional
Irish dancing, music, song and other aspects
of Irish culture."

As in other facets of the Association, Scor
is much stronger in some Clubs and in some
dPvisions than others.

The importance that the G.A.A. place on
Scor can be gauged from the 1974 Congress
when t h e  fo l lowing mot ion was  passed
unanimously—"that i t  be  made obligatory
for all County Boards to set up a "SPECIAL
COMMITTEE" to promote, organise and run
Scor competitions in each county."

This Committee was set up in  Mayo with
two representatives from each division, but
it would be wrong to suggest t ha t  i t  i s  a
100% success. This is due mainly to the fact
that members are nominated b y  divisions
who have not  genuine interest i n  the pro-
motion of Scor at county level.

Some members o f  the  Scor Committee
feel t h a t  members o f  t h e  County  a n d
Divisional Boards could show a l i t t le more

says Gerry Henry
enthusiasm for the Scor competitions at the
various stages.

1975 was a  year o f  mixed fortunes f o r
Mayo competitors in both Scor na n-Og and
Scor. I n  Scor na n-Og, Castlebar Mitchels
and Ballyhaunis won o n e  Connacht t i t l e
each. The Mitchels, represented by Finnbar
O'Reilly, Colm O'Nei l l  and  Finian Joyce,
were successful i n  Question Time,  whi le
Sheila Kneafsey, Ballyhaunis, annexed the
title for  instrumental music.

Miss Kneafsey put up a great show at the
All-Ireland Finals in Clara, Co. Offaly, while
the Mitchels boys lost their chance of taking
the "Crown" through missing a "soft one."

The ful l  list of  county winners in Scor na
n-Og, 1975, is:

Figure dancing—Ardmoy: A. Finnerty, T.
McDonnell, P.  Staunton, M. Moyles, G. Jen-
nings, M. McDonnell, J. Farrell, M. Staunton.

Instrumental music—Ballyhaunis: Sheila
Kneafsey.

Solo ballad—Kiltane: Mary Reilly.
Novelty act—Breaffy: Maura King, Evelyn

Bourke, Geraldine McDonagh.
Question time—Mitchels: F.  O'Reilly, C.

O'Neill, F. Joyce.
Recitation—St. Colman's: Frank Fahy.
Set dancing—Castlebar Mitchels: U n a

Neary, M a r y  Gavin, E d e l  Quinn, Debbie
Groarke, Mary Gavin, Emer Downes, Noreen
Redmond, Michelle Jordan.

Ballad groups—Westport: Patricia Brady,
Maria McKenna, Ann Dever, Mary Connolly,
Mary McNally.

In Scor, Mayo j u s t  won one Connacht
title. Ballinrobe, represented by Mrs. Angela
Gill, Mrs. C.  O'Toole, A ine  Whelan, Anne
Conroy, Gearoid Mulrooney, Peter Fleming,
Paddy Moran, To m  Treacy, w o n  the  set
dancing. Despite their best efforts they were
beaten i n  t h e  A l l -Ireland Finals a t  t h e
Leisureland, Galway, on the 5th April, 1975.

Even i n  defeat t hey  d i d  Mayo proud.
Incidentally, two o f  the judges a t  the A l l -
Ireland Finals  were U n a  N i  Ghabhlain,
Castlebar Mitchels, and Rev. Fr.  P.  Scahill,
Balla, a fitt ing tribute to two of Scor's best.

Overall, Scor is in  a healthy position i n
Mayo thanks to the troi an work that is being
done by men like Bi l ly  Horan, Bob Triggs
and a small band on enthusiasts.
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"FOOTBALL

BECAME

A SUBJECT

I AVOIDED"

by Tommy O'Malley

SPORT I N  MANY WAYS is a  reflection
of life, and the year just ended incorporated
for me  moments o f  joy, disappointment,
frustration and the unexpected.

When the competitive season resumed in
February the Mayo team were in the for-
tunate position of having full points from
their pre-Christmas ties in the League. After
beating Wicklow we faced a  formidable as-
signment in Derry at Castlebar. W i t h  three
minutes of playing time left we were led by
one point, and a Derry victory looked assur-
ed. However, J. P.  Kean, the Claremorris
man with the shrewd football brain, balanced
matters and in a vertible cliff-hanger finish
that man with the mighty kick, Mick Higgins
of Westport, put us into the National League
semi-final with a  tremendous point from a
placed ball fully sixty yards out. T h i s  win
gave me the utmost satisfaction as i t  gave
evidence o f  a  new-found spirit i n  Mayo's
play, and i t  refuted the widely held view
that we lacked the capacity t o  fight back
when in arreas. Meath were our opponents
in the semi-final and not for the first time
the doughty Midlanders proved a bogey for
a Mayo team.

Three weeks after that disappointing dis-
play against Meath, my spirits were liftett
when I  was named as captain of the Mayo
team. I  appreciated the honour all the more
because my uncle, Seamus, captained the first
Mayo team to bring the Sam Maguire t o

13.



Mayo, and in my imaginative moments I had
visions of history repeating itself. A f te r  our
anticipated easy victory over London in the
opening round we faced Roscommon on their
home ground. F i n e  displays by Ger Feeney,
Ger Farragher and Frank Burns earned us
the laurels, and so the stage was set for our
encounter with Sligo in the Connacht final.
Sligo, bidding for their first Connacht title,
were leading by seven points with twenty
minutes to go, but Mayo, manifesting that
spirit which they displayed against Derry in
the League, rallied in magnificent style and

fore el a replay, to be decided in Castlebar.
The advant!Ige of a home venue made us fav-
ouri'es Cidie replay, but Sligo, taking their
chance., recorded an historic win.

Although the -lefeat had a positive aspect
in the u s e  „hat there seemed to be hope
for the f4ture, I  would not be human if I  did
not feel despondent. Football became a sub-
ject I  avoided, but my interest was soon re-
awakened by our local juvenile team. I  had
been appointed their trainer by my club and
the enthusiasm and dedication they display-
ed soon banished the effects of the Connacht
final. I n  fact one of my proudest moments
was when their captain, Jimmy Maughan,
was presented with the South Mayo cup.

I do not wish to criticise referees, as I feel
they have a very d'fficult task. However, I
am of the view that steps will have to be
taken by all units of the Association to for-
mulate rules which will give more adequate
protection to players. There is also a grave
need for uniformity in the interpretation of
rules and a positive step in the creation of
more referees might be the holding of in-
struction courses by  college councils and
boards.

I mentioned at the outset that sport can
provide the unexpected. O n  my way back
from France on the boat, the "St. Patrick,"
I met Mickey O'Sullivan, the Kerry captain.
Naturally our thoughts turned to football and
the All-Ireland, and Mickey proclaimed that
Kerry would win the A l l -Ireland i f  Oggry
Moran was placed at centre half forward. I
,disagreed with his viewpoint, holding that
Dublin would win and that Moran's best posi-
tion was on the wing, either in defence or
attack. Subsequent events proved the cor-
rectness of Mickey's judgment. Ker ry  need
have no worries when Mick O'Dwyer retires

The year 1975 then was like the celebrated
curate's egg—good i n  spots. L e t ' s  hope
1976 will realise the dream of every Maycl
Gael—the winning of  the All-Ireland.
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EAST MAYO

DIVISION DOMINATED BY
CHARLESTOWN

CHARLESTOWN-UNDER-21 COUNTY CHAMPIONS.

CHARLESTOWN, in the doldrums of Mayo
football since the mid-sixties, bounded back
into the Mayo G.A.A. limelight in 1975 with
some splendid successes, including the win-
ning of the Mayo Under 21 football title.

predicted at a time when football was at
its lowest ebb in  this citadel of  the G.A.A.
in Mayo that Charlestown would make a slow
but complete recovery. T h i s  they did with

the aid o f  the faithful few, capably led by
Mr. Ernie Salmon, the "father" of East Mayo
football, whose unceasing and tireless efforts
in the interests of the code marks him as an
institution in  Mayo i n  general and Charles-
town i n  particular. Those  who also helped
in bringing about the revival included Hubert
Flannery, Bobbie O'Connell, John Lenihan
Marty Horkan and Tom Gavigan.

15.
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The lesson learned by Charlestown which
could be applied to every area was that suc-
cess would come i f  particular attention was
paid to under age football and the involve-
ment o f  the youth in the administration o f
the club. A t  the last annual general meeting
Bobbie O'Connell and Ernie Salmon stood
down to allow two youthful members, Aiden
Henry and Pat Walsh, to be elected chairman
and secretary respectively. T h e y  wi th  the
other members o f  the committee worked
hard and di l igently in bringing about the
successful completion o f  a  very  heavy fix-
ture l is t  involving upwards o f  40 matches.
Charlestown certainly set the pace in East
Mayo football in  1975, and their fast, open
brand of football was reminiscent of the great
Charlestown Sarsfields sides of the past.

Their success i n  the Under 21 champion-
ship overshadowed the victories they gained
in the other grades, and the first real indica-
tion of  the side's potential was evidenced in
the Divisional decider when Charlestown de-
feated the 1974 Eastern tit le holders, Bally-
haunis, with a  brisk, workmanlike perform-
ance.

In the county semi-final they proved too
good f o r  Westport and overcame a  f i ne
Garrymore side in the final, the second half
of which was particularly exciting. A  great
goal by Brian Hegarty, however, clinched the
issue for  Charlestown. T h i s  was indeed a
great team effort but specific mention must
be made of the part played by the captain of
the side, Pat Walsh, and by Eamonn Brett,
who were the driving forces behind the team.
The panel also included: John Lundy, Marty
Regan, Fintan Brett, Tommy Carney, Francie
Henry, Joe Munds, Brian Hegarty, Declan
O'Donnell, J o h n  Donohue, A lden  H e n r y,
Derek Henry, Denis Carney, Leo Henry and
T. Giblin.

MINORS AND JUNIORS WIN

The foundation of  the Charlestown minor
football team was laid in 1974 when Charles-
town won the county under 16 t i t le and i t
was generally felt that the prospects for  the
team were good. T h e  players were brought
together and trained and won the East Mayo
championship, beating Aughamore i n  t h e
final following a replay. They  won their way
to the county final but  went under to a  f i t
and fas t  St. Gerard's side, t h e  Southern
champions. Charlestown were handicapped

to a degree in this game as they had to line
out without thei r  ace marksman and free-
taker, Joseph Munds.

Charlestown also carr ied o f f  t h e  West
Mayo jun ior  football t i le, powered by  the
bulk of the Under 21 side, and in the decid-
er against Kiltimagh they gave an excellent
display o f  high powered football to emerge
victorious. Charlestown went under to Bal-
lintubber in the county semi-final in a game
which was marred by the unfortunate acci-
dent to the Charlestown full-forward, Michael
Gilroy, who is wished a speedy recovery.

Charlestown were also very prominent in
the Under Age competitions—Primary, Un-
der 14 and Under 16. They  qualified for the
East Mayo final in the Under 16 competition
and were extremely unlucky to lose to Augha-
more, a feature of the game being the num-
ber o f  times Charlestown hi t  the woodwork.

The dedicated back-room staff and the zeal
and determination o f  the  players m a d e
Charlestown the leading football  force i n
East Mayo competitions in 1975, and all the
club members and the players are to be com-
mended on the success which attended their
efforts.

SWINFORD WIN

Swinford continues to remain in  the lead
in the Primary Schools section and had an
excellent win over Kiltimagh in the Eastern
final.

Aughamore Under 14 footballers were the
second East Mayo team to win a county final
in 1975.

The complete line-up of the East  Mayo
finals is as follows:—

Primary Schools: Swinford beat Kiltimagh.

Under 14—Aughamore beat Swinford.

Under 16: Aughamore beat Charlestown.

Minor: Charlestown beat Aughamore.
Junior: Charlestown beat Kiltimagh.
Under 21: Charlestown beat Ballyhaunis.
Canon Henry Cup: Ki l t imagh beat Charles-

town.
16.



Ballaghaderreen and the
07klahony Brothers--

by Tom Shiel

Fiercely

Loyal

To

Mayo

Football

WHERE A  WINDING STREAM cuts a n
irregular borderline between Mayo and Ros-
common at Magheraboy, nea r  Ballaghader-
reen, Cork migrant Stephen O'Mahony built
himself a grocery shop, and  la te r  f o r  h is
sons John, Dan and Stephen a  football
pitch.

Usually deserted, Ki lmovee sportsfield,
three miles away, produced few footballers
of worth, bu t  the ever functional Maghera-
boy family pitch welded the three O'Mahony
youngsters i n t o  performers w i t h  dist inct
promise.

Ten years have passed and the Sundays
and the summer evenings have quietened in
the small pitch where miskicks often drove
the ball across the stream into Roscommon.
But on other  pitches, i n  f r on t  o f  bigger
crowds, the name O'Mahony has assumed a
far greater significance.

Quiet spoken 22-years-old John, who teach-
es in St. Nathy's College, won an A l l -Ireland
minor medal with Mayo in 1971. Tw o  years
ago he won an Under-21 runners-up medal,
brit last year took the premier medal when
Mayo beat Antr im in  a replayed A l l -Ireland
final.

Ideally built for a defensive position, John
is a player not to be easily hustled off  the
ball, and since his senior debut for Mayo in
the league against Galway three years ago, he
has, with the exception of short breaks, main-
tained the left corner back position since.

17.



Dan O'Mahony (24) and Stephen (19) have
spiritual vocations a s  well as vocations t o
football, and they are in  their last and first
years respectively in Maynooth College.

Like John, D a n  has helped in  Ballagha-
derreen's upward progression f r o m  jun io r
ranks, winning minor, junior, intermediate,
Under-21 and senior medals with the club
from 1968 to 1973.

Dan never played senior football for Mayo
but won Under-21 Connacht medals in  1970
and 1971. H e  became the f i rs t  non-county
plaverd f r o m  the province to  play i n  t h e
Railway Cup competition when he lined out
for the Combined Universities.

John followed Dan, and Stephen followed
John from the now closed Magheraboy Na-
tional School to  St. Nathy's College where
regular training rubbed off to the best poss-
ible effect on the eager brothers.

Stephen, who has now gained a place on
the Ballaghaderreen senior team along with
John, w o n  juveni le a n d  m ino r  Connacht
titles while in Nathy's, but along with these
medals Dan also won a senior one.

Former Nathy's president and trainer o f
the senior team from 1956 to 1968, Fr. Tom
Lynch, now curate i n  Kilmovee, looks back
on the  O'Mahonys and h i s  other  football
pupils with justified relish.

In 1957 w i t h  fo rmer  Mayo s ta r  M i c k
Ruane in their ranks, Nathy's won the Hogan
Cup and in other years the Achonry Diocesan
College had players like Dermot Earley (Ros-
common), Barnes Murphy, Tom Colleary and
Paddy Henry (Sligo), Mel Flanagan (Roscom-
mon), and Sean Kilbride and Con Moynihan
of Mayo.

"The three O'Mahony lads were al l  great
enthusiasts and I  w i l l  especially remember
John fo r  his magnificent, unselfish displays
at full-back as a juvenile," said the former
history teacher who was f o r  some years
president of  the Connacht Colleges Council.

John is not particularly despondent over
Mavo's relatively poor showing in the League
and says that i n  the l ight o f  experience i t
may augur better fo r  their  chances in the
1976 championship.

"Sligo were worse than our present state
at this stage last year. I  am sure that de-
spite the critics, Johnny Carey can make
something of the team—and there are plenty
of critics in Mayo," he said.

Despite the signs of revival in the Galway
camp, John feels the Tribesmen w i l l  n o t
have reached the i r  best b y  championship
time and with Sligo and Roscommon display-

ing the form they  have shown of  late, i t
should be Mayo's year in Connacht.

But he warned that unless the Mayo team,
which is mostly composed o f  players f rom
the 1974 A l l -Ireland Under 21 team, are to
make the big time then they must do i t  in
the next two years, or  never.

"Even though we have lost, the spir i t  o f
the A l l -Ireland winning Under 21 side is still
with us. B u t  one only plays Under 21 foot-
ball f o r  three years, while playing fo r  the
seniors involves a ten year commitment, so
nerhaps there is a difference of attitude on
the part of the players."

Even though the cathedral t own  of Bal-
laghaderreen is in Roscommon, for  adminis-
trative purposes i t  has always staunchly sup-
ported Mayo in  football, a loyalty that prob-
ably dates to the turn o f  the century. when
the town was encompassed i n  an enlarged
East Mayo boundary.

For John O'Mahony, whose mother comes
C-om Bangor Erris, and his father from Dun-
manway, Co. Cork, there was no question as
to where his football loyalty would go. "The
greatest rivals and the greatest supporters
come from border areas and that's how my
love fo r  football  and for  Mayo came i n t o
being."
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"TRAINER"

GREHAM'S

UNFAILING

LOYALTY

TO

MAYO

WRAPPED UP in  a heavy, dark overcoat,
cap pulled down tightly over the eyes, likely
as not uipe in mouth; just as likely bubbling
with effervescent enthusiasm over some foot-
ball match or other.

That surely is  Panpy Greham, a  part  of
the Ballina scene and as regular in his rout-
ine as the post office clock which looks down
O'Rahilly Street every day on Paddy as he
makes his way towards Clarkes newsagency
and cake shop.
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But Paddy Greham is known much further
abroad than the confines of Ballina. H e  has
followed sucessive Mayo teams far and wide
and has had a place in the pre-match parades,
i,ruronv waving the green and red flag and
displaying the same colours on the lapel of
his coat.

A Mayo occasion of any importance with-
out Paddy would be akin to Hamlet without
the Prince!

Paddy, who lives i n  Ardnaree, has been
following Ballina and Mayo football for many
years; so much so that he is part of it. H e
will readily ta lk  about the thirties, o f  the
great Gerald Courell, Paddy Moclair and the
late Henry Kenny.

He goes through the forties reeling off
scorelines and names w i t h  obvious relish,
giving fair stick too to that referee who had
charge of the Al l -Ireland of 1948 when Cavan
beat Mayo by a point (4-5 to 4-4).

But he does not dwell on the subject, pre-
ferring to jump on to 1950 and 1951 when
Mayo did the county and the game proud
with successive Sam Maguire Cup wins. H e
has a special word o f  gratitude for  Michael
O'Hehir who mentioned him over the radio:
now the voice of  O'Hehir brings a gleam to
his eye—it is the signal which sparks off the
remembrance of old glory again.

Paddy is known to his friends as "Trainer"
wild he loves i t .  H e  was so christened by
Mayo players because of his unfailing attend-
ance at Mayo training sessions in Ballina in
1950 and 1951 when Gerald Courell and
Jack;e Carney, the  Babe Ruth and Pocket
Hercules greats o f  t he  Thirt ies, were  i n
charge of the team. Paddy religiously togg-
ed out in  the number 18 jersey at  training
sessions and his inherent good humour and
love of a laugh broke the monotony of  many
a gruelling training session.

Paddy's favourite o f  that era  was Tom
Langan, the great fu l l -forward f rom Bally-
castle. To m  endeared himself to Paddy when
he went to his rescue in Croke Park in 1950
when an official tried to order "Trainer" out
of the ore-match parade. Ano ther  favourite
footballer was John Morley.

Paddy was at the 1936, 1950 and 1951 Al l -
Ireland finals. H e  was at the 1967 A l l -Ire-
land U-21 replay, too, a t  Ballinasloe when
Mayo defeated Kerry. T h e  referee in charge
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that day, John Moloney, assured himself o f
a much kinder remembrance than the 1948
man when he called upon Paddy to throw in
the ball to start the match.

More recently, Paddy d id  the honours
again, th is  t ime i n  conjunction w i th  t he
County U-14 f inal when he was called upon
by the Chairman of the County Board, Rev.
Fr. Leo Morahan, to present the tropy to the
captain of  the Ballina team, Nial Heffernan.

"Trainer" is a loyal member of the Ballina
Branch of the PTAA and a few years ago he
received his gold pin to mark f i f ty  years in
the organisation.

When I  met him recently Paddy was look-
ing forward t o  two things—Mayo back i n
Croke Park on A l l -Ireland Day, and an in-
vitation t o  t h e  annual d inner o f  Ball ina
Stephenites.

"Sure ye won't forget me"? he asked.

"No." I  assured him as he held my hand
in that typical embrace. F o r  who could ever
forget "Trainer" Greham!
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Old footballers never
die, they keep on
winning medals!

by "Tor"

WHATEVER ELSE one might say abor
footballers, never, just never, say they don't
come back! F o r  footballers are like mining
prospectors, panning away f o r  thei r  gold:
sometimes they  f i n d  i t ,  o ther  t imes they
don't, but they keen on searching. A n d  once
they strike a vein they press on relentlessly!

A case in  point was Crossmolina's junior
championship success this year after a thir-
teen years lapse, or  rather the bridging of a
thirteen years gap by  two players who saw
colleagues come and go while they battled
on.

The men in question are John Joe Tolan
and P. J. Loftus, two of the keymen in 1962
just as they were in 1975. T o  gain a second
junior medal a f te r  such a lapse i n  t ime
points to the kind o f  perseverance everyone
likes to see rewarded.

Both played minor football together, l in -
ing out for Belmullet in 1959 when Crossmo-
lina did not have an U-18 team. T h e  team

was beaten by five points by Carras in  the
final after beating Ballina, the holders, i n
the North Mayo final.

The following year P. J., a fitter by trade,
and John Joe, who runs a  thriving victuall-
ing business in the heart of the town, made
their way on to the junior team, and in 1961
they were on the team which was beaten in
the county final by Garrymore.

21.
J. J. TOLAN



P. J. LOFTUS

Consolation was t o  come the  following
year when Crossmolina beat the Neale in the
county final, thus giving P. J. and John Joe
their f i rst  county medals. T h e  fol lowing
year they were on t h e  Crossmolina team
which lost to Castlebar in the county senior
championship final, but they fulfilled an am-
bition o f  a medal i n  the grade by gaining
places on the North Mayo team which beat
Ballina in the 1968 county final.

Lanky P. J., of  course, had by then pro-
gressed to the Mayo senior team where his
tremendous high fetching ability was a de-
and 1969, and a National League medal in
cided asset at  midfield. H e  won two Conn-
acht S.F.C. medals with his county in  1967
1970, a s  wel l  a s  a Wembley Tournament
medal.

John Joe ToIan, one of  the most elegant
and accurate kickers o f  a bal l ,  w o n  two
Connacht junior championship medals with
his county in the Sixties, but so far has fail-
ed to win the medal he wanted most, funnily
enough at Intermediate level. O f  course,
Crossmolina made several great bids to win
the Intermediate crown but somehow always
fell just short of the target.

Perhaps now that Crossmolina are Inter-
mediate again John Joe wil l  realise his most
cherished ambition o f  a l l  and f i l l  the only
notable void i n  his f ine collection o f  club
championship medals.

RETIRED PREMATURELY
P. J. Loftus retired from club and county

football a few years ago, prematurely many
felt, not least h is  own club selectors who
cajoled him back into the beloved maroon
strip again this year. H i s  presence added
weight and strength to  the attack and he
turned i n  several fine displays en route to
the final.

His brother, Emmet, figured a t  midfield
on the Crossmolina side, playing w i t h  a s
much distinction in that position as his bro-
ther had previously.

Neither P. J. nor John Joe have any f i rm
football plans for the future. A lmos t  at the
end o f  chequered careers on the field they
are now happy to play from game to game
without questioning what the future holds.

But with the fine performances o f  newly
promoted junior champions i n  recent years
who is to say John Joe ToIan and P. J. Lof-
tus won't achieve that elusive Intermediate
gold in 1976?
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JIMMY DUGGAN.

Words by Tom Stile!

ALL-STAR

DUGGAN

OVERLOOKED

BY A Y O

AS A

MINOR

JIMMY DUGGAN was only a sapling of a
youngster, t ha t  heartbreak 1966 Connacht
Final day i n  Castlebar, but  he planted the
seeds of Mayo's defeat when Liam Sammon
took his pinpoint pass in the agonising clos-
ing minutes and kicked Galway's winning
point.

This was Duggan, the high fielding stylist,
at his best, and the same year, though only
nineteen, he won his only A l l -Ireland medal,
gaining his spurs wi th  the history making
three in a row side.
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Earlier in the  year he had captained St.
Jarlath's College, Tuam, to victory in another
All-Ireland Final with with such an inunacu-
late display o f  football that i t  was hard to
believe that three years before, as captain
of Claremorris minor team, he was ignored
by the Mayo selectors.

Born to Galway parents, but having spent
four years l i v i ng  i n  Claremorris, J immy
Duggan admits t o -day that  he  might  have
played for  Mayo had he been given any re-
cognition as a minor.

But •there were other guiding forces in the
direction of his loyalty, not the least of which
was the, fact that his mother comes f r o m
Corofin, nea r  Tuam, and his father.  Joe,
from Annaghdown, near the shores of Lough
Corrib.

Joe Duggan played for Galway from 1939
to 1947, and his brother-in-law, the famed
Paddy Stephens of  Corofin, won an A l l -Ire-
land medal with the maroon and white i n
1938.

In his early footballing years Jimmy Dug-
gan played juvenile, minor and senior with
Claremorris, making a masterly partnership
at midfield with Mick Connaughton, whom he
describes as the best minor he ever saw play-
ing football.

But he was also a dual player, well able to
swing a hurley with purpose, and made the
Mayo minor team in  1964, but  forgotten by
the football selectors, t he  late F r.  Paddy
Mahon in  St. Jarlath's College began to in-
fluence him into a career with Galway.

But al l  that is a  decade past and now a
much older, much heavier and more exper-
ienced Duggan is bidding to gain a perman-
ent place on the Galway team after a year
long lay-off because of injury.

A popular bank official in Galway City, his
many successes with Galway has justif ied
his loyalty to his ancestoral county but he is
forever interested i n  the fortunes o f  "un-
predictable" Mayo.

"Club football is  better i n  Mayo than i n
Galway, but at senior inter-county level they
don't seem to give everything to their game
as Galway players do.

"There seems to  be a boundary of blood
between the counties. M a y o  are unpredict-
able, some of the spirit seems to be lacking
but the amazing thing is they have tremen-
dous minor teams that continually show Gal-
way a clean pair of heels.

"But the spir i t  of Mayo c lub football i s
good and I  believe i t  has something to  do
with refereeing. Goad  refereeing wi l l  raise
the standard o f  club football," said Jimmy.

The talkative Jimmy, whose parents live at ,
James Street, Claremorris, remembers es-
pecially his tussle with Joe Langan and P. J..,:
Loftus i n  a league game against Mayo i n
Ballina in 1968.

In the process of getting f i t  for  an up and :f
coming young Galway s ide h e  has  been
keeping a  special watch on Mayo who are
always the Tribesmen's greatest rivals and
the man he has most admiration for is young ••
John P. Kean of Claremorris.

"He is a really gifted player who does not
always show his best, and another fine play-
er in  a different mould is Ger Feeney who
is a great competitor, has great heart, and
is a great team man.

"Sean Kilbride is an excellent player, and
Tommy O'Malley would be a  fine footballer
but for  the fact that he is so inconsistent,"
said Jimmy.

I f  Mayo beat Leitrim, and all goes well for
Jimmy Duggan, he wi l l  line out for  Galway
in MacHale Park on June 6th, just a decade
from his sparkling championship debut with
the solitary winners of the three-in-a-row.
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THE HALLMARK OF
GARRYMOREensmo

by
GER

NIRRAGHER

THE GLORY o f  playing county football
and the stardom which i t  brings to the play-
er is well known to most people, but the road
to the top  is rough and  narrow, and  t he
club's part  must never be forgotten i n  this
ascent. T h e  query is: What are the deter-
mining factors behind success of club, county
and individual?

For a player to be honest in his appraisal
of the above he would need to go right back

A
Huge
Hunger
To

Succeed
to the start of his football career, T h i s  for
me was at  Under-13 level, with a then little
club called Garrymore. I n  case you may not
know where that is, well i t  is outside Clare-
morris and before you come to Hollymount.
In other words, sandwiched between the two
towns. Success a t  under age levels was
scarce but enjoyment in playing football was
more important then.
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However, that ideal soon vanished as the
club captured the Intermediate title in 1969,
to jo in ranks wi th the "b ig  guns" in Mayo
football. B y  then, guided by a small band
of dedicated officials, Garrymore possessed
a hunger f o r  success. I t  was only at th is
stage I  really experienced that same appe-
tite. Th is ,  I  believe, won me a place on the
Mayo minor team of 1970 to '71 with which
I had the honour o f  winning an A l l -Ireland
medal. I n  actual fact there were four Garry-
more players on t h a t  team—Michael Cun-
ningham, Michael Griffin, Frank Harty and
myself. T h i s  provided great incentive with-
in our club for in the previous years county
recognition was hard come b y  f o r  players
within our  club. I n  the same year, 1970,
Garrymore were badly beaten i n  the senior
county final by Castlebar. T h i s  might have
discouraged most teams, but  not us, for the
spirit was only kindling at that stage.

The club, though small i n  size, possessed
a fierce determination to succeed. T h i s  to
me is the hallmark of Garrymore. I  am not
just referring to players, but to officials and
supporters. T h e  players, we l l ,  I  believe,
there are no more dedicated in the country.
Officials, small in  number, but  possessing a
hunger for work, and last, but not least, our
supporters. L i k e  officials, t h e y  too,  a r e
small i n  number but sometimes even more
determined f o r  success than either players
or officials.

Maybe I  have strayed a little but I  feel the
above comment could not be omitted. T h i s
drive to  success brought us to  our  second
county final in  1973, but, alas, beaten again,
this t ime Knockmore the conquerers. T h e
theme "try and try again," became the club's
anthem. I n  t h e  same year I  was o n  t he
!qayo Under 21 team which unluckly lost to
Kerry i n  Ennis. A  double disappointment
within a space of three weeks!

However, endeavour brings its reward and
this was already evident in the case o f  both
Garrymore and Mayo. A l l  the heartaches,
all the near misses were forgotten as the
club captured the county senior title and the
Paddy Moclair Cup.  O u r  goal h a d  been
achieved, al l  the hard work was not in vain.
Likewise, Mayo Under-21 footballers came
roaring back to win the title; again I had the
honour of playing with this great team.

Double success, and then I  achieved m y
life long ambition, a place on the Mayo sen-

Brother T. S. fielding high.

ior team. B y  now, playing with a successful]
club a n d  t h e  county senior team, I  f e l t
satisfied with my football progress. G a r r y -
more retained the senior t i t le this year but
the county team suffered a  b ig  disappoint-
ment in losing the Connacht final. T h i s  does]
not worry me and i t  is  my  hope and wish
that the spir i t  that has sustained our  club
will become a part of the Mayo team. T h a t
it w i l l  drive , my fellow wearers o f  the red,
and green and me to attain success that our
mentors and followers so righly deserve.
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THE WEST'S
E!

says Christy Loftus

A REMARKABLE upsurge o f  interest in
football in West Mayo was witnessed during
the past season with teams from the division
contesting the finals o f  three major county
competitions and being successful in  two o f
them.

The successes were, o f  course, registered
by Islandeady in the intermediate grade and
Westport who annexed the  senior league
title against all the odds.

But while these clubs stole the limelight
there were other encouraging and hearten-
ing signs which augur well fo r  future suc-
cesses.

Perhaps the most significant o f  these con-
cerned the Achi l l  club who h i t  West Mayo
with a bang in  under age football climbing
once again to the pinnacle from which they
had been toppled in recent times.

Success i n  under age football is  nothing
new in Achill. In  the sixties they were a law
unto themselves i n  juveni le a n d  m i n o r
grades. This role was lost for  a time in  the
last f i ve  years, b u t  a  revival o f  interest,

evident last year, culminated in a triple suc-
cess for the club in the division this year.

They emerged triumphant i n  under 14,
under 16 and in  minor. I n  the county semi-
finals they went under in the under 16 and
under 14 players reached the county f i na l
minor grades to strong opposition, while the
before being beaten by a strong Ballina side
for the title.

Behind the great Ach i l l  comeback were
such people a s  Padraic Seoighe, Tommy
Johnstone and Josie Healy, men who have
masterminded many successes i n  t h e  past,
and while county success eluded Achil l this
year i t  is a  goal that appears within their
grasp in the near future.

Another club to emerge from the shadows
in 1975 was Ballintubber who shook off the
gloom that several junior championship de-
feats had built up to get back on the sunny
success trai l  again.

They had to come from behind to earn the
honours and after they had gone under to
Kilmeena i n  an  early round many people
were again wr i t ing them off .  B u t  a  new
determination built up by the officers of the
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club saw the team battle their way into the
semi-finals o f  the Cusack Cup where they
were once again pitted against arch rivals
Kilmeena.

On th is  occasion the  Abbeysiders were
better prepared for the fray. Kilmeena were
labouring under the role o f  favourites and
rarely got into the battle fo r  honours. With
the experienced Michael Prendergast ranged
alongside t h e  you th fu l  a n d  industr ious
Paddy Burke, Ballintubber controlled mid-
field and the  h ighly  rated Kilmeena side
were sdon cut down to size. -

Ballintubber had a monopoly o f  the play
all through the  game b u t  i n  the  closing
stages had to withstand a late Kilmeena rally
which almost thwarted their ambitions,

In the second semi-final Parke had once
more gained entry  t o  the  semi-finals and
they were pitted against a strong Tourma-
keady side. I n  a bril l iant tour de force the
light, young and enthusiastic Parke team
literally ran rings around the Tourmakeady
side to get a crack at the Cusack Cup.

Parke's performance in that semi-final was
such that they commanded the respect of all
for the f inal but ,  Ballintubber, because o f
their greater experience, were installed as
favourites to take the title.

That favouritism proved justif ied w i t h
Ballintubber f i na l l y  m a k i n g  t h e  b r e a k -
through onto the  county stage. T h e  best
efforts o f  Parke players such a s  Mar t in
Molloy, Tommy Flynn and Harry Flynn (de-

' fence), Frank MacHale (midfield) and Jimmy
Flynn, Michael O'Boyle and Frank Duffy in
attack proved in vain.

The all round strength and the experience
of such as  Ballintubber's Christy Feeney,
Joe Dillon, Tommy Lally, Burke and Pren-
dergast, G e r  Feeney, J immy La l ly,  Dave
Kelly, Ray Prendergast and A l  McDonnell
proved too much and Ballintubber captured
the Cusack Cup on a score of  2-10 to 1-9.

And while Ballintubber were clambering
to the top their neighbours, Islandeady, were
consolidating their position at the top.

They followed up their junior champion-
ship win o f  the previous year with another
county t i t le to  add to thei r  recent success

story and in the process proved their success
in the junior grades was no flash in the pan.

They commenced their  campaign w i th  a
good win over an improved Kiltimagh side
to win their  way through to  the semi-final
where thei r  opponents were another West
Division side, Balla.

The teams me t  a t  Castlebar and Balla
proved their high rating by turning in a good
display but i t  was not sufficient to overcome
the doughty battlers from Islandeady.

Meanwhile Ball inrobe, w i t h  impressive
wins over Kilmaine, Burrishoole and Bohola,
won their way through to a final which many
people expected them to win.

But those who plumped f o r  the South
Mayo side reckoned without the resilience of
the Islandeady outfit. On a wi ld and windy
September Sunday at MacHale Park, Island-
eady triumphed. Their dogged determination
proved a decisive factor. Overall they had to
concede finesse and ability to a fine football-
ing Ballinrobe side but strength and endur-
ance proved to be the qualities for  success
which carried the day for the men from the
"Isles."

Stephen Sweeney, Michael Collins, Enda
Kenny, Joe  Moylette, Johnny McCormack,
Michael Sweeney, Ger ry  Gibbons, Kieran
Kenny, Jackie Diffley, Michael McCormack
and the veteran Brendan Needham, a lon
with the i r  team-mates carved ou t  a  new
niche for Islandeady in the Mayo GAA story
to herald the entry of  their club into senior
football in the county.

For too long success in senior football had
eluded Westport. Always a great bastion of
the game, which had produced such renown-
ed and unforgettable performers as the late
Purty Kel ly  and Tommy Hoban, the town
in recent years had nothing but mere mem
()ries to  console them fo r  their  fai lure t c
make the big breakthrough.

True the club had a  monotonous l is t  o
successes i n  underage competitions whict
only tended t o  frustrate as  people asket
where all their good young footballers wen
to. There was no doubt that Westport hat
produced more young talent than any othe
club in the division but still their senior tean
seemed no nearer to success.
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The club's under 21 side won the West
title ear ly i n  the  year. Nobody took any
notice. I t  wasn't the first time,

They were drawn against Aughamore i n
their opening game •of the senior champion-
ship and suffered a heavy defeat a t  Bailin-
robe. A n d  again nobody took any  great
notice. I t  wasn't the first time.

But now the talent had  blossomed and
youngsters like Paraic Moran, J im Browne,
John Kilcoyne, Seamus Gil l ,  Eamon Ketter-
ick and Tom Nevin were doing their  stuff
and putting i t  up to the more experienced
players to pul l  their weight.

After a poor start to the league (they were
beaten at home by Burrishoole) they began
to make their mark. In  the return clash with
Burrishoole they reversed the decision and
began t o  improve f r o m  there on .  T h e y
finished their section o f  the league on level
terms with the new Intermediate champions,
Islandeady, and i n  the play-off became the
first team to lower the pennant of the recent-
ly crowned neighbouring club.

It was a  start bu t  no t  one t h a t  made
everyone look  up.  Westport were due t o
meet Ballaghaderreen i n  the semi-final and
few outside those closely connected with the
team considered a Westport victory likely.

The scoreline caused mild ripples in  foot-
ball circles. Westport won the encounter by
three points (1-10 to 1-7) and deservedly so.

Most followers of the game were happy to
see Westport w in  bu t  there was no great
enthusiasm because they were t o  be faced
by seemingly unbeatable Garrymore i n  the
final and the outcome of  that was a foregone
conclusion. Or  so i t  seemed.

Rarely had a  team been so confidently
expected to win as were Garrymore for that
League final. They had in action most of the
side that had so completely overwhelmed all
opposition i n  the senior championship and
had every right to expect a win.

But the scene i n  Westport had changed
and not merely on the surface. I t  was 'only'
a league, title at stake but Westport were out
to win i t  and were training hard fo r  their
difficult task.

The usefulness o f  that  preparation was
readily witnessed a t  MacHale Pa rk  when
Garrymore fel l  to the all action style of  the
Westport Mauraders. P lay ing  against  a
strong breeze they were a goal up after one
minute and two goals and a point i n  front
after five.

Midway through the f i rst  ha l f  they had
again shook the Garrymore side's comeback

-
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STEPHEN SWEENEY—one of the West's
rising Kayo stars.

effort with a third goal that lef t  them four
points in front. A t  the break the teams were
on level terms (3-2 t o  1-8) bu t  that  early
Westport flurry had laid the foundations for
victory.

With the breeze favouring them and sti l l
full of spirit Westport continued to rush and
hurry Garrymore in to  mistakes and when
the fu l l  time whistle blew they had accom-
plished their task. Westport had two points
to spare with a score of 3-6 to 1-10.

It was an admirable climax to a year which
started drearily for the Westport players and
officials. Nobody, n o t  least  t h e i r  vict ims
Garrymore, begrudged Westport the i r  sue-
cess.

Their current county player was a star for
Westport i n  the f inal and f i t t ingly he pro-
vided the leadership which the younger play-
ers not alone needed but deserved. And he
was not the only one. Long serving players
like John Reynolds, Chris Grady, Padraie
Cunningham, Pa t  Coughlin, Michael Grady
and Peter Reynolds a l l  responded t o  the
promptings o f  their younger team-mates to
bring their f irst ever senior success to the
town and to bring to a close another good
year for football in the West.
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A EY'S
HAVING BEGUN on a high note, i t  dropp-

ed a wearisome end as so many of the past
twenty-five years have done. N e w  optimism
had been invested i n  a  young team, going
well in  the League, and hell-bent i t  seemed
on righting the wrongs of previous years.

They qualified fo r  the League semi-final.
They were beaten by Meath, but  undespair-
ingly they began to regroup fo r  the Cham-
pionship and looked good i n  beating Ros-
common in the first round.

They were chary about travelling to Sligo
for the final. S l i g o  were on the crest of  a
winning wave, having beaten Galway in the
opening round. S l igo hadn't won the cham-
pionship f o r  forty-seven years and a l l  I re-
land was hoping that th is  would be their
year and that Michael Kearins would w in
the medal they said he deserved.

Kearins d id  win that medal, bu t  not be-
fore the game went to a  re-play i n  Castle-
bar and which might never have gone so far
if Mayo had taken all the chances they were
given during a great resurgence in  the f irst
match.

There was no great concern in Mayo about
' t h a t  defeat. T h e  team was young and the

displays o f  Ger Feeney, Michael Higgins,
Frank Burns, Richie Bel l ,  Sean Ki lbr ide,
John P. Kean, Ted Webb and Tommy O'Mal-
ley held out hope of imminent glory. T h e
investment was sti l l  a good one.

But the promise has now begun to dimin-
ish. W h i l e  Mayo impressed in the opening
round o f  the current League against Sligo,
they began t o  slide against Meath and a
couple o f  weeks later were decisively beat-
en by Galway at Charlestown.

What that  game revealed above a l l  else
was a need for leadership on the field
someone to  urge the others to  greater en-
deavour. to bring out further funds of energy
and spunk even when the players themselves
think they have nothing more to give.

E VIABLE

That's the task  that lies ahead fo r  t h
team's new manager, Johnny Carey a
unenviable task,  b u t  one nevertheless 1
which he wi l l  be expected to succeed.

But before the team gets better i t  ma
very well have to get worse. I t  may, for i
stance, necessitate the humiliation of releg
tion to jar the players into greater sacrific
and deeper soul searching.

The underage teams on which Mayo h
depended f o r  g lory  over t he  past deca
failed to make i t  this year also. B u t  th
are entitled to a  respite. T h e y  have do
well over the years.

The minors were beaten by Roscomm
in Sligo, who went on to take the Connac
crown. B u t  t hey  d i d  w i n  t he  Connac
League t i t le  a  competition they ha
dominated from its beginning.

The Under-21 team swept Connacht aga
paradoxical really when they can p

tray such ski l l  i n  this competition and y
fail to shine when the players are put  in
senior competition.

They were beaten by  Dublin in  the A
Ireland semi-final at Castlebar, who were
turn beaten b y  K e r r y  in  the f inal .  P h
might have been expected to win that se
final and had the game been in Croke Pa
might have done so. Somehow these tea
nearly always manage t o  be bet ter  a w
from home.

But no one is complaining about that
feat. W e  are confident about our superio
at this level in  Connacht. W i s h  i t  could
so at senior level.
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AT LEFT—Up to their eyes in mud—Pat Coyne
(East) and Walter Corcoran (North) enjoy the
action in the M a s t e r s  Final played last year.

,



The East Mayo side, winners of the Over 30's competition (1974).
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ISIANDEADY—Intermediate champions last year, Junior champions in 1974.
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Mayo Senior footballers, beaten in the final by Sligo.
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T H E  COUNTRY'S S

14,11un, 4
MAYO VOCATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM, winners o f  the A B -Ireland title. B a c k  ( le f t  to r igh
morris), Eugene Lavin (Ki l t imagh),  Tommy Griff in (Claremorris), Eddie Conway (Ach i l l ) ,  Pa
Griff in (Cbremorr is) ,  Stephen Joyce (Ball inrobe), Patsy Walsh (Ball inrobe), Pat Dixon (Ciar



1OOLBOY CHAMPS!
•

1

,

ighney (Lacken), Joe Flynn (Castlebar), Ger ry  O'Mahoney (Ball ina),  Mart in Coleman (C lare -
(Westport). F r o n t  ( lef t  to right)—Pat Kithane (Ach i l l ) ,  Michael Collins (Lacken),  Mickey
arles Collins (Lacken), Michael Biggins (Ballinrohe), Neal O'Donnell (Westport).
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BACK WITH A BANG!

CR0SSMOLINA—Mayo Junior football titleholders for the f i rst  t ime in  thirteen years.



INTERMEDIATE RUNNERS-UPI

Ballinrobe beaten in the final.

ST. MUREDACH'S COLLEGE—winners of the Connacht Colleges juvenile football championship.
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Q—Are you happy that you have sufficient
powers?

A—Yes, I 'm happy with the powers I've got.
Q---How do you see your role as Mayo's Man-

ager?
A—I see myself co-ordinating and organis-

ing the efforts of all concerned with the
selection and preparation o f  the team.
When decisions are to  be made, I  w i l l
have the final word.

Q—What have been the problems over the
past number of years. H o w  do you hope
to remedy the problems?

A—Our basic problem over  the  las t  few
years has been that  w e  have a young
team and  they  have been developing
gradually. I  th ink that a t  the moment
we have a  stronger panel than a year
ago. There are a number of positions on
the team that we are not entirely happy
with. T o  remedy this we have been try-
ing different players. We 've  had a num-
ber o f  t r i a l  games o n  Saturdays and
these have proved useful. I  intend to
continue th i s  so that  there w i l l  be  a
chance o f  new players emerging all the
time.

Q—Mayo have of ten been accused of  n o t
having sufficient spirit. W o u l d  you ac-
cept that as a valid criticism?

A—Yes, this has been said. I t  may be true
in isolated instances, but  I  don't accept
the way this criticism is usually given. I
think the present team are a very spirit-
ed bunch, and they shouldn't be loaded
with our failures of the oast. T h e y  must
be given a  chance to  Drove themselves
in thei r  own right. A l t e r  all, most o f
them are playing in their first or second
year with the senior team and i t  takes
some players a comae of years to realise
their full potential.

Q—It  is now twenty-five years since Mayo
won an A l l -Ireland. H o w  much longer

, will i t  be before the next title comes?
A—I don't know. I  wouldn't l ike to  make

any firm predictions. W e  have a pretty
good panel of players at the moment but
it takes a great deal o f  hard work and
dedication to reach t h e  t o p  a t  senior
level. I  am confident that in the not too
distant future we wi l l  win a senior A l l -
Ireland, but I  like to jump my fences as
I come to them and my main priority at
the moment is the Connacht champion-
ship.
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Q—Can Mayo G.A.A. Board do more to get
better results ou t  o f  their senior team?

A—I think Mayo have an excellent County
Board and are doing their utmost to
have a successful senior team. T h e  big-
gest single problem that we have in Mayo
is that our players are generally scatter-
ed all over the country which makes i t
difficult to get them together for train-
ing.

Q---What would you like to  see Mayo sup-
porters doing to help their team achieve
success?

would like to see our supporters iden-
tify themselves more with the team, in
defeat as well as in victory. Supporters
tend to disassociate themselves from the
team when they are defeated. A  Player
reeds to feel that he 'belongs' and has
the support of all Mayo men in defeat as
well as victory.

Q—It has often been a criticism of Mayo that
their football is "too nice," that i t  lacks
the toughness necessary in championship
football. Wou ld  you agree?

A—I think the reason for  this criticism is
that we tend to pick too many lighter
players who are usually better ball play-
ers. T h i s  problem starts at minor level
where the football is not so physical and
the problem does not highlight itself. I t
is only when you move to senior level
that you notice it. I  think that at senior
level you need a  certain number o f
strong players, provided, of course, that
they have the necessary football ability,
in order to achieve the right blend.

Q—Do you think the present club champion-
shin set-up is an assistance or a hinder-
ance to producing top-class county foot-
ballers? A r e  there a n y  changes you
would l ike to see in the set-up?

A—I think the present club championship is
ideal. C lub  football has improved enor-
mously over the last few years, but I feel
that we can develop i t  further. I  don't
think that enough football is being play-
ed by our senior club players. T h e  most
number of games played by any senior
club in the last year was 14 or 15, and
this, I  think, is not enough, even though
it is a big improvement on former years.

The players themselves appear t o  be
happy enough with this situation. I  think
that i f  a player has the right approach
and wants to be successful at football he
should want to play football every Sun-
day. A  great deal of the time spent in
preparing the county senior team is in
getting them physically fit. T h e  clubs
themselves o r  the Divisional Boards
could helm in this respect. I n  addition to
the present senior championship a n d
league, we could also have Divisional
Senior Championships. F o r  this I  would
allow every two (not more than two) jun-
ior clubs to amalgamate for the purpose.
The clubs should also provide more foot-
ball by organising challenge and tourna-
ment games. T h e  ideal situation would
be where we had senior club games on
every Sunday in the year, irrespective of
whether the senior county team is play-
ing, with the exception of a close season
which I would have in the winter months,
i.e. January and December.

Q—What qualities do you look for most in a
footballer?

A—The qualities that spring to mind are:
ability, dedication, commitment and loy-
alty to team, willingness t o  learn and
perfect the skills of  the game; courage
aea pride in playing for Mayo.

Q—What are your views on the Open Draw
as opposed to  the provincial champion-
ships?

A—I think the Oven Draw should be intro-
duced but I  also think that the Provin-
cial Championships could be retained. I
think the Open Draw is fairer and i t
would add a new dimension and glamour
to the game. T h e  Provincial Chamnion..
shins are inclined to be very repetitive
with the same teams playing each other
year after year. I  think that with the
°nen Draw you would also have more
'open' football as teams would not be as
familiar with each other's style of play.
I also think that the National Leartue
should run concurrently with the Cham-
pionship, startinq in March and finkhing
in October. Sufficient Sundays could be
left aside for club comnetitions. le.  club
chamnionships, as I  think club leagues
should be played irrespective of whether
the county are playing or not.
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MICK HMGINS

NO-NONSENSE
MICK HIGGINS

"410,,z•••.sa:•,,,•::::. •

HIS ORIGINAL selection was regarded as
a k ind  o f  emergency measure. A  stop-gap
choice, the spoiler type, one you could em-
ploy successfully to eclipse an opponent by
harassment rather than by football ability.

Today Mick Higgins is one of Mayo's most
dependable defenders. Tough, determined,
resilient, courageous, he embodies the very
qualities which Mayo, as a whole, seems to
lack.

Less refined than most and less talked
about because, perhaps, be ing  o n e  f r o m
whom less was expected. Ye t  he has given
more than those f rom whom more was ex-
pected, the young beauties o f  promise, fu l l
of wriggles and fri l ls and feints, that fal l  in
the close confines of tough man-to-man com-
petition.

There is growing opinion in Mayo that the
endemic polish-and-nothing-else p layer has
not what i t  takes to be fully successful, that
the courageous has the best chance of chisel-
ling victory and is now becoming the more
favoured son. I t  a player possesses the rare
twin qualities so much the better.

Mick Higgins may not have the style that
wrings oohs and aahs from football stands,
but he possesses the bone-shaking equipment
in his own make-up, the crunching tackles,
the constant shadowing of  an opponent and
the lengthy powerful drives that have often
pulled Mayo from the brink of  defeat.

He was no late developer. A t  the age o f
fourteen he captained the Westport juvenile
football and hur l ing teams which won the
Mayo titles, his display in the football final
was one of the best in  the grade for  years.
That double, in  fact, was a record in that i t
was the f irst achieved by any club in Mayo.
It  still stands.

He played minor  football w i th  Mayo a t
at age of sixteen, winning two league medals.
He captained the minor championship team
beaten by Galway in the Connacht final. He
also won a West Mayo junior football medal
with Westport as wel l  as a  county minor
hurling medal.

He played under 21 and senior champion-
ship for Mayo in the one year, won two Con-
nacht under 21 medals, a junior medal and
a Connacht junior hurling medal.

This year he was the flame o f  action be-
hind Westport's success in the senior league.
In both the semi-final, against Ballaghader-
reen, and in the final against Garrymore, he
directed Westport's success w i t h  inspiring
displays against awesome opponents.

His activities have no t  been confined t o
Gaelic football. On one occasion he won five
athletic events in the same day from running
to high jumping.

That short  history o f  th i s  2 4 -years-old
Westport man's sports career speaks volumes
for his commitment and dedication, and his
achievements can hardly hide the long, lone-
ly hours of rigid training and self discipline.

While i t  is in defensive qualities that Mick
Higgins has been engaged i n  Mayo, i t  i s
probably in  his scoring o f  dramatic points
from the dead ball that he is most renowned.

Few w i l l  forget t h e  points  h e  scored
against Derry in the league in Castlebar, the
first f rom about 65 yards and the second
and dramatic winning score from 55 yards,
almost on the sideline.

And there was tha t  glorious po int  h e
scored f rom fu l l y  75  yards i n  the  recent
Connacht f ina l  against Sligo a t  Castlebar
from a free.

These are some o f  the traits that  have
made Mick Higgins the tough, no-nonsensc!
player that people have come to accept and
the type on whom they are relying more and
more on for the A l l -Ireland success that has
eluded Mayo for so long.
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IN A  YEAR which was not distinguished
by major Mayo victories, i t 's  refreshing to
record that one team sporting red and green
jerseys had its moments of  glory on A l l -Ire-
land final day. I  refer, of course, to the voca-
tional schools team, t he  unsung heroes o f
Mayo football, for annexing their second A l l -
Ireland title.

When one considers that  pr io r  t o  1971
Mayo had failed to  capture even one Con-
nacht title, its record over the past five years
is indeed a proud one: A l l -Ireland champions
in '71; beaten finalists i n  '73; defeated i n
All-Ireland semi-final in  '74, and once, again
bringing i n  '75 glory to  the "Plain o f  the
Yew Tree."

In the opening round i n  this year's Con-
nacht championship Mayo were drawn a t
home against o ld  rivals Le i t r im at Cross-
molina. Many football followers would con-
sider this game a mere formality, but team

through to their Connacht final on a score of
4-11 to  0-5. Other players to catch the eye
were Eugene Lavin (Kiltimagh), John Lough-
ney (Lacken), Paraic Moran (Westport) and
Martin Coleman (Claremorris).

And so to the Connacht final at Ballinrobe
and a  meeting with resurgent Galway, vic-
tors over Sligo after a replay. Could Mayo
make i t  three Connacht titles i n  a  row o r
would a  youthful Galway side regain t he i r
former glory? Mayo suffered a serious blow
with the departure from school of Westport's
George Reilly and Francis Moran. In to the
team came Castlebar's Joe Flynn, not yet 16
years, and Michael Biggins (Ballinrobe).

From the throw-in Mayo began to dictate
matters at midfield, thanks to inspired dis-
play by Ballinrobe's Stephen Joyce, but  an
over-anxious forward line were guilty o f  in-
excusable misses. A t  the short whistle they

THE UNSU
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by Patsy Noone

mentorS, mindful o f  Leitrim's shock victory
in 1972, were taking nothing f o r  granted.
Following a number of  trials i t  was evident
that the nucleus of a good side was available.

This opinion was vindicated when the home
side raced into an early lead despite facing
a st i ff  breeze i n  the opening half  and had
built up a commanding interval lead of  2-4
to 0-4. Watching the combined plan o f  the
forward sextet i t  was difficult to believe that
was the i r  f i rs t  competitive game together.
Brilliantly led by captain and f u l l -forward
Pat Dixon (Claremorris) w i t h  Ballinrobe's
Patsy Walshe and Stephen Joyce and Francis
Moran (Westport) playing able, supporting
roles, Leitrim's defence was severely tected.
Leitrim improved somewhat after the inter-
val, b u t  nevertheless Mayo  were  safe ly

were not flattered to lead by 0-5 t o  0-1. I t
was obvious that Mayo's physical advantage
would prove too much for  an inexperienced
Galway side who none the less battled brave-
ly to the end, losing by 2-10 to 0-2. Stars of
that victory in addition to Joyce were Mich-
ael Collins (Lacken), Tommy Griff in (Clare-
monis) Michael Biggins (Ballinrobe) and Ned
O'Donnell (Westport).

The next stage was an A l l -Ireland semi-
final clash with the might of Kerry at Ennis
one week later on Apr i l  20th. Mayo made
the journey more i n  hope then confidence,
as Kerry were backboned by six of the Tra-
lee school's team that a week earlier had cap-
tured the individual schools' title. On a pitch
that cut up badly a f ter  days o f  torrential
rain Mayo began in  an impressive fashion
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and forged into an  early lead wi th  points
from P. Walsh and P. Dixon. Gradually the
pattern o f  t h e  game changed a n d  w i t h
Kerry's Tim Doyle lording it at midfield they
jumped into an interval lead o f  1-6 to 1-4.
Doyle was later to figure on the Kerry under
21 team and is now on  the i r  senior panel.
Mayo were forced to fight a rearguard battle
but goalie E. Lavin, John Loughney (Lacken)
and Tom Griffin were in superb form in the
middle of  the defence and helped by an op-
portunist goal from Joe Flynn, Mayo kept in
the hunt. For  sheer excitement and honest
endeavour in  deplorable conditions, the sec-
ond half provided thril ls aplenty as the play
moved from end to end.

With five minutes remaining, Kerry st i l l
held a two points advantage, but with Doyle
visibly t i r ing and Coleman's stamina begin-
ning to tell, Mayo were exerting pressure on
the Kerry defence. First Joyce from a free
and then from play levelled the scoring. I n
one final, desperate attack, Mickey Gri ff in
was fouled twenty five yards out and slightly
to the right of the Kerry posts. The kick was
entrusted to Pat Dixon. With unerring accur-
acy he slotted the k ick between the posts.
This was virtually the last kick of the game
and Mayo were through t o  a  Croke Park
meeting with Tyrone. Spare a thought f o r
unlucky Ker ry  who had given everything
but were literally pipped o n  t he  post. A t
least that is one t i t le they d i d  no t  w i n  i n
1975.

With a  f ive weeks break t o  A l l -Ireland
final day, Mayo's panel underwent a vigor-
ous training programme. A  number of  chal-
lenge games were arranged against the Mayo
minors and this served as ideal preparations
a8 the extra incentive of gaining a place on
the minor side was also at stake in the chal-
lenge games. Those to  later play fo r  Mayo
minors were Eugene Lavin, John Loughney,
Paraic Moran, Michael Collins and Pat Dix-
on and Clonbur-born Stephen Joyce, who
figured on the Galway side.

Tyrone's path to the final was an impres-
sive one and when their outstanding mid-
fielder Turnbull opted to assist the school's
side at the expense of the 21 team, the press
installed t h e m  a s  favourites. F r o m  t h e
throw-in, both teams seemed to be affected
by the occasion with the result that scoring
chances went abegging. I f  anything, Mayo
shaded the honours in the opening half, but
on the scoreboard i t  was Mayo 1-4 t o  Ty -

rone's 0-7. To m  Gr i f f in  (Claremorris) was
outstanding at centre half back in the open-
ing half, as was ice-cool goalie Eugene Lav-
in, safe holding John Loughney and depend-
able Paraic Moran (Westport).

On the resumption, Mayo's superior fitness
and sk i l l  began t o  have i t s  affect. W i t h
Stephen Joyce giving a  masterly exhibition
at midfield, ably assisted by Martin Coleman,
the forwards enjoyed a plentiful supply o f
the ball. Diminutive corner forward Patsy
Walshe was given a roving commission and
the attack really began to function and point

followed p o i n t  w i t h  P a t  D i x o n  a n d
Charlie Collins displaying uncanny accuracy.
Joe Flynn, despite his tender years, Mickey
Griffin and Michael Biggins took their scores
in style. Tyrone became disorganised and
with defenders Neal O'Donnell, Michael Col-
lins and Pat Kilbane in fine form Mayo were
safely on the road t o  A l l -Ireland honours,
and in the end had 1-15 to 0-11 on the score-
board. Subs. Ger ry  O'Mahoney and Eddie
Convey also played their parts when intro-
duced in the second half. To win an A l l -Ire-
land in  any grade is a tremendous achieve-
ment, but  when i t 's  won by  sheer football
artistry then i t ' s  doubly rewarding t o  a l l
concerned.

Here i t  i s  appropriate to  pay tribute t o
team trainer Tommy O'Malley, t he  Mayo
senior footballer, and h is  fel low selectors,
and to all the teachers who made this victory
possible by ensuring a good attendance a t
training during the arduous campaign, to the
Co. Board officials for their co-operation and
assistance a t  a l l  times and finally, bu t  not
least, to  the players on the panel for  their
dedication and discipline.

On the domestic scene, Claremorris cap-
tured their second senior t i t le wi th a hard
earned 3-5 to 1-3 win over Ballinrobe. The
junior A tit le went to Achil l  by the narrow-
est o f  margins over Castlebar. Later,  bo th
winners failed t o  capture Connacht tit les.
Geesala made history by  taking the junior
B tit le at the expense o f  Charlestown. I n
juvenile, Lacken inflicted defeat on luckless
Castlebar.

Finally, let us not forget the handball suc-
cess of Achill's J. A. Cafferkey, S. J. Lavelle
and Charlestown's Kevin Caffrey, who both
captured A l l -Ireland doubles a n d  singles
titles respectively in the vocational sector.

46.



Tom RowleySOUTH MAYO

GRO I NG INFLUENCE
SOUTH MAYO'S influence on football and

hurling in the county continues to grow.
This year, not  alone d id  clubs from the

area contest virtually all county finals in the
various grades, winning three, bu t  players
from these and other clubs helped to back-
bone Mayo's senior, U n d e r -21 a n d  minor
sides.

While Garrymore continued t o  dominate
r,enior football, romping' with little difficulty
to their second county. title in  a row, other
clidas emerged from the South, giving foot-
ball i n  the county a refreshing shot i n  the
arm.

From Ballinrobe came a n  intermediate
side full of flair;  Hollymount spawned minor
champions St., Gerard's,. and  Davitts, t h a t
spirited Irishtown chib,, matured to  football
manhood.

Hurling also brought prospects of a bright
future with the emergence o f  a triumphant
minor t e a m  f rom Bal l inrobe, wh i l e  t h e
town's senior squad also fought gallantly in
defeat.

I t  was a hectic year for Garrymore as the
.c.:lub continuously faced a  loaded- fixtures
list. E a r l y  on they were ousted f r o m  the
Connacht C lub Championship b y  Roscom-
mon Gaels in a clash which went to a replay.

Shortly after this they got  back on the
winning trail by handsomely defeating Mill-
town in the belated 1974 Exiles Cup final.

Happiest of the Garrymore men must have
been centre half forward Mattie Walsh, who
had missed the f inal the previous year be-
cause of a fractured leg. I t  was a great vic-
tory also for  captain Danny Dolan, 31-years-
old sharpshooter B i l l y  Fitzpatrick, H a r r y
Mannix, Will ie Connolly, T.  J. and Ger Far-
ragher. Dominick Conway, Brian Healy and
Patsy Mohan to mention but a few.

A side who could shortly replace Garry-
more as the toast of South Mayo is Bail in-
robe. P l a y i n g  attractive, f ree-flowing foot-
ball they cruised into an Intermediate cham-

pionship semi-final s lo t  where goals f rom
Tommy O'Malley and Michael Flannery help-
ed them trounce Bohola.

The final against Islandeady was definitely
the most controversial fixture over the past
year. Unsavoury incidents marred what had
promised to be an exciting encounter. W i t h
the help o f  a 'gift' goal eight minutes from
full t ime Islandeady took the t i t le, bu t  im-
mediately Ballinrobe sought and were grant-
ed an inquiry into the incidents in the game.
At t ime of  writ ing the outcome of that in-
quiry has not been disclosed.

With players l ike the O'Malley brothers,
Mayo senior team captain Tommy, his twin
brother Padraic, and Ger, John Cosgrove,
Michael Flannery, John Moran, Geoff Diskin,
Michael Sweeney and Michael Biggins, Bal-
linrobe are primed to explode on the scene
next year.

When Davitts defeated The Neale i n  the
South Mayo junior f inal they made history.
For i t  was t h e  f i rst  t i t le ever won by the
Irishtown side. W i t h  tremendous displays
frnm Louis Prendergast, M. J ,  McLoughlin,
John Waldron, Brendan McGrath, F r a n k
Fahy, Michael and Tommy Griff in and Joe
Kirrane. they had matured into a team which
played fast, precise football. I n  the county
semi-final Crossmolina's experience a n d
strength ousted them, but we certainly have
not heard the last of Davitts.

The county minor hurling tit le also came
South. F i n e  displays from Dominick Crad-
dock. Ray McHugh, Michael Varley and Col-
umbas Heneghan helped Ballinrobe overcome
Cactlebar in an exciting final.

Ballinrobe's senior hurlers again contested
the county f inal bu t  were defeated f o r  the
second successive year by Tooreen. Hav ing
their captain, Pat Malone, ordered off, knock-
ed the bottom out of the Ballinrobe side, but
they fought gallantly unti l  the final whistle.
The usual stalwarts—Bart Crowley, Paul Mc-
Walter, W i l l i e  K e l l y,  Michael  Sweeney,
Willie Loughnane a n d  J o h n  J o e  Mor r i s
formed the axis around which the team re-
volved.
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A Message from
Tommy Kenny,

President, All-Ireland
Ladies' Football

Association.
"As one who has been connected with

G.A.A. at club and county level, it is wonder-
ful to see women taking an active part and
playing Gaelic football. For too long their
only role in the G.A.A. was to urge on their
local and county heroes from stands and ter-
races around the country. While this was an
admirable work, it is now time to let the men
take over the terraces and support the ladies
as vocally as they were and indeed still are.

"The game has spread to  several other
parts of the country with the standard o f
play improving. However, there is quite an
amount of work to be done for ladies' foot-
ball in general.

"Congratulations to Mayo under 16 ladies'
footballers on reaching the first ever under
16 final. Best of luck on final day."

CLAREMORRIS ladies' football team cap-
tured the first ever county championship
trophy by defeating their rivals, Ballintub-
ber, 2-3 to 0-1. This victory capped a very
successful year for this newly founded club
who also succeeded i n  winning the pres-
tigious Ballinasloe and Castlebar seven-a-side
tournaments.

Claremorris were to start their campaign
by playing Castlebar in the first round, but
Castlebar were unable to field a  team so
Claremorris were awarded the points. In the
second round they  were drawn against
Knockmore in Ballintubber, this game was
far from exciting and inclined to be a little
•bit scrappy. Claremorris won 0-7 to 0-0. The
next round saw them t o  t h e  semi-final
against Burrishoole. This was a clean sport-
ing game, but Claremorris proved a handful
for them winning by 7-0 to 0-1. Then came
the final, Claremorris against Ballintubber,
a team by whom they had been beaten twice
previously in tournaments. Once again Bal-
lintubber started favourites, but  much to
their surprise Claremorris had a little shock
in store for them. Claremorris really put on

CLAREMORRIS
LADIES
MAKE

HISTORY!
the pressure from the start showing the
flair that had brought them through the
championship, giving a display of good, clean
fast football. Ballintubber never really got a
grip of the game, the score being Claremor-
ris 2-3, Ballintubber 0-1. Nevertheless it was
a tough match with some very good football.

Training commenced i n  April  with two
sessions a  week, increasing to three at the
close o f  the championship. These sessions
consisted o f  coaching t h e  various skills,
physical fitness and teamwork. The utter
dedication of  the Claremorris ladies was a
key factor in their win, not forgetting, o f
course, their trainers, Denis O'Boyle and Mr.
John Kean, w h o  continually p u t  them
through their paces.

Team panel was: D. Duggan (capt.), T. Hig-
gins (vice-capt.), M .  Cullinane, J .  Kean, B .
Murphy, B. Walshe, J. Gibney, M. Keane, D.
McLoughlin, M. Mulroy, A.  M.  Whelan, M.
Quinn, P.  Shelly, A.  O'Brien, M. McLough-
lin, B .  Kean, P.  Jennings, M .  Skelly, L .
Bourke, P.  Conroy, P.  Costello, H.  McDon-
nell, N. Duggan, M. Foster, M. McCartan, E.
Killeen, M. Moran, B. Kelly, F.  Higgins.

During the year a great bond of friendship
has developed between the players. This
alone, apart from the enjoyment, must jus-
tify the playing o f  ladies' football in  the
county. People have said that football is not
a ladies' game, that there is too much physic-
al contact. Yet over the championship we
can't recall a single injury. Finally, in this
the birth year of ladies' football, the Clare-
morris club would like t o  wish the Mayo
Clubs and county every success i n  the
future.
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HURLING

THE T0OREEN SUCCESS
STORY

HURLING IN TOOREEN has caught on in
a big way and without doubt is going to last.
I t  has now got the backing and involvement
of the community.

At f irst when the Club was founded i n
1957 local people were sceptical and a  b i t
frightened a t  the sight o f  a hurley. T h e y
agreed i t  was o u r  national game but they
claimed i t  was not f o r  the young lads o f
Tooreen. I t  was too dangerous and  they
didn't know how to play it.

How things have changed since then! This
year, for instance, over 40 juveniles took part
in a  local league, and no injuries were re-
ported. T h e  young lads of to -day have a
better chance of  succeeding than we had in
'57. I t  is now, as i t  were, handed down to
them and they are being taught the skills by
stars. S tars  indeed we have aplenty on our
senior team, but the brightest stars are from
the Henry family.

Michael was founder of the club and play-
ed with the team ' t i l  last year. To n y  was
picked for the Connacht team, the first Mayo
man in decades to gain such an honour, and
now Joseph seems about to outshine Tony.
He was a sub. on the Connacht team th is
year and recently starred f o r  the Physical
Education College, Limerick, where he is a
student.

We have many more of this calibre who each
year form the backbone of our county team.
This year we had eight pleyers on the county
panel. T h e y  were three H e n r y  brothers,
Eamon Freeman, Michael Keane, Michael J.
Robinson, George Lee, Michael Nolan. A n -
other interesting fact about Tooreen is that
they never fail to ful f i l  a fixture.

We find we haven't enough fixtures to ful-
f i l  and have arranged numerous challenge
games with clubs from other counties. This
may attribute to the fact that nearly all the
players are f r o m  the area and hurl ing i s
their priority. D o w n  the years we found i t
difficult to  beat  teams f rom say, Ballina,
Westport or Claremorris, but they were only
one-year teams, mainly due to the fact that
the people who organised them were no t
natives and perhaps moved on. T h i s  in turn
affects our county team. N o w  the  strong
hurling towns are Castlebar, Crossmolina and
of course, Ballinrobe, where a  big effort is
being made to promote the game.

We started t h e  '75 season as  county
champs, winners of the special three county
league, and had reached the f inal  o f  Conn-
acht I n t e r -Club Championship. A l though
Ardrahan, Galway champs, beat us decisively
we showed we had individual players who
could hold their  own against any team in
the country.

As the season draws to a  close we can't
record as many successes apart from again
winning the county championship.

As well as  those o n  the county panel,
others to play with us during the year were
Autie Henry, Jackie Coyne, Seamus Free-
man, Paddy Judge, Eamon Mulrenan, Michael
Walsh, Pat Gawley, Peter  Lynskey, Wi l l ie
Stenson, Christy McCann, Fr. Terence Nolan,
Raymond Alyward, Brendan Hoban, Oliver
Bolton.

by Michael Nolan
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BALLINROBE—bea ten in  f inal .

- MORE ABOUT THE LADIES
THE KNOCKMORE ladies' G.A.A. c lub

was formed at a meeting in  Rehins Social
Centre on August 1st, 1975. Thirty interest-
ed ladies. attended and a  committee was
selected: '

Secretary, • Mr•s. Beatrice Timlin; Assistant
Secretary, Miss A n n  Corcoran; Chairman,
Miss Breege ThIllin; Treasurer, Miss Bernie
Boland; P.R.O. Miss Geraldine Nealon. The
following selectors/trainers were also picked:
Mr. Noel Boland, Mr.  Eddie Dowd and Mr.
John Durkan.

LADIES' foOtball started i n  Lahardane
parish wi th 'Ser ies  of  challenge games and
a parish team. was formed to play Castlebar
in a return game. The winners were Lahar-
dane.

The f i rst  get  together to form a  ladies'
football club was in  June, 1975. Committee
elected as follows: •  •

President, F r .  Canon.. Cafferkey; Chair-
man, Te r e s a  McGowan; V i c e -Chairman,
Catherine Kelly; Secretary, Angela McMana-
mon: .Vice-Secretary, A n n  Brogan; Treasur-
er, Agnes Brogan; Selectors, Tommy Walsh,
Mrs. Coyne, Mrs. Gibbons.

BALLINTUBBER ladies' Gaelic football
club was formed in  May, 1975, and the fol-
lowing officers were elected:

Chairman, Mary Larkin; Assistant Chair-
man, Mary Bourke; Secretary, Cassie Heneg-
han; Assistant Secretary, A n n  Bourke;
Treasurer, Mar ian  Hayes; P.R.O.,  M o n a
Horan; Trainers, Seamus Duffy and Eamon
Chambers; Selectors, Paddy Jennings, Sea-
mus Duffy and Eamon Chambers.

Well earned victories were recorded i n
tournaments organised during the  summer
m'onths in  Ballintubber, Newport and Clare-
morris. A t  county championship level, Bal-
lintubber entered the final undefeated, they
were, however, decisively beaten by  Clare-
morris in  a disappointing encounter....

Mayo senior team comprised of  four club
players, namely: M a r y  Larkin, Catherine
Larkin, Ann Bourke, with Rosaleen, Conway
as captain.

Mayo U-16 team comprised-Of ' o f  the
clubs players, namely: Ve r a '  Dillon, A n n
Chambers, Catherine Larkin,  Breege Mc-
Nally and Christina, vice-captain.
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THE RISE OF ST. GERARDS
by Billy Horan

St. Gerard's Club, Hollymount, winners of the M  yo Minor Football Championship. B a c k  row, left
to right—J. J .  Trench, Chairman, S .  Reilly, assista it trainer, M .  Joyce, J .  Dixon, L .  Duggan, T.  Cos-
tello, D.  Fitzpatrick, T.  McHugh, L .  Coen, E.  Mack n, M .  F i n n ,  T.  M o r a n ,  P I L O .  F r o n t  r o w —J.
O'Boyle, D .  Healy, J. Coen, P.  Walsh (capt.), M.  Canroy, F.  Fahey, M.  Costello, F.  Noone.

ONE OF THE MOST significant happen-
ings in G.A.A. affairs in South Mayo in 1975
was the breaking of the stranglehold exer-
cised by Carras and St. Colman's, Claremor-
ris, on football at the minor grade level. The
agents were St. Gerard's, Hollymount, and,
as i f  to confirm that their divisional displays
were a true mirror of their capabilities, they
proceeded to annex the county title.

The initial step on the road to success was
taken at Kilmaine, where their  opponents
were St. Joseph's, an amalgamation of  play-
ers f rom Shrule and Glencorrib. A l though
the winning margin was nine points, 2-12 to
1-6, the game was by no means a one-sided
one, and Michael Costello, who scored 1-3,
Declan Fitzpatrick and David Healy were
particularly effective. Carras, t h e  county
champions for  the past two years, provided
the opposition in the semi-final and with both
teams drawing the majority of their players
from the same parish, i t  had all the trappings
of a  local "derby." Car ras  went ahead by
three points in the opening minutes, but St.
Gerard's, refusing t o  be ruffled, gradually
assumed control and the ultimate scoreline
of 2-14 to 1-4 was an adequate testimony to

the challengers. To m  McHugh, a t  centre
half back, Eugene Macken, John O'Boyle and
Liam Duggan did most to effect the down-
fall of the tit le holders.

Ballinrobe defeated Claremorris i n  t h e
other semi-final, but the advantage of a home
venue was of  no avail to  them in  the divi-
sional final. S t .  Gerard's won by 1-13 to 1-2,
and Patsy Walsh, t h e  captain, and Frank
Noone were the main scorers.

Knockmore, the North Mayo champions,
were unable to cope with the f ine attacking
football of Gerard's in  the county semi-final
and were eliminated by 3-17 to 0-7. F i t t ing-
ly, the toughest assignment o f  all was t h e
county decider, and Charlestown, the East
Mayo representatives, were in  f ront  at half
time. T h e  turning point came i n  the 48th
minute when Patsy Walsh, receiving a pass
from substitute Frank Fahey, goaled. S t .
Gerard's eventually won by  1-9 to 2-2 and
apart from Patsy Walsh, John O'Boyle, Dec-
Ian Fitzpatrick and substitute Mart in F inn
gave impressive performances.

No tribute to the team would be complete
without a  warm word o f  commendation t o
Ritchie Bell,  the trainer, and Sean Reil ly,
his assistant.
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ON A  BLEAK Sunday afternoon i n  1973
Mayo lost the U-21 football final to Kerry at
Ennis. T h e y  had played so bri l l iantly fo r
three-quarters of that game and had so com-
pletely dominated the opposition that many
of the Kerry supporters had given up hope
of winning. Mayo,  however, sat back and
took victory for granted, which as everyone
knows doesn't respond to such treatment,
and so the  determined Kerrymen won the
title. T h i s  year the corresponding K e r r y
team won the Sam Maguire cup in  tremen-
dous fashion, while what looked a Mayo team
of all talents in 1973 at Ennis, and even more
so last year when winning the  U - 2 /  t i t le
against Ant r im,  collapsed t o  a poor Sligo
team in Connacht, who in  turn were trounc-
ed by Kerry in the A l l -Ireland senior semi-
final.

desinations in as short a period as two years.
Both counties drafted roughly the same num-
ber o f  U-21 players onto the senior ranks,
and on both sides there are a few more ex-
perienced players to provide the necessary
leadership for  the younger 'blood,' but  ap-
parently the attitude to football is complete-
ly different in Kerry to that in Mayo.

I think it  fair to suggest that Mayo suppor-
ters are the most loyal in the country. W e
haven't won an A l l -Ireland t i t le since 1951,
or a Connacht title since 1969, and yet each
year when the championship dawns the sup-
porters flock i n  thousands to the different
venues. T h e r e  have been so many t imes
when Mayo teams have looked l i k e  going
somewhere worthwhile but failed at the vital
hurdle, so many disappointments, ' i fs '  and
'buts' that I  think the loyalty o f  the Mayo

MAYO CAN COME OUT
OF THE ASHES!

by John Greaney

Well! I  can almost hear you ask—'what's
he talking about.' I ' m  simply giving an ex-
ample of  two extremely opposite approaches
to the wonderful game of Gaelic football. I
write about Mayo because I  support them,
and because the majority o f  the readers of
this book w i l l  be Mayo people. I  mention
Kerry because I  regard i t  as  the  county
which contributes most to football, works
hardest to maintain the standard of the game,
and last, bu t  not least, I  th ink that Kerry
teams reflect all that is sporting and skillful
in the game. Y o u  may argue that scoring
statistics prove nothing especially when cir-
cumstgnces are so variable, but i t  is ridicu-
lous that two teams of relatively equal poten-
tial should arrive at such totally contrasting

supporters h a s  b e e n  tested t o  i ts limit.
Questions must be asked and the bitter truth
revealed. T h e r e  can be no more excuses,
everyone is tired of excuses!

The last time Mayo were worthily repre-
sented a t  senior championship leve l  was
when Flanagan's gallant men won the A l l -
Ireland t i t l e  fo r  the t w o  successive years
1950-51. T h a t  was when every supporter
had occasion to be proud. E v e r  since then
people al l  over the country have been won-
dering what has been happening football in
Mayo. I  have heard some keen football fans
remark how strange i t  is that Mayo should
continue to produce so many brilliant under-
age footballers who never seem to make i t  to
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the top. Others  have noticed t h e  lack o f
urgency shown by Mayo teams in the cham-
pionship despite their  excellent league per-
formance, while some experts maintain that
there is a curse on Mayo football which fol-
lows them everywhere.

Personally I  think that the team and men-
tors have come to accept defeat in the cham-
pionship as an  annual event. T h e y  know
what a reputation they have built for them-
selves, and they are quite satisfied to accept
the silly myth. Altera11, it's much easier to
sit on a  high stool and drink pints than to
train enthusiastically f o r  a  championship
game, especially when one knows that there
would be more surprise at victory than de-
feat!

Kerry have a great tradition which they
are proud to live up to. Eve ry  Kerryman
loves the game and i t  is his dreaming am-
bition to one day play for the county at sen-
ior level. I n  Mayo, youngsters don't have
the same incentive. I  have heard friends of
my own who have played on the county min-
ors swear that they would never 'don' the
senior jersey. T h e r e  i s  something wrong
when a youngster doesn't think i t  an honour
to play for  the county senior team. I f  this
situation is allowed to  continue then Mayo
can forget the idea of ever winning another
Connacht title, not to mention an Al l -Ireland.
Even i f  the team that's selected were to give
of its best in the championship, Mayo would
have many more titles than they have. Unti l
there is a greater all round effort on behalf
of everyone concerned, Mayo w i l l  continue
to be humiliated, and soon there wil l  be few
red and green colours to be seen on t h e
terraces!

SICKLY STATE

I think the cards are on the table for those
in charge of football in the county to take a
serious look a t  themselves and the  sickly
state of football in Mayo. The time has come
for Mayo to stop fooling themselves and their
supporters. T h e  myth, o f  course, o r  what-
ever i t  is that looms over the team must be
shaken off, the inferiority complex must be
trampled on. Mayo  can, and must show the
G.A.A. public that they are capable o f  win-
ning an A l l -Ireland with the best. Success,
however, doesn't come overnight like a mush-

room, there must  be a certain amount o f
work put into it.

Any team needs a proper manager as Dub-
lin and Kerry so recently demonstrated. As
I write John Carey has just  taken over as
manager of the Mayo team, and i f  he's as in-
dustrious as when he himself was a player
then the team is in good hands. I  would like
to see John Morley playing an active part in
the training and selection o f  the team. The
big Ballaghaderreen man has got the char-
acter to install the vital discipline that has
always been lacking in the Mayo training
camp, and at the same time his playing ex-
perience would be invaluable.

What about the team? F i r s t l y  I  am very
much in favour of a rule where every county
should f ield the i r  strongest available team
for league and championship games. In Mayo
there have been some of  the finest players
lost through sheer carelessless —  and some
have justly declared f o r  o t he r  counties.
There should be a large number of  players
put on trial, and representatives from every
club should be given a fair chance. I f  play-
ers were treated fair ly I  believe we would
see the best of  them on the field. T h e  ex-
tensive trial system would make players fight
harder for their places and this would event-
ually raise the overall standard of the game.
The supporters would be  less reluctant to
travel to matches as they would have some
chance of getting value for their money.

So I  feel that i t  is time Mayo football was
completely rejuvinated. S t r i n g  pulling and
red tape must be replaced by a concrete ap-
proach and an interest in the game's welfare.
Mayo must show al l  and sundry that they,
like the Limerick hurlers and Cork football-
ers of 1973, can come out of the ashes to win
an A l l -Ireland t i t le .  I f  they continue t o
hibernate they'l l  be the laughing stock o f
every G.A.A. fan's joke—God help us!

If  they wake up now perhaps they could
breath fresh championship a i r  with a team
like this:—

I. J .  Culkin, E. Campbell; S .
Reilly; G. Feeney, B. Diskin, M. Higgins; S.
Kilbride, T.  Webb; R. Bell, J, P.  Kean, M.
Burke; T.  O'Malley, W. McGee, J. Burke.

P.S.—Hope to see you all in Castlebar next
July!
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Thomas Courell, 1886

A
Name

Synonomous
With
The

Stephenites

THE WELCOME DECISION o f  Gerald
Courell, the former Ballina, Mayo and Conn-
acht star, to stay on as President of Ballina
Stephenites fo r  the coming year means that
the club wi l l  celebrate i ts 90th anniversary
in 1976 with a Courell at the helm j u s t
as i t  was i n  1886 when Gerald's father,
Thomas, w a s  appointed t h e  club's f i r s t
President.

It i s  an  unique l ink  wi th  the past and
the days when James Wallace Melvin (well-
known as Larry Doolin, the man who wrote
the club's victory song) and his colleagues
met i n  the open air jus t  90 years ago t o
form Ballina Stephenites.

Fittingly, there has always been a Courell
involved i n  the administration o f  the club:
the Courell name is  synonymous wi th  Bal-
lina Stephenites. Thomas Courel l 's  f o u r
sons a l l  played w i th  Ballina, starting o f f
with bur ly  Frank (D.F.) who was o n  that
great team which won the Croke Cup from
1907 to  1909 inclusive. Indeed he had the
distinction o f  leading the f i rs t  Mayo team
to enter a n  A l l -Ireland f i na l  when  they
were defeated by the a l l -conquering Wex-
ford team in  1916. Frank's brothers, Bertie
and Joe, were also accomplished footballers,
but i n  1924 the re  entered Mayo  senior
ranks one o f  the most famous figures ever
to play in ter -county football—the youngest
member o f  the Courell family, Gerald.

When only a  boy, jus t  sixteen, Gerald's
Prowess created such a st i r  i n  Ballina that
he went straight from the school team into
the Stephenite's senior side. He was to  go
on to help the club win over half a  dozen
Mayo titles, assist in  four o f  the county's
record-breaking sequence o f  s i x  league
titles i n  a row, and he also played a major
role i n  another history-making event, Con-
nacht's first Railway Cup football success in
1934. He was, of  course, on the panel when
Mayo won the 1936 M I -Ireland f ina l  and
that A l l -Ireland medal assured him of every
major honour the game could bestow.

Gerald Courell, 1976
55.
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TOURED AMERICA
In 1932 he was the only Mayo man picked

to represent Ireland against America in  the
Tailteann Games a t  Croke Park  and  h e
toured the U.S. twice, in 1932 and 1937. He
was christened the 'Babe Ruth' o f  Gaelic
football b y  I r i sh -Americans i n  the  States
following a  series o f  fantastic displays o f
accuracy. H is  in ter -county career ended i n
1937, thirteen years after i t  had commenced,
and he had the honour to skipper the Mayo
team fo r  nine o f  those thirteen memorable
years.

His connection w i th  Gaelic football d i d
not end when he finally hung up his boots
in the forties at club level. He became sec-
retary o f  the Nor th  Board, chairman and
secretary of the Stephenites, and went on to
hold the treasurership and secretaryship of
the County Board. I n  the f i f t ies h e  was
elected chairman of  t he  Connacht Council
and during his reign the Railway Cup was
won after a lapse of 13 years, two Al l -Ireland
senior football, one A l l -Ireland junior  foot-
ball, and  one A l l -Ireland m i n o r  footbal l
titles (al l  by Mayo) were brought West o f
the Shannon, i n  addition t o  one National
League title (Galway).

He was, too, co-trainer of  the Mayo team
(with Jackie Carney) which won  the A l l -
Ireland senior titles in  1950 and 1951.

His proudest memory in  200-odd appear-
ances fo r  Mayo was in captaining the Mayo

team to  win their f irst major  honours, the
League o f  1933-34 when Dublin were de-
feated by two points at Croke Park in a re-
play.

He told me recently: " I  can st i l l  remem-
ber the cold feel o f  the Cup i n  my hands
as I  took i t  and the feeling i t  sent through
me. I t  was the f i r s t  t ime a  Mayo captain
had ever held the trophy in  the history o f
the game; i t  was the f i r s t  t ime the  t i t l e
came to Connacht and i t  brought Mayo out
of the football wilderness on a record-break-
ing run  o f  six National League titles i n  a
row."

In recognit ion o f  t hese  tremendous
achievements, for  h is  continued loyalty t o
Ballina Stephenites and for the experience
he has handed on to  successive officers o f
the club, Gerald was given a  tremendous
ovation at the A.G.M. of  the club in Novem-
ber when he reversed an  earl ier decision
not to  seek re-election as President of  the
Club.

As one o ld  member pointed ou t ,  t h e
Stephenites would not be the same without
a Courell! And  the club's 90th anniversary
will be a l l  the more meaningful with h im
in the Presidency, f o r  apart f rom giving a
lifetime o f  service t o  the club he  retains
that almost awesome l ink wi th 1886 when
it a l l  began, for  Ballina Stephenites a t
least!

M E L I N A  UNDER Ws.
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CARROLLS ALL-STAR ',kk•
THE
STAR

OF THE
TOUR

AT THE AGE OF 22 I  have been very
fortunate to  receive many honours in the
G.A.A. O n e  of my greatest honours was to
receive a  tr ip to San Francisco with the
Can-oils G.A.A. A l l -Stars. T h e  dream o f
playing alongside some of Ireland's greatest
footballers had come true. W h e n  asked to
give my views on the trip so many things
come to m y  mind, the tours, sight-seeing,
hospitality of the people, the games and aim
the friendship I  made with some of the play-
ers.

The trip itself is a very exhausting one, as
there are so many things to be done and so
many sights to be seen. The  beautiful city of
San Francisco is built on hills surrounded by
magnificent views, such as the San Francisco
Bay, Golden Gate Bridge, and the Oakland
Bay Bridge. Contributing to the individual
character of the city are its fogs, cable cars,
Fisherman's Wharf, Chinatown, fine restaur-
ants, huge shopping centres and also i ts
beautiful parks and lakes.

On our arrival we met up with our hosts,
and these people put their time, cars and
themselves at our disposal. I  stayed with a
Mayo family, the Moyletts from Castlebar:
they treated me very well. To m  Moylett is
one of the organisers of the tour out there.
The first night on arrival the Connacht Club
entertained the hurlers and footballers o f
Connacht, and each of us were presented
with beautiful engraved plaques. Each night
there were shows, dinners and dances where
players got the chance to meet the Irish and
the hosts of their team-mates.

On the final night in San Francisco there
was a supper for the teams and the presen-
tation of awards. I t  was a special night for
me as I  received the "Player Of The Tour"
Award. T h e  supper was held in the United
Irish Cultural Centre, a beautiful centre that
was built by voluntary labour by the Irish
people.
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We went down to Los Angeles for a few
days; the city is in complete contrast to San
Francisco. T h e  country is very flat (it's al-
most impossible to find a hill) and the places
of most interest are very far apart. I t ' s  a
beautiful country with Disneyland getting
most of the attention. I  stayed with a Tyrone
family of whom Frank McGuigan was also a
guest. F r a n k  and myself got on great to-
gether, we had a great time and did some
very exciting things together. I t  was at the
game in Los Angeles that I  met up with one
of Mayo's greatest footballers, Dr.  Padraic
Carney; he looks great and sends his regards
to his many friends in Mayo.

On the way home we played in Gaelic Park,
New York: the city is riddled with Mayo
people. I  have an uncle and an aunt there
so I  stayed with them. Gaelic Park presents
the same atmosphere as Croke Park but its
playing surface needs attending to.

And now to come to the football side of it.
The games were very competitive and both
teams gave a great exhibition of football. We
beat the Dubs in the two games we wanted
to win and they didn't like it  one bit. T h e
players on the All-Stars team played the same
type of  football so we had no difficulty in
knitting into a good team. I t 's  great to meet
and play with those chaps and there is noth-
ing better than a  ton-class sportsman. T o
mention a few—Billy Morgan, a great goalie
and the inspiration he gives would bring out
the best in any player; Johnny Hughes of Gal-
way, what a great leader o f  a team he is;
Frank McGuigan of Tyrone, the best fielder
of a ball in the game and the greatest foot,.
bailer I  have ever played with or against; the
great le f t -footed Peter McGinnity, and the
flying CoIm McAlarney of Down. The clever-
ness and pure football ability o f  Jimmy
Barry-Murphy o f  Cork, and the delightful
linking solo runs of Johnny Tobin of Galway,
are but some of the memories I  had of the
games. I  admired Sean Purcell, our team
manager, for the determination he put into
the players; he's a really fine chap.

The highlights of  the games for me was
my duels with David Hickey of Dublin, sure-
ly the greatest half-forward in the game. The
other Dublin players to  impress me were
Brian Mullins, Robbie Kelleher and Tony
Hanahoe.

My visit to California is something I  will
treasure for  a  lifetime. A l l  I  can say is
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thanks to the people who made it 'Possible;
to my hosts; to my club and to my fellow
county team-mates for their very generous
collection. We l l  that's my account of one of
the highlights of my career. I  hope i t  has
been interesting to all

Ger Feeney

ON THE BALL—Ger Feeney in full flight.



BELMULLET SECONDARY
SCHOOL

100 BOYS ON THE ROLLS-
*

AND NOW
ONE OF
MAYO'S

BEST
FOOTBALL
NURSERIES

Eamon Shevlin

The rise o f  Belmullet and Kiltane in to
Mayo senior football has rekindled enthu-
siasm for  football far and wide throughout
Erris, even in the areas where the flame o f
fervour for the native games seemed to have
flickered a n d  died. T h a t  resurgence was
shown b y  the rise o f  the local Secondary
School in colleges' senior football. The school
captured two Connacht titles this year in  C
Division. Their's was a  great achievement
for a school which has only 100 day pupils—
boys—on rolls and only very limited train-
ing facilities compared to other schools i n
the county. They entered their first team in
the Connacht championship s i x  years ago.
Their careful coaching by the trainer, Rev.
Fr. L i a m  Kil leen, succeeded i n  mak ing
a b ig  impression i n  Connacht senior and
junior championships. The school can boast
in producing footballers who donned t h e
green and red of Mayo with distinction i n
minor grade: Donal Barrett, Padraig O'Toole,
Eamon Goonan, John Munnelly, t h e  Cos-
grove brothers from Bangor. Richard played
for the Mayo under 21 team and Bi l ly  Mc-
Manamon.
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BehanBet School Senior team, winners Conacht Colleges "C" Championship.

While the basic objective i s  t o  have as
many as possible i n  the school playing the
game, success is an important bonus. I t  has
been coming to the Belmullet school al l  the
way through the hard work  o f  the  school
trainer and sole selector, Rev. Fr.  Liam Kil-
leen, and the dedication and' spirit  o f  the
boys. Their ultimate ambition is to  develop
the school playing pitch. The other ambition
of the school is to see some of their young
players win their way into the green and red
jerseys of their county. Three of  this year's
team, Eamon Goonan, John Munnelly and
the babe of them all, 16 year old Willie Joe
Padden, were members o f  this year's Mayo
minor panel. John Munnelly played against
Roscommon in  the f i rs t  round and covered
himself with glory with a fine display.

On the school's way to the final, on a cold
October day, they beat Ballinfad by 5-11 to
4-3, and from that  win they gained confid-

ence that saw them hand out a real "hiding"
to Louisburgh by 2-10 to 4 points. A t  the end
of October at Crossmolina they were reeled
back on their heels with a  shock defeat by
Crossmolina by 2-13 to 2-10. T h e y  trained
hard for a replay. After beating Enniscrone
they took on the Deel Rover Boys at New-
port, where they outplayed Crossmolina by
10 points.

All were set now for the semi-final stages
where they prepared hard f o r  their match
against Ballyhaunis. They were worthy win-
ners to qualify for their f irst ever final. On,
a sunny afternoon at McHale Park, Castle-
bar, they faced their b ig  challenge o f  the
season when they took on Galway champions,
Oughterard, i n  the final. Backed b y  home
support they faced their opponents with a l l
the confidence of their previous matches and
collected the i r  f i r s t  senior trophy. What a
rousing reception they got from their school
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supporters who travelled by special coaches
to watch them defeat Oughterard by 2-12 to
1-7. The big names of the win were the capt.
Vincent Noone, who inspired his team mates
from t h e  w o r d  " g o ; "  t h e  h i g h -fielding
Sweeney brothers, Gerard and Johnny, the
intellignet play of Willie Joe Redden at mid-
field, up  front, Padraig Barrett, John Mun-
nelly and Tom Ruddy were always hungry
for scores and the tall, cool under-pressure
Eamon Goonan was the rock which the Ough-
terard forwards could never crack. He was
ably assisted by  Hugh Cormack and Eddie
Geraghty, Frank Conroy and Tom Reilly.

The j un io r  team captured the  schools'
second t i t le with a easy win over Mountbel-
low by 2-8 to 1-5, after they defeated Bally-
haunis i n  the semi-final. T h e  big guns i n
the defeat o f  Ballyhaunis and Mountbellow
were Francis Conroy, Tom Reilly and Tom
Ruddy.

It was a  t ruly great achievement for  the
Belmullet school to have captured two Con-

nacht titles i n  1975, and they have a  very
bright future ahead with u p  a n d  coming
youngsters i n  Edd ie  Geraghty, Michael
Lavelle, Eamon McAndrew, Seamus Nallen,
Paddy J o e  McAndrew,  Bal lycroy b o y s
Eamon F inn and Michael Conway, u p -hold-
ing the future of  the school. A t  a  function
held in the school following their victory, the
Kilcoyne trophy was presented to the win-
ning captain, Vincent Noone, by  the Presi-
dent of the Belmullet Club, Rev. John Mul-
hem, who praised the team and trainer for
the honour they brought t o  Er r is  and the
school. This year a valuable trophy will be
presented to the footballer o f  the year  i n
the school. The school can look back on 1975,
a record-breaking year, and the names o f
trainer Liam Killeen, players like W. J. Pad-
den, Tom Reilly, Eamon Goonan, Hugh Cor-
mack, To m  Reil ly, Francis Conroy, John
Munnelly, wi l l  always be remembered at the
local Secondary School for what they have
given to the G.A.A.

Belmullet School Junior Team.
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CLUB AFFAIRS-1975
MAYO COUNTY G.A.A.  BOARD

OFFICERS, 1075
eresident—Paddy M o d e l l  r
Vice-Preal d ents—iMictha al O'C'ormell ( E ) ;
Very Rev.  Canon P.  W .  -D-ais, P.P.  ( N ) ;
Jim 'M'annion ( S  ); 'Pectraig S e a t t l e  ( W ) .
Chairman—Rev. 'Leo 'Morahan.
Mice-Chiairmen—Michael H i g g i n s  ( E ) ;
Dr. M i a h a e l  ( N ) ;  S e a n  i t z p a r -
rick ( S ) ;  To m m y  Ly o n s  ( W ) .
Secretary—Johnny M u l v e y.
Assistant Secretary a n d  P.R.0 .—Chr is ty
Loftus.
Treesurer—'Pa'dd'y & n a t a l .
Co. Reg is t ra r—John Cre igh ton .
Co. Yo u t h  O f f i ce r - H e n r y  Gav in .

MEMBERS
(5 members  p e r  d iv is ion,  o n e  o f  whom

must h e  'under 21 yea rs  o t  age) .
East—Bernie T o r n  f reeman,  John
Boltingbraok, F r a n k  D i l l o n ,  M a r t i n  K i l -
o a lion
North—Rev. G .  OHieslpie, D e s  F a r r e l l ,
Terry R e i l l y,  J o h n  'Kenny,  J a m e s  C o s -
grove.
South—Brian H e a l y ,  P .  J .  M c G r a t h ,
Collm I d  ellette , ' P a t  L y n n ,  M i c h a e  I
MoD on nett.
West—Giclk C o n  ahoy , G e r r y  H e n r y ,
Henry ' G a v i n ,  ' D e n i s  C a r r o l l ,  F i n t a n
Pepper.
Minor Board  'Chairman—Paddy Waldron .
Under 21 Board  Chai rman—George A r m -
strong.

SUB COMMITTEES O F  THE
COUNTY BOARD

Hurling Board—Oh'airm'an, B a r t  Crowley;
Secretary, N i c k  F i tzs immons;  Members ,
Michael N o l a n ,  E a m o n  F reeman,  S e a n
Keery.
Minor Footba l l  Boa rd—Chairman, Paddy
Waldron; Secretary,  'Sean Re i l l y.  ?Mem-
bers: ( E )  J o h n  Lenehan, Eamon  Burke ;
(N) Rev.  Ger ry  Gi l lespie,  Sean 'Mac Ei l ;
(5) A u s t i n  G-arvin, P r.  IP. Cal l inan;  ( W )
Paddy M u  Id oon, 'Pat  K  Oben e
Under 2 1  ' F o o t b a l l  B o a r d —Chairman,
Georg e A r m  strong; S e c r e t a r y ,  J o h n
Kenny. filemlbers: ( E )  J i m m y  D u l l y,  W i l -
lie 'Gribben; ( N )  P.  J .  Uol tos;  ( S )  Frank

Christy O' IHal i re;  ( W )  M i c k
Devanney, To m  M o y l e t t .
Under 21 t ra ine r—Pat Staunton.
Activit ies Committee—IChairman, To m m y
Lyons; Secretary,  O w l e t *  Lo f tus .  M e m -
bers: ( E )  JOhn 'Creighton, F rank  D i l lon ;
(S) O g d e n  Heaney,  Sean Murphy ;  ( W )
The Cha i rman a n d  Secretary;  ( N )  L i a m
Carey, Te r r y  Rei l ly.
Appeals Committee—Chairman, Rev.  Leo
Morahan; S e c r e t a r y,  J o h n n y  ; M u l v e y.
Memlbers: I f )  To m  IMcNicholes;  ( N )
Robert Tr iggs;  ( S )  Sor t ie  IMICHugh, ( W )
Tomm y Lyons.
Disciplinary C o m m i t t e e —Chairman, F r .
Moralhan; S e l a r e t a r y,  J o h n n y  ' M u l v e y.
Members: ( E )  M i c h a e l  H igg ins ;  11S) T .
J. I F  arraoher; ( W )  To m m y  Ly o n s ;  ( N )
Liam C a r e y.
Finance Commit tee—Chairman, F r .  Mora-
han; Secretary,  Johnn'y Mulvey;  Treasur-
er, Paddy  B a s q u i t  Members :  ( E )  Bern ie

O'Hara; ( N )  'Rdbert  Tr ig 'g  s; ( S )  B e r t i e
McHtroih, ( W )  To m m y  'Lyons.
Grounds C o m m i t t e e  —  'Chairman, D r .
M iclha el ; L o f t u s ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  J o h n n y
B iesity Memlbers :  ( E )  B a b b i e  IO 'Connell;
(N) l i i a m  C a r e y ;  ( S )  To n y  Jenn ings ;
(W)  To n y  O'Todle.
Scor Commi t tee—Chairman, Gerry- Henry;
Secretary, Rciberlt Tr iggs. Members:  'Mar-
tin C o n l o n  J i m m y  ' D u f y,  B i l l y  H o r a n ,
Frank 'Mo l loy,  f i n t a n  P e p p e r.
County Sen io r  Footbal l  Se lectors—Team
Manager, Johnny  ;Carey. Selectors, f rank
McNicholla s, J o h n  'Kenny,  'Seamus G  a I -
lagIher, P a d d y  'Muldoon.
Captains—Mayo S e n i o r  Te a m  C a p t a i n ,
Tom ° M a l l e y ;  Unde r  21 Capta in ,  Richie
Bell; 'Miner 'Captain, To m m y  Kearney.

DIVISIONS
EAST M A Y O  G . A . A .  B O A R D ,  1 9 7 5 —
President, M i c h a e l  O ' C o n n e l l ;  V i c e -
President, ' E r n i e  S a l m o n ;  ' C h a i r m a n ,
Michael n  s ; V i c  e-Ch elm an, Johnny
Biesty; Secretary,  -Bernie 'O'Hara; Treas-
urer a n d  Regist rar,  To m  thilloNicholas.
Divisional w i n n e r s ,  1975—Junior c h a m -
pio n ship: W i n n e r,  'Charlestown; r o  n ner-
up , K  Krim agh U n d e r  2 1  Champion  s
Winner, O h  arlestown; r o  nner- u'p , K i l  -
timao h. M i n o r  olvempiorisbl ip: W i n n e r ,
Charlestown; r u n n e r - u p ,  A u g l h a m o r e .
Juvenile clhlampionship: W i n n e r.  Auglha-
more; runner-up,  CharlesItown. -Under 14
championship: W inne r,  Aughemare;  r u n -
ner-up, Char les town.  P r i m a r y  School ls•
champion ship: W i n n e r ,  Sod in ford ;  n  -
nerup,  Ki l l t i r r iagh.  C a n o n  ' H e n r y  ' C u p :
Winner, K i l t i m a g h .  runner-u lp ,  Cha r l es .
tawn.

CLUBS
AUGHAMORE—Presiden't, S e a m u s
son, n  e n d  P  JR .0 J i m -my
Dulfily; V i c e -Chairman, T o n y  - B o l t o n ;
Selcretary, Ger ry  Groarke; Treasurer,  P a t
Glavey; Registrar,  Seaimus C o x .
County T i t l e s —Under 1 4 :  1 9 7 3 ,  1 9 7 4 .
Minor: 1966. Jun io r :  1969. Intermediate:
1970.
BALLAGHADERREEN--Fresident, F r .  'Laf -
ferty; C h a i r m a n ,  F r .  J o h n  ' D o h e r t y ;
Secretary, J o h n  M a h o r t y ,  T r e a s u r e r ,
Ohrilsty Greeney; Regist rar,  J o e  'Di l lon.
County Ti t les—Minor: 1949, '1968. Junior:
1941, 1968. Sen io r :  '1972.
BALLYHAUNI'S—Presidern, P a d d y  Wa l d -
ron; Chai rman,  JoIhn 'Biesty; Vice-Cheir -
man, P a d d y  'Moran; Secre ta ry,  'Michael
M'olori n: A s s i  sten / S e c r e t a r y,  I D e r m o t
Eagney; Treasurer,  ;Frank 'Di l lon;  IP.R.0.,
Michael O'Connel l .
County Ti t les—Minor: 1952. Jun io r :  1957.
intermediate: 1968. 'Senior:  '1958.
ftNNAGH (E .M .C . )—Pres iden t ,  P a d d y
Ryan; C h a i r m a n ,  Eamon 'Burke;  V i c e -
Chairman, John  'Biesty; Secretary,  M i c h -
ael 'Muf f in .
BOHOLA—President, F r .  ' M a r t i n  M c -
Mann S; C h a i r m a n ,  I C  ath all ' H e  nivel ly;
Vice-Oh ai a ' n  a  nd . 0  K i l -
coy-ne; Selcreta'ny, J o e  M c E v o y ;  Trea 's-
oirer, W i l l i e  M a l i c e ;  'Reg i s t r a r,  S e a n
Mullerkey.
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We wish to thank the various
club offLials who responded
to our request for  details o f
their club's activities in 1975.

CHARLESTOWN SARSFIELDS—Pres id en t,
Canon G a l l a g h e r ; ' C h a i r m a n ,  A i d e n
Henry; V i c e -Chairman, Rober t  O'Connel l ;
Secretary, P a t  We l s h ;  Treasurer,  M a r t i n
Harken; R e g i s t r a r  a n d  P R O . ,  E r n i e
Salmon.
County Ti t les—Urvder 1 6 :  1974.  M i n o r :
1953. Under  21: 1975. Jun ior :  1933, '1938,
1951, 1953, 1963.
SONNAGH ( E . M . C . ) — P r e s i d e n t ,  B r i e n
Moran; Chai rman,  'Andrew Wa l s h ;  S e c -
retatry, E rn ie  Sa lmon;  Tre.asulrer, R o b e r t
O'Connell; ' R e g i s t r a r,  ' E r n i e  S a l m o n ;
P R O . .  A l d e n  'Henry.
FOXFORD—President, Pe te r  1101a n; 'Oh-air-
man, T o m  J o y c e ;  V i c  e -Ch a irm a'n , J i m
McDonnell; Reg is t rar  a n d  P R O . ,  M i c h -
ael 'Staunton; Treasu re r,  P a d r a l g  G a n -
non.
County Titles---iMirvor: 1946.
K I  M AG H--0 re slid e ,  M i chae l  Carney ;
()ha i rm'a n, M i c h a e l H i g g i n s ;  V i c  e-Ch man,air-

'Larry M a l k i n ;  J o i n t  'Secretaries,
Tom 'Higgins,  J o h n n y  Ly d o n ;  Treasurer,
Thomas 'MoNicholas; -Registrar, M i c h a e l
Higgins; P A D . ,  To m  H igg ins .
County Ti t l es—Junior: 1936, 1939, 1967.
Minor: 1971. Juveni le :  1968, 1969, 1970.
Under 21 :  1970.
CILL A O D A I N  (E.M.C.)—Chairman, Joihn
Ron'ane, Secretary,  J o h n  Car ro l l ;  Treas -
urer, J i m  H igg ins .
SWI'NfORD—Partnon, M o n s t  nor 'Collier-an;
President, ' B e r n i e  O ' H a r a ;  ICh 'a  len an,
John Bol l inglbrook;  V i c e -Chairmen, J o e
Murray; S e c r e t a r y  a n d  ' P R O . ,  L u k e
OW F i n a n t  e C o m m  ittee: M a r t i n
Sheerin, J a c k  ' P i d g e o n ,  O w e n  ' R o e

Nei H.
County T i t l e s —M in or: 1 9 5 1 .  J u n i o r :
1954.
KILLASSER w o n  -a c o u n t y  m i n o r  t i t l e  i n
1937 a n d  a  j u n i o r  t i t l e  i n  1935 .  T h e
parish ' now p l a y s  w i t h  Sw in fo rd .
TOOREEN H U R L I N G  C L U B —Ch'airma'n,
A utie H e n r y ;  V i c e  Ch airm-a n, EaMOTI
Freeman; S e c r e t a r y,  M i c h a e l  N o l a  n
Treasurer a n d  Regis t rar,  A u s t i n  H e n r y ;
P R O . ,  To n y  Henry.
County Ti t l es—Juvenile: 1 ,  1960. M i n o r :
1, 1973 .  S e n i o r :  4 ,  1 9 6 6 ,  1972 ,  1 9 7 4 ,
1975,

NORTH M AY O  BOARD—President, Canon
P. W .  D a v i s ;  Vice-Prelside'nts, Ip, 'Flynn,
B. Coyne ,  F r .  ' M o i l -tern, F r .  V .  M o o r e ,
Fr. O 'Ho ra ,  S .  'Hackett  a n d  W .  O 'Don-
nell; O h  a irma n, D r .  ' M i c h a e l  ' L o t t o  s;
Vice-Chairmen, T .  IV I t 'Nee ly,  Tie rn ' a ' n
Reilly, S .  'Cagney,  ' P .  Lave l le ,  T e r r y
Reilly, S .  D u f f y  a n d  J .  J .  Barret t .  S e c -
retary, L i a m  Carey ;  Treasurer,  W .  ' M c -
Caffrey.
Divisional w inne rs ,  1975—Junior c h a m -
pionship: W i n n e r,  Crossmol ina;  r u n n e r -
up, B  11 niCOM'Ori U n d e r  2 1  Champion-
Ship: W i n n e r ,  K n o c k m o r e ;  r u n n e r - u p ,
Bon n iconl on M i n o r  championship;  W i n -
ner, K n o c k m o r e ;  ' r u n n e r - u p ,  K i l t a n e .
Juvenile champions'h'ip: W i n n e r,  N e p h i n
Gaels: runner-up,  Round  Towers .  U n d e r
14 championship:  W i n n e r,  Ba l l ina ;  r u n -
ner-up, Crossmal ine.



ARDNAREE—President, W a l t e r  ( ) V o n -
nell; C h a i r m a n ,  M i c k e y  L y n n ;  V i c e -
Chairmen, George A rms t rong  a n d  P.  J .
Gilmartin; S e c r e t a r y ,  G e r r y  C o n n o r ;
Treasurer, B e r n i e  Gal lagher.
Titles—Junior: 1952,  1959.
BALLINA STEPHENITES—Prevident, Ge r -
ald C o w e l l ;  C h a i r m a n ,  T e r r y  'Re i l l y ;
Woe-Chairman, S e a n  H e a l y ;  S e c r e t a r y,
Stanley Rowe; Treasurer, 'P. J .  Gi l lespie;
Registrar, !Bro. N icho las.
C'ou'n':y T i t l e s —Under 1 4 :  1975 .  Sen io r :
1904 t o  1916, 1916, 1926, 1924 t o  1929,
1933, '1935, 1938, 1946, 1943, 1947, 1956,
1966, to ta l  29. Junior :  1931. 'Minor:  1935,
1936, 1938, 1945, '1948, 1950, 1968, 1960,
1967.
BELMULLET—President, F r .  S e a n  ' M a l -
tern:  Chlairma'n, Reddy 'Lavelle; 'Registrar
and Secre tary,  'Eddie Cul i fe;  Treasurers,
Ed'die D i v e r s  a n d  N o e l  R e i l l y ;  P. R . O . ,
Eamon ShevHirt
County Ti t l e s—Junior: 1943, 1944, 1973.
Intermediate: 1974. M i n o r :  1956, 1962.
CROSSMOLINA—Patron, D e a n  B .  M c -
Loughlin; P r e s i d e n t ,  T i e r n a ' n  R e i l l y ;
Vice-Presidents, J o s e p h  M1101101,y, P r .
Lavin, J o h n  O ' M a l l e y ;  C h a i r m a n ,  O r .
Michael Lo f tus ;  V i c e -Chairmen, S e r g t .
Pat Sharkey,  W i l l i a m  'Loftus; Secre tary,
Margaret A n n  Brogan;  A s s i s t a n t  Secre-
tary, P a d d y  C a w l e y ;  Treasurer,  R o b e r t
Marsh; A s s i s t a n t  Treasurer a n d  R e g i s -
trar, C y r i l  C l i n t on ;  Tra ine r,  F r a n k  C a s -
tello. B a r d  n o  n -0'g—Chairman, f r .  B .
Flaban; 'Secretary,  'Cyr i l  C l i n t o n .
County T i t l e s — B e n i o r :  1 9 4 9 .  J u n i o r :
19211, 1947, 1955, 1962, 1975.
CROSSMOLINA H U R L I N G  C L U B --,Chair-
man, Sean Kearny; Secretary,  J o e  Lyons;
Treasurer, J i m  Ryan.
BONNICONION—President, C a n o n  James
Henry; V i c e -President, J o l h n  N e m ;
Chairman, F r a n k  M u l l e n ;  S e c r e t a r y ,
Donal Tu'olhy; Treasurer,  D i m l y  Langan;
Team Manager,  J i m m y  f o o d y.
BALLYCASTLE—lPresidem, Sergea'nt  C o l -
l ins; 'Cl i ta i rm'an, J o h n  W a l s h ;  V i c e -
Ch'airman, I M i c h a e l  f o r d e ;  S e c r e t a r y,
Aida!, Tighe ;  Treasurer,  !Brian Golden.
County T i t l e s —Senior: 1936 ,  1937 .
LAHARDANE MacHALES—Prelsident, Can

McCalifirey; Chai rman,  S tephen  Calg-
neY; V i t e - C h a i r m a n ,  ' B r e n d a n  C o y n e ;
Registrar, Sec .  and  P.R.O.,  P.  J .  ta l tu ,s ;
Treasurer, 'Sergeant James  F r i e l .
NEPHIN GAELS ( E . M . C . ) —
KILLALA—President, J o h n  Kinhatit; Chair-
man, F r .  S e a n  H a v e n ' s ;  S e c r e t a r y,
Michael ' M c A n d r e w ;  T r e a s u  Ter, T o n y
McAndrew.
LACKEN—iPresident, P a t r i c k  ' C o l l i n s ;
Chairman, M a r t i n  Fordo;  V i c e -Oh airman.
Michael F i t z m a u r l c e ;  S e c r e t a r y,  J o h n
Cosgrove; Treasurer,  B r i a n  f o r d e .
County Ti t le—Seniar:  '1917.
KILCOMMON—Chlairman, F r .  B r i a n  C o n -
lon, C . C . ;  Sec r ' e t a r y,  ' G a m l e n ;
Tretsurers, Sea'muls D e  B u r c a ,  Seamus
MoGrath.
KILTANE—Previde'nt, C a n o n  B a r r e t t :
Chairman, P a d d y  Cosgrove;  V i c e -Chair-
man, M e i s e l  Go lden ;  ' S e c r e t a r y  a n d
Treasurer, R o b e r t  T r i g g s ;  ' R e g i s t r a r ,
Liam Carey ;  P R O . ,  F r .  O 'Hora .
County T i t l e s —Junior: 1 9 7 2 .  i n t e r m e -
diate: '1973.
KNOCKMORE—President, F r .  S e a n  O u r -
loan;'Chairman, D e s  Farrel l ;  V i c e -Chair-
man, J a c k  M c N e e l y ;  S e c r e t a r y  a n d
Registrar, S e a n  l iAaclHale;  T r e a s u r e r ,
John MieNeelly.
COUrp,v Ti t les lo te rm 'ed ia l te :  1972.  S e n -
ior: 1973.

SOUTH M A Y O  B O A R D —President, J i m
Mansion; V i c e -Presidents, S e a m u s
O'Malley, F r a n k  B r e n n a n  a n d  J o h n
Healy; Chairman,  Sean Fi tzpatr ick;  V i c e -
Chairman, P .  J .  M c G r a t h ;  S e c r e t a r y,
Sean Murphy ;  Treasurer,  John  Mu ldoon;
Registrar, Jack ie  Lutugan.
Divisional W inne rs ,  1975: J u n i o r  Cham-
pionship: w i n n e r s ,  Dav i t t s ;  runners -up ,
Neale. U n d e r  21 Championship: w inners ,
Garrymore; r u n n e r s - u p ,  O l a r e m o r r i s .
Minor Championship:  w inners ,  S t .  u e r -
aids; r u n n e r s - u p ,  Ba l l i n robe .  J u v e n i l e :
winners, C l a r e m o r r i s ;  runners-up,  K i t -
maine. Unde r  14 Championship: w inners ,
Ballinnabe; r unne rs -up ,  N e a l e .  P r i m a r y
School: w i n n e r s ,  C la remor r is ;  r u n n e r s -
up, Ball inro'be.
BALLINROBE, Footba l l—Patron, R t .  R e v.
Mons. M i t c h e l l ;  P r e s i d e n t ,  R e v .  A .
O'Toole; C h a i r m a n ,  M i c h a e l  M u l v e y ;
Vice-Chairman, M .  C o y n e ;  S e c r e t a r y,
Marian Tr e a c y ;  A s s i s t a n t  Secretary,  T .
Jennings; Treasurer,  C .  O'Haire;  A s s i s t -
ant Treasurer,  M .  Conway.
County Ti t les—Minor,  1961; Jun io r,  1958.
BALLINROBE, H u r l i n g —Chairman, P a t
Malone; S e c r e t a r y,  W i l l i e  Loughnene;
Treasurer, C h r i s t y  O 'Lough l i n ;  T r a i n e r,
Brother Bannon.
CLAREMORRIS—President, D r.  J o h n  M c -
Hugh; Cha i rman,  C o r m a c  Hanley;  V i c e -
Chairman, Sean  Fi tzpatr ick;  Secretary &
Registrar, J a c k i e  D u g g a n ;  Trea ' su re r,
Henry Cleary; P R O . ,  Seamus Gal lagher.
GARRYMORE—President, J i m  M a n n  ion;
Chairman, J i m  N a l l y ;  V i c e -Chairmen,
Declan Heaney and To n y  O'Toole;  Secre-
tary &  Regis t rar,  D a n n y  Do lan ;  Tr e a s -
urer, B rendan  C o n r o y ;  P R O . ,  B e r t i e
McHugh.
County Ti t l e s —U-14, '1971; M i n o r ,  1956,
1959, 1973 &  '1974; Jun io r,  1961; I n t e r -
mediate, 1965, 1969; Senior,  1974, 1975.
CARRAS ( E M C ) —Chairman, B e r t i e  M c -
Hugh; Secretary To m  McHugh.
D Av i r r s  ( I r i sh town )—Cha i rman ,  M a l -
achy (Rob in )  Keane;  Registrar  &  Secre-
tary, A u s i n  O'Donnel l ;  Treasurer, Francis
McGrath.
GLENCORRIB—President, J o e  Geraghty;
Chairman, F r .  C u i l i n a n ;  V i c e -Chairman,
John M u l l o y ;  Treasurer,  Secre ta ry  a n d
PRO. ,  T o m  M a h a n ;  Reg i s t ra r,  P a d d y
Sullivan.
KILMAINE—Patron, C a n o n  M c E v i f l y ;
President, F r .  R u s h e ;  C h a i r m a n ,  T o m
Doherty; V i c e -Chairman, B i l l  L o u g h l i n ;
Secretary, M i c h a e l  B u r k e ;  T r e a s u r e r ,
Michael M u r p h y ;  R e g i s t r a r ,  M i c h a e l
D0llneliOn; P. f1 .0 . ,  P.  J .  McGra th .
County T i t l e s —Minor,  1 9 3 8 ;  I n t e r m e d -
iate, 1968.
NEALE—President, J o e  Me l l o t t e ;  C h a i r -
man, F r.  Brendan Cavanagh; V i c e -Chair-
men, J o h n  M c G r a t h ;  S e c r e t a r y,  L a r r y
O'Dea; Treasurer,  Sergt .  T.  Cur ley;  Reg-
istrar, To m  McGovern;  P R O . ,  M ichae l
Keane.
ST. GERARDS—President ,  F r .  J .  J .
Crib-ben; C h a i r m a n ,  P a d d y  S h e r i d a n ;
Secretary, Richard Be l l ;  Treasurer,  J o h n
Walsh; P R O . ,  Ta m  Moran .
County Ti t l es—Minor,  1975.
ST. C O M A N S ,  Hol lymount—Presidents,
Paddy Re i l l y,  P e t e r  M c H u g h  a n d  J o h n
Healy; C h a i r m a n ,  J .  J .  TrenCh: V i c e -
Chairmen, S e a n  R e i l l y  a n d  D e n i s  M u r -
phy; Secretary,  Michae l  Sheridan; Treas-
urer, Johnny  Walsh;  P R O . ,  To m  Moran,
County Ti t les—Junior,  1956, 1964.
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BURRISHOOLE—President, R e v.  F r .  M c -
Chairman, C h r i s t y  Lo f tus ;  V i c e .

Chairman, S e a m u s  K e l l y ;  S e c r e t a  ry,
Francis D a l y ;  T r e a s u r e r ,  P a d d y  Mo 'n -
aghan; Regis t rar,  P e t e r  Bourke ;  P R O , ,
Christy Lo f t us .  Commi t tee :  H u g h  C a n -
non, J o h n  N o l a n ,  M a r t i n  a n d  M i c h a e l
Hughes, Pe te r  Moran,  M ichae l  Coste l lo .
Projects: P a y i n g  o f f  d e b t  ' incurred i n
building o f  dress ing rooms .

BREAFFY—President, J o h n n y  L y o n s ;
Chairman, T o m m y  L y o n s ;  S e c r e t a r y,
John Caul f ie ld ;  Treasure r,  To m m y  B a s -
quill; Regist rar,  J .  Caul f ie ld;  P R O . ,  J .
Caulfield. C o m m i t t e e :  J o h n  K e n n e l l y,
Luke Walsh,  To m  Walsh,  Padraic Walsh,
Michael C a u l f i e l d ,  N o e l  B u r k e ,  J a h n
Mulcahy.
Projects: Purchase  o f  c l u b  g r o u n d s  a t
Breaffy; runn ing  o f  mon th l y  Communi ty
Socials; runn ing o f  a  tournament  dur ing
summer season.
County Ti t les—County Jun io r  f inal, 1966.

WESTPORT—President, R e v.  J o h n  C o s -
grave; Chairman,  P .  J .  M u l d o o n ;  V i c e -
Chairman, J o h n n y  G r o d e n :  S e c r e t a r y,
Aida'n W a l s h ;  Treasurer,  D e n i s  Car re l l .
Committee: C h r i s  G r a d y,  T o m  N a v i n ,
John Reyno lds ,  P e t e r  Reynolds ,  J o h n
Groden, Eamon  Ket ter ick ,  Padra ig  C u n -
ningham, M ichae l  Grady.
Projects: C lear ing  o f  c l u b  deb t .
County T i t l e s —Senior L e a g u e ,  1 9 7 5 ;
Junior, 1970,  1 9 4 1 ;  U - 1 6 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  1971 ,
1970, 1966; U-14 ,  1976, 1968.

PARKE—*resident, F r.  M .  Jennings,  P.P.;
Chairman, M i c h a e l  C o n n o r ;  V i c e -Chair-
man, To m  Law less ;  Secretary,  M i c h a e l
Kearns; Treasurer,  Ger ry  Carney; Regis-
trar, M ichae l  Connor;  P R O . ,  To m  Row-
ley. Commi t tee :  M I .  O 'Boy le ,  G .  C a r -
ney, W .  M u r p h y,  T .  Law less ,  F .  M c -
Hale, P .  J e n n i n g s ,  M I .  K e a r n s ,  F r .
Quinn, C . C . ,  M I .  C o n n o r,  T .  O 'Boy le ,
C. Moran.
Projects: F u n d  ra is ing  f o r  t h e  purchase
of c o m p l e t e  n e w  a t t i r e ,  r e n t e d  n e w
pitch w i t h  t h e  in tent ion  o f  obta in ing  i t
on permanent  bas is  f o r  comple te  deve-
lopment.

ISLANDEADY--President, Rev.  P.  &really.
C.C.; C h a i r m a n ,  J o h n  ( S o n n y )  R i c e ;
Vice-Chairman, L ia 'm Sad le r ;  Secre ta ry,
Ends Kenny,  T.D . ;  Treasurer, Sean Moy -
lett; Regis t rar,  To m m i e  O'Br ien ;  P.R.O. ,
Ends K e n n y.  Commi t tee :  Pe te r  Co l l ins ,
T. Pitxzgeraid, J o e  Moy le t t ,  Jack ie  D i l l -
ley, To m m i e  Moyle t t ,  Michae l  Col l ins .
Projects: P lann ing  permiss ion  h a s  n o w
been o b t a i n e d  t o  commence  w o r k  o n
Community Cen t re ,  i n c l u d i n g  d r e s s i n g
rooms,
Titles—Won 'Co. Intermediate ' t i t le, 1975.

ACHILL—President, Ve r y  Rev.  C a n o n  J .
A. Co l l e ran ,  P. P. ;  C h a i r m a n ,  Pad ra ig
Sectighthe; V i c e -Chairman, R e v.  J .  F a l -
lon, C . C . ;  Secretary,  'Patrick J .  ,Killbana;
Treasurer, J o e  Hea l y ;  P R O . ,  J a h n  J .
McNamara. C o m m i t t e e .  T h o m a s  John-
stone, Pat r ick  McFadden, Frank Murtagh,
Seamus M u r r a y,  Bren'da'n M u r r a y,  P a t -
rick M c G i n t y ,  M i c h a e l  K i l b e n e ,  S e a n
Gavin, J o h n  C .  Gal lagher,  M i c h a e l  T .
Gallagher.
Projects: Ex tend ing ,  l e ve l l i ng ,  d r a i n i n g
of c l u b  p lay ing  f i e l d  t o  have  a  p lay ing
area o f  140 yards b y  86 yards. Proposed
official open ing ,  M a y,  1976.



NORTH MAYO

A GOOD YEAR WITH
THREE COUNTY

TITLES
says Terry Reilly

THE YEAR 1975 wasn't a  bad one f o r
North Mayo i n  fact i t  was quite good,
with three county titles coming to the Divi-
sion.

Pride of place, o f  course, goes to Cross-
molina who bridged a thirteen years gap by
recapturing the Divisional and County Jun-
ior Crown, bringing vindication for a lot  of
hard work in  developing St. Tiernan's Park
and pressing on with the game in lean times.

Corner forward Christy Commons was the
man privileged t o  lead a f ine s ide  which
gave everything when i t  mattered most, in
the divisional final against Bonniconlon, and
in the county final against fancied Ball in-
tubber. M u c h  o f  the honours must go t o
team manager Frank Costello, t h e  former
Mayo stalwart, who brought his team to the
peak at the right time.

CrosSmolina shared, too ,  i n  t h e  Mayo
Masters (Over 30's) football championship
success. Amalgamated with Knockmore and
Lahardane, Crossmolina players were in  the
majority in the side and wasn't i t  fitting that
Dr. Mickey Loftus should be  on the side?
The competition was his brainchild and he
played no little part in  poaching scores, es-
pecially i n  the North Mayo f inal  against a
strona Ballina/Ardnaree/Bonniconlon com-
bination.

A hat-trick o f  championship succeses was
achieved when the Crossmolina U-16 team
won the  Nor th  Mayo f i na l  i n  impressive
style.

The honours went around fairly well. Bal-
lina won the county Under 14 title under the
captaincy o f  N i a l  Heffernan, brother o f
county goalkeeper Ivan, and that fine team
must form the basis of  a bright future fo r
Ballina Stephenites.

Knockmore won the divisional minor and
Under 21 t i t les to atone f o r  the i r  senior
championship set-back, while the Erris clubs
—Kiltane and Belmullet—reached the sen-
ior league and  senior championship semi-
finals respectively. Lahardane w o n  t h e
North Mayo junior league title.

The year saw the emergence, too, of Bon-
niconlon as a major force. T h e i r  fine young
junior team pushed Crossmolina to the l imit
and served notice that 1976 could be their
year. Remember, i t  was i n  1956 that the
club won their last North Mayo junior title!

At the end of the year Ardnaree Sarsfields
announced their intention of stepping back
to junior status and their presence is bound
to put the cat among the pigeons.

Ye s .  I  cr7g i s  n l r e a d v  s h a p i n g  u p  a s  a n  e x -
tremely interesting year!
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A

CHAMPION

TWELVE TIMES OVER

THE YEAR 1975 may be described as an
uneventful year for Mayo sport i n  general,
but the usual expected A l l -Ireland title came
in through Peter McGee from Newport, who
again won the senior hardball singles title,
making i t  a record four times in a row.

Some people may say that he is  l ike the
proverbial river that goes on for ever, as he
is now playing for the county fo r  the 16th
season and showing no signs of slowing up.

Starting i n  the minor grade in  1960, and
although not winning an A l l -Ireland at this
grade, a t  t he  age o f  19 he  won a Junior
Doubles Softball title in 1962, being partner-
ed by  Mick Walsh from Charlestown. T h e
most novel feature of this partnership was
the age difference o f  20 years between the
Mayo players.

These same players had the pleasure of
winning a senior softball doubles title at the
old alley in Croke Park in 1966. T h i s  again
represented another record as this was the
first t ime t h a t  this t i t l e  came t o  Mayo.
Speaking of new achievemens, the following
can be put on record concerning Peter. H e
was the first Connacht player to win either
a senior hardball singles and doubles titles;
to win three hardball doubles in a row, and
to win six hardball singles titles.

Most of these achievements have gone un-
noticed by the populace as handball does not
command the same popularity as, say Gaelic
football, in  this county. However, with the
advent o f  handball o n  television and t h e
building of new courts things have improved
considerably in this respect.

Peter McGee talks to Tom Courell
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The question always arises as to  what
makes one individual player stand out in any
sport. W h e n  asked t o  comment o n  th i s
Peter says: " I t  is something one is born with
as no amount o f  practice or  dedication will
make a player A l l -Ireland class i f  he has not
got the natural ability. H e  can improve his
game to his own satisfaction and enjoy it but
unfortunately n o t  everyone can ga in  t o p
class honours.

"Coupled to  this natural ability one must
have an abundance of  guts: by this I  mean
the wil l to win—the ability to come up off
the floor when almost down and out. I  have
met some beautiful stylists in  my time but
lacking the k i l ler  instinct or guts to go the
whole way.

" I  think that is what is wrong with a lot
of sportsmen, including the Mayo footballers
—the will to win and the guts to dig in when
everything seems lost .  T h e  physical de-
mands i n  t h i s  game o f  handball a r e  f a r
greater than in most other sports.

"How many men can say that they have
pushed themselves so hard that there was no
more sweat l e f t  in the i r  bodies o r  the i r
tongues begin to  dry up through sheer ex-
haustion, and sti l l  keep on?

"That is what I  mean by guts. T h e  third
thing, o f  course, is physical fitness. T h i s
may seen a little high-handed as I  have never
trained myself overmuch but I  have what I
call natural stamina, being able t o  go the
distance most times."

He went on: "Maybe this is only an excuse
for laziness, bu t  that is my theory. I  can
see too many young country lads, physically
f i t  f rom manual labour, being dragged into
training sessions a n d  o n l y  having t h e i r
muscles tightened up by physical jerks and
so on, leaving them in such a way that they
do not look forward to any more exercise.

"These players would be far better off with
less exercises and then they would be sharp
and keen to have a go. A n y  reasonably fit
youngster who looks after himself by eating
well and not drinking or smoking too much
should be capable of staying the pace for at
least one hour's play."

After so many years in top class handball
there must be some individual games which
stand out in his memory. Peter  admits that
all the Al l -Ireland finals would be remember-
ed, especially the first, but the one game he
remembers ac illustrating his former points
was a  semi-final handball singles game
against the best handballer in  the country,
Paddy Hickey from Tipperary.

This game was played i n  Roscommon i n
1965 and Peter was being beaten two games
to ni l  and being led 19-9 in the third. How-
ever, he fought back, won that game 21-20,
and won the next two 21-12, 21-5.

Again in last year's singles final the score
stood at two games each between himself and
Pat McGarry f rom Limerick. I n  the f inal
and f i f th game McGarry was leading 20-12
and looked set for  victory. I n  a last ditch
stand Peter edged him out and retained his
title. Grea t  games he remembers too, are
doubles matches with Paddy Bollingbrook,
"the iron man from Castlebar," and himself
played against Tipperary and Kildare. A l l
five game matches where the Mayo players
fought back from two games down to win in
the f i f th.  T h i s  was the partnership which
won three titles in a row in 1965P66P67.

When asked to name the greatest player,
without hesitation Peter plumped f o r  the
famed John Ryan f rom Wexford, who had
everything. T h e  best doubles partnership,
undoubtedly Paddy Downey a n d  J i m m y
O'Brien from Kerry.

As regards any  question o f  retirement
Peter's answer was: " I  wi l l  definitely hand
over to someone bu t  not unti l  some young
player in  the county comes up to  beat me.
Then I  can say that I  have a successor to
take over."

But at this stage there does not seem to
be any  other player on the horizon, so i t
looks as i f  the man to whom winning the
four Connacht titles in one year is becoming
a formality w i l l  be around fo r  many more
years to come to hold the name of  Mayo to
the fore in handball circles.

Below is a  list of  A l l -Ireland titles won
by h im:
1962—Junior Softball Doubles w i t h  M i c k

Walsh.
1965—Senior
1965—Senior

ingbrook.
1966—Senior

Walsh.
1966—Senior

ingbrook.
1967—Senior
1967—Senior

ingbrook.
I 972—Senior
1973—Senior
1974_Senior
1974—Senior

leran.
1975—Senior
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Hardball Singles.
Hardball Doubles with P. Bol-

Softball Doubles w i t h  M .

Hardball Doubles with P. Bol-

Hardball Singles.
Hardball Doubles with P. Bol-

Hardball Singles.
Hardball Singles.
Hardball Singles.
Hardball Doubles with B. Col-

Hardball Singles.



HINDS 111
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, CASTLEBAR.

WHOLESALE ,CASH 'N'  CARRY
Largest Wholesale Grocery Dis!ributors in the West of Ireland.

Special catering sections for hoteliers at keenest prices.
TRIFTMARKET GROUP—Exclusive to our Cash 'N' Carry customers

window bills and in-store cards supplied free. Special Offers every two weeks.
HOURS O F  BUSINESS: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday-9 .30  a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

LATE NIGHT—Friday.

"NILANDS ARE ALWAYS ON THE BALL."

MODERN BRIDES
See our range of

Colour Wedding Albums
Ask for °notations.

BOUQUETS, SPRAYS & CARNATIONS.

TOM CAMPBELL
CAMPBELL'S PHOTOGRAPHY,

SPENCER STREET, CASTLEBAR. P h o n e  579.
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LOCAL PURCHASING MEANS
LOCAL SERVICE.

Let your local experts
provide you with

SWEDA CASH
REGISTERS

BACKGROUND MUSIC
SPECIALISTS

Hi-Fi Office Equipment.

WESTERN
BUSINESS
SYSTEMS

CASTLEBAR. 7 5 8 .

When in CLAREMORRIS call to

SMYTH'S

FOODMARKET
Where you can shop in  comfort from a

large selection o f

GROCERIES, PROVISIONS,
WINES, SHERRIES

GLASSWARE and LIGHT WARE
at keenest prices.

WE GIVE GREEN SHIELD STAMPS
It will pay you to give us a call!

BESTS
CASTLEBAR

FOR ONE STOP SHOPPING.

Groceries, Provisions,
Fresh Meat, Green Grocery,

Wines and Spirits,
Men's Wear, Footwear,

Ladies' Fashions
Hardware, Toys, Fancy Goods.

It Pays Dividends!

BESTS SUPERSTORE, Castiebar
Phone 431.
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PARSONS of CASTLEBAR
CASTLEBAR'S LEADING DEPARTMENT STORE.

Huge stocks of
LADIES' and GENTS' DRAPERY and HOUSEHOLD GOODS.

LARGEST SHOE DEPARTMENT IN THE WEST.
Now Open: LADIES' ULTRA-MODERN FASHION SHOP.

For selection and value this is the place to shop. O u r  prices are the keenest
to be found anywhere.

PARSONS (Castlebar) LTD.
Shoe Specialists and General Drapers.

MAIN STREET, CASTLE BAR. ' P h o n e  37.

Arcadia Ballroom,
Belcarra

MAYO'S TOP THURSDAY NIGHT
DANCE VENUE.

Dance to Ireland's
Top Bands

in the frientrly
Arcadia Atmosphere.

Brose Walsh and
The Rockaways

Provide Music for
all occasions.

FOR DANCES, WEDDINGS,
DINNERS, SOCIALS

and PARTIES.
For music to set your feet

a'dancing, contact

BELCARRA 5.
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CELEBRATE YOUR SUCCESS
with

SUPERB TROPHIES
from

JOE
MURTAGH

Jeweller,
MAIN ST., CASTLEBAR.

Largest selection of

CUPS
PLAQUES

TROPHIES
and

MEDALS
at keenest prices.

All Sports catered for.

ENGRAVING.
r3rw.iT

Phone: 347.

For the best
in dancing

COME TO THE

Town Hall
CIAREMORRIS

WHERE ONLY THE BEST
BANDS PLAY.

£500
BIG SESSION
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT.
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THE WEST'S TOP SPORTSWRITERS
*  TO M  COURELL

*  TERRY REILLY

*  MICK O'CONNELL

*  LIAM MOLLOY

*  J I M  LYDON

Line Out Weekly

IN

'INESIE N PEOPLE'
THE CONNACHT CHAMPIONS!
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