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Apropos o f  t h e  s e - m i n g  d e s i r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G a e l i c  c l u b s  o f

Mayo t o  l e t  t h e i r  game become a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  A  GAEL w r i t e s : -

Now t h a t  Co  Ga lway  i s  u p  and  d o i n g ,  a n d  a r e  a b o u t  e l e c t i n g  t h e i r

o f f i c e s  f o r  coming  y e a r ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  b e  p o p p e d ,

'What h a s  happened o l d  Mayo ,  w h e r e  many a  h a r d - f o u g h t  a s  w e l l  a s

s c i e n t i f i c  m a t c h  was w i t n e s s e d  some y e a r s  ago?  S o  e a r n e s t  w e r e

the Co Commit tee  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  a t  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  game t o

f u r t h e r  t h e  movement t h a t  t h e y  c a r r i e d  g l o r y  and  f a m e  w i t h  e v e r y

argument .  Men o f  s p o r t i n g  p r o c l i v i t i e s ,  a c t u a t e d  b y  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l

d e s i r e  t o  make t h e  movement i n c r e a s e  i n  numbers and  s t r e n g t h

y e a r l y ,  f o u n d  a n  en joymen t  a l s o  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  t o u r n a  ments

held t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y .  E v e r y t h i n g  passed  o f f  f a i r l y  w e l l  u n t i l

191 when t h e  p a s s i n g  k n e l l '  o f  f o o t b a l l  was s o u n d e d ,  c a u s e d  b y

the i d i o s y n c r a s y i e s  o f  p e s s i m i s t i c  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a s  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g

paragraph  w i l l  show.T.Tnjust d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  r e n d e r e d  b y  r e f e r e e s

i n  t h i s  way - - i f  a  p l a y e r  happened t o  commit  a  f o u l ,  a c c i d r e n t a l

o r  o n  pu rposes  t h e  o p p o s i n g  s i d e  w o i l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  m a t c h ;  a n d

imbued w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o  f a i r  p l a y  t o  b e  g i v e n  i n

f u t u r e  o n  t h e  a w a r d ,  t h e r e  was a  r e m a r k a b l e  f a l l i n g  o f f  o f  p l a y e r s .

To make m a t t e r s  e v e n  w o r s e ,  p a r e n t s  g rumb led  l o n g  and  l o u d l y  a t

the ' l a r g e '  s u  s  o f  money t h e y  had t o  p l a y  f o r  o u r  h i r e  and  many

were t h e  v o i c e s  r a i s e d  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  f r e e  conveyance  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t

venues, t h e  money t o  b e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e s .  I f  t h e

funds w - r e  t o  b e  m i s a p p r o p r i a t e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t

i t  w o u l d  b e  mak ing  c o n f u s i o n  wo rse  c o n f o u n d e d ,  a n d  p u t  a n  end  t o

tournaments  i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  I f  a  y o u t h  chooses t o  b e  p r o v i d e n t

and h o a r d  u p  a l l  h i s  e a r n i n g s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d ,

nonsenS ica l  p r e c e p t s  w i i c h  g u i d e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s ,

s u r e l y  h e  i s  n o t  s o  g u l l i b l e  t o  f a n c y  f o r  a  moment t h a t  h e  c a n

en joy  h i m s e l f  when h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  a l l o c a t e d  s p a n .



(2)

S u f f i c e  t o  s a y ,  t h e  game i s  beyond  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,

and t h e  p a r t i e s  who w i l l  s h o u l d e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  d o n i s e -

the  o u t s i d e  P u b l i c ,  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y,  m i g h t  now e s s a y  a n d  i n t r o d u c e

a game more  t o  t h e i r  t a s t e .

A GAEL,

( C a s t l e b a r ) .
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Footba l l  appears j u s t  now t o  be a  doomed s p o r t  about  h e r e .
I t  i s  unusual  t o  hear  o f  a match be ing  p layed,  e i t h e r  under  Gae l i c  o r
Assoc ia t ion  r u l e s .  T h e  roughness and a l l e g e d  b r u t a l i t y  a t  t h e  p i g -
sk in ,  wh i ch  paren ts  a r e  wont  t o  grumble l o n g  and l u u d l y  about ,  i s
by n o  means t h e  o n l y  argument b rough t  aga ins t  i t .  T h e  n o t o r i e t y  t h e
players e n j o y  d u r i n g  he season, t h e  g r e a t  expense a t tached  t o  b r i n g i n g
o f f  matches, and  t h e  t i m e  spen t  b y  youths who leave  t h e i r  l e g i t i m a t e
business beh ind them i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  may bd f u l l y  f i t  t o  bear  t h e
s t r a i n  on  match days,  a r e  a l l  u rged  as  reasons why an e n t i r e  metamor-
ph is ing  should  t ake  p lace  i f  eve r  t h e  q u i l l  i s  d ipped  aga in  b y  the  Co .
Committee.
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CASTLEBAR SPORTS

J u d g e s - - A t h l e t i c s - - M  O'M K n o t t ,  M.T);  F  E l l i s o n ,  m ; n ;

A.C.  L a r m i n i e ,  R o b e r t  K i l k e l l y ,  J a s  F a u l k n e r ,  F r a n c i s  0 " ) a n n e l l ,

Jas B o u r k e ,  MJ  E e v e r i n .

Timekeep.ers--Wm J  S h e r i d a n ,  J  Hobbs .

C a l l  S tewards— J  S h e r i d a n ,  T h o s  T h o r n t o n ,  J  S t  L e g e r  B e n n e t t .

Te l e g r a p h  S t e w a r t s - - F r a n c i s  U " o n e l ,  M1 J  S h e r i d a n .

Lap K e e p e r s - - n r  B r a b a z o n ,  D r  J o r d a n ,  J  T  K e l l y ,  F  O 'Bone l2

J B o u r k e ,  J  H  P e y t o n .

Marksman L u k e  M a l l e y ,  T  M  Qu inn .

Judges o f  Jumping.. .J.  B. P e y t o n ,  M  C o s t e l l o ,  P  M  F l a n n e l l y .

Press S teward  M a r t i n  S h e r i d a n .

Judges o f  Tug  o f  War- - J  H a r r i g a n ,  A  Eawkshaw.

Umpire— M a j o r  Mac lean .

Handicapper and  s t a r t e r — J  Wa l s h ,  D u b l i n .

The C a s t l e b a r  A n n u a l  S p o r t s  came o f f  on  Thu rsday  i n  t h e  Demesne

o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  L u c a n .  T h e  manner  i n  w h i c h  t h e  g r o u n d s  w e r e  l a i d

out and  t h e  g e n e r a l  management o f  t h e  s p o r t s ,  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  c r e d i t a b l e

t o  C a s t l e b a r  and  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  and s t e w a r d s  who l e f t  n o t h i n g

undone t o  make t hem t h e  s p l e n d i d  s u c c e s s  w h i c h  t h e y  u n d o u b t e d l y

were.The g r a n d  s t a n d  and  e n c l o s u r e  w e r e  w e l l  f i l l e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e

thousands o f  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and  o r d e r l y  s p e c t a t o r s  a round  t h e  p a l i n g .

Compe t i t i on  was good a n d  t h e  f i n i s h e s  c l o s e  and e x c i t i n g .  I n  t h e

a f t e r n o o n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  e n l i v e n e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t i a  b a n i o

The p r i z e s  w h i c h  were v a l u a b l e ,  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  Mrs  M a c l e a n .

100 y a r d s  Open Hand icap— F i r s t  h e a t - - C  W C l y n n e s ,  F o x f o r d ,  1 0

y d s ,  1 ;  J  T  McGee, E h ,  2  y d s ,  2 .  F i v e  R a n .  Won b y  a  y a r d .  T i m e -

1 0 i  s e c s .  Second H e a t - - B  Rowan, 1 0  y d s ,  1 ;  WF Madden, B a l l y m o e y
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7 y d s  2 1  f i v e  r a n .  Won b y  a  y a r d .  T i m e -  1 0 -  s e c s .  T h i r d  h e a t -

J A  Cooney,  1 0  y d s .  1 ;  J C  _Hobbs, C a s t l e b a r l  1 0  y d s , 2 .  F i v e  r a n o

won b y  a  y a r d .  T i m e -  1 0 ,  s e c s . F o u r t h  h e a t -  C S  L i n g ,  C l p g g a n ,  6 y d s ,

walked o v e r .  F i n a l  h e a t -  T  J  McGrea l ;  J  Cooney,  2 ,  GW C l y n n e s ,  3 .

Won o n  t h e  t a p e ,  t h i r d  i n c h e s  o f f .  T i m e -  1 0 1  s e c s .


