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THE G . A . A .  I N  MAYO

TO THE EDITOR WESTERN PEOPLE, THE SQUARE, CLAREMORRIS.

Dear S i r  .  I s  i t  n o t  a b o u t  t i m e  some p r a c t i c a l  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  made
to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e  G . A . A .  i n  Mayo o n  a  sound  a n d  pe rmanen t  b a s i s
and t h e r e b y  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  t h e  v e r y  c r e d i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  i t  a t t a i n e d
some f e w  y e a r s  a g o .  I f  a n  e f f o r t  w e r e  now made t o  r e v i v e  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n
i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  I  am a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h a t  e f f o r t  w o u l d  b e
a t tended  b y  s u c c e s s ,  because  f r o m  what  I  c a n  j u d g e  a l l  seem a n x i o u s  t o
have t h e  G . A . A .  o n c e  more  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  c o n d i t i o n .
I t  i s  m o s t  d e p l o r a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a l m o s t  e x t i n c t  i n  Mayo,
and i t  behoves  e v e v y  l o v e r  o f  o u r  a n c i e n t  games t o  a s s i s t  i n  r a i s i n g
them f r o m  t h e  s l u m b e r s  i n t o  w h i c h  we h a v e  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  f a l l .

What I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  g a e l s
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e l e c t i n g  a
commit tee t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  i t s  hands  t h e  w o r k  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n ;
the m e e t i n g  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  s o l e  c e n t r a l  p l a c e ,  s o  a s  i t  w o u l d  b e
conven ien t  t o  a l l  d e l e g a t e s  w i s h i n g  t o  b e  p r e s e n t .  N o w ,  a l l  t h o s e
d e s i r o u s  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  G . A . A .  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  a  f i r m  f o o t i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t y
shou ld  come f o r w a r d  a s  men and  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  r e s u s c i t a t i n g  f r o m  o b l i v i o r
the games o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s .  D e l e g a t e s  w i s h i n g  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  w o u l d
do w e l l  t o  make known t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  M r .  Thomas B .  K e l l y ,  A r t h u r
Slareet ,  B a l l i n a ,  who  c a n  t h e n  f i x  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  m e e t i n g .

I  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  hopes  t h a t  t h e  " t h u d "  o f  t h e  f o o t b a l l  w i l l  b e  h e a r d
aga in  a l l  o v e r  Mayo,  a n d  t h e  men o f  o u r  c o u n t y  once more  engage i n
f r i e n d l y  r i v a l r i e s  o n  t h e  g a e l i c  f i e l d .  R e l y i n g ,  M r .  E d i t o r ,  o n  y o u r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o u r t e s y  f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r .

I  r e m a i n  y o u r s  e t c ,
Conor 0 1 K e l l y .
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THE GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

TO THE EDITOR WESTERN PEOPLE

Dear S i r  -  P e r m i t  me t h r o u g h  y o u r  co lumns t o  r a i s e  my  v o i c e  w i t h
o t h e r s  i n  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  g a e l s  o f  Mayo t o  r e s u s c i t a t e  t h e  g a l l a n t  o l d
movement. A  s u r e  s i g n  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e c a y  i s  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  n e g l e c t  o f
our  p a s t i m e s .  S u r e l y  t h e  g a e l s  o f  Mayo,  w i l l  n o t  l a g  b e h i n d  when t h e y  s e e
the r e s t  o f  I r e l a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  i t s  c o u r a g e  a n d  endurance  t h r o u g h  t h e
medium o f  t h e  games o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s .

Four  y e a r s  a g o ,  when  t h e  g a e l i c  t r u m p e t  was sounded ,  o u r  c o u n t r y
was i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  d e m o r a l i z i n g  and p r o s t r a t i n g  t i d e  t h a t  was r u s h i n g
t o  o u r  v e r y  d o o r s ,  t h r o u g h  i l l - c o n c e i v e d  c h a n n e l s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  a t
eve ry  moment o u r  c h i e f  r a c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i t h  d e s t r u c t i o n ;  b u t
thanks t o  t h e  manhood o f  Mayo who came f o r w a r d  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  p h y s i c a l
c u l t u r e  a n d  p a s t i m e s  o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  t h e  t i d e  o f  E n g l i s h  i m p o r t e d
amusements was  s t o p p e d  a n d  t h e  f e w  a d h e r e n t s  o f  c r o s s - c h a n n e l  games
t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  Mayo t o - d a y  a r e  b u t  r o t t e n  b ranches  o f  t h e  t r e e  c a l l e d
" N a t i o n a l i t y " .

L e t  n o t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d e p l o r a b l e  c r i s i s  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e v e n t
the  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  G a e l i c  A t h l e t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Mayo.  N o  m a t t e r
what o u r  d o m e s t i c  q u a r r e l s  may b e ,  show  t h a t  we a r e  s t i l l  I r i s h m e n
dete rmined  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  h o n o u r  t h e  a n c i e n t  games o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .

And now a s  a  "'means t o  a n  e n d " ,  I  w i l l  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s :  -

( I )  A  c o n v e n t i o n n  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  C a s t l e b a r ,  o r  some o t h e r  c e n t r a l  p l a c e
on Wednesday, M a r c h  9 t h ,  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  a n d  C o .  C o m m i t t e e .
(2)  M e m b e r s  o f  l a t e  c l u b s  s h o u l d  h o l d  m e e t i n g s  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  a p p o i n t
two d e l e g a t e s  t o  a t t e n d  s a i d  c o n v e n t i o n .  ( 3 )  P r o m i n e n t  g a e l s  who
l i v e  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  c l u b s  e x i s t e d  h e r e t o f o r e  s h o u l d  o r g a n i s e  same i n
the f o l l o w i n g  p l a c e s :  -  B a l l i n a ,  C a s t l e b a r ,  W e s t p o r t ,  B a l l y h a u n i s ,
B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n ,  C l a r e m o r r i s ,  C h a r l e s t o w n ,  B a l l y g l a s s ,  B a l l a ,  K i l k e l l y ,
Kilcommon ( E r r i s ) ,  K i l m o r e  ( E r r i s ) ,  Moygownah, K i l t i m a g h ,  L a o k e n ,
F o x f o r n ,  N e w p o r t ,  K i l l a l a ,  K i l f i a n ,  C r o s s m o l i n a ,  B u n n e c o n l a n ,  A r d a g h ,
B a l l y c a s t l e ,  A t t y m a s s ,  B a l l y c r o y ,  M e e l i c k ,  K i l m o v e e ,  B a l l y s o k e e r y ,
Backs a n d  B a l l i n r o b e .
(4)  A l l  e x - o f f i c e r s  a n d  members o f  t h e  C o u n t y  c o m m i t t e e  f r o m  t h e
i n i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  movement i n  1888  t o  h a v e  t h e  power  b o  a t t e n d  a n d  v o t e
a t  c o n v e n t i o n .
(5)  Names o f  d e l e g a t e s  a n d  o t h e r s  who plkopose a t t e n d i n g  c o n v e n t i o n  be
fo rwa rd  t o  M r .  Thomas B .  K e l l y ,  A r t h u r  S t r e e t ,  B a l l i n a  o n  o r  b e f o r e
the 9 t h  p r o x .

These s u g g e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  p u t  i n t o w o r k i n g  o r d e r  i m m e d i a t e l y,  a n d  i n
the meant ime e v e r y  t r u e  g a e l  s h o u l d  p u t  h i s  s h o u l d e r  t o  t h e  w h e e l
and show t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  e x h i l a r a t i n g  f i e l d  s p o r t s
f o r  w h i c h  I r e l a n d  o f  o l d  was f a m o u s .
The t i m e  i s  now o p p o r t u n e  f o r  a  t h o r o u g h  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  G . A . A .
The p r i n c i p a l  o f  mens s a n a  i n  c o r p o r e  sano  demands o f  e v e r y  man who l o v e s
h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  g i v e  s u c h  p r a c t -
i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  w i l l  make t h e  movement w o r t h y  o f  t h e  s o n s  o f  Mayo.

0  nil eo,e
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FOOTBALL

WESTPORT v .  CASTLEBAR

A v e r y  w e l l  c o n t e s t e d  ma tch  was p l a y e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r
by t h e  above -named j u v e n i l e  teams  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  w e l l - dese rved
v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r s .  T h e  t r y s t i n g - g r o u n d ,  q u i t e  c o n v e n i e n t
t o  t h e  t o w n ,  w a s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  y o u n g  f o l k  b y  M r.  M .  O t
Ma h e y  o f  C a s t l e b a r  S t .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  v e r y  u n f a v o u r a b l e  w e a t h e r
t h a t  p r e v a i l e d ,  a  g o o d l y  number o f  s p e c t a t o r s  t h r o n g e d  t h e  g r o u n d .
A marked i n t e r e s t ,  f r o m  s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h ,  w a s  shown b y  t h e  s p e d t a t o r s
d u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  game.  G r e a t  c r e d i t  i s  d u e  t o  M a s t e r  P e t e r
H e r a t y,  t h e  c p p t a i n  o f  t h e  W e s t p o r t  t e a m ,  f o r  h i s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l
s c o r i n g ,  h i s  manner  o f  p l a y i n g  b e i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  g e n e r a l  a d m i r a t i o n .
The p l a y  o f  M a s t e r s  McCoy,  M o f f i t t  a n d  A r t h u r  B y r n e  d e s e r v e d  s p e c i a l
words o f  commendat ion.  I t  i s  a  p l e a s i n g  d u t y  t o  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t
the game t h e r e  was a  t o t a l  absence  o f  t h a t  i l l - f 6 e l i n g  and  r a n c o u r  w h i c h
are s o  p e c u l i a r l y  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f o o t b a l l .  W e s t p o r t  were  deemed
the v i c t o r s ,  w i n n i n g  b y  one  g o a l  a n d  o n e  p o i n t .
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CASTLEBAR v .  WESTPORT

The r e t u r n  ma tch  be tween  t h e  j u v e n i l e  teams o f  t h e  above  c l u b s  came o f f
on Sunday l a s t  o n  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  g r o u n d  b e f o r e  a  v e r y  l a r g e  number
o f  s p e c t a t o r s .  T h e  d e l i g h t f u l l y  f i n e  w e a t h e r  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  d u r i n g
the d a y  was a n  i nducemen t  t o  many t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  s p o r t  o f  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s
who w o u l d  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  was
a number o f  s p e c t a t o r s  p r e s e n t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a l w a y  t o  b e  s e e n  o n  a  f o o t b a l l
f i e l d .  P i g e o n  P a r k  -  k i n d l y  l e n t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  b y  M r.  M .  q h i n n  -
was t h e  s c e n e  o f  h e  c o n t e s t -  and  a  p r e t t y  scene  i t  was -  t h e  appearance
o f  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i - c o l o u r e d  j e r s e y s  b e i n g  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e ,
and t h e  b r i g h t  summer cos tumes o f  t h e  l a d i e s  p r e s e n t  l e n d i n g  t o  i t
a d d i t i o n a l  cha rms .  D u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  game i t  seemed e v i d e n t
t o  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  W e s t p o r t  w o u l d  b e  b e a t e n ,  a s  t h e  y o u n g  a t h l e t e s
seemed t o  l a c k  t h a t  v e r v e  w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e m  o n  a l l  f o r m e r
o c c a s i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n j u s t  t o  s a y  t h a t  M a s t e r s  B y r n e ,
M o f f i t ,  J e f f e r s  McGrea I ,  McCoy and  y o u n g  C a p t a i n  H e r a t y  d i d  n o t  p l a y  w i t h
t h e i r  u s u a l  s p i r i t .  I n  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  t e a m  s p e c i a l  w o r d s  o f  p r a i s e  a r e
due t o  M a s t e r s  K e l l y  ( C a p t a i n ) 1  G a r v e y  and  H e n n e l l y ,  who w e r e  v e r y
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e i r  s c o r i n g .  T h e  u t m o s t  good  humour  p r e v a i l e d ,  a n d  a f t e r
the game was f i n i s h e d  t h e  band  p l a y e d  t h e  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  R e a d i n g  Room
i n  L i n e n H a l l  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  were  h o s p i t a b l y  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  t h e i r
y o u t h f u l  c o m p e t i t o r s .  W e s t p o r t  was b e a t e n  b y  3  g o a l s ,  w h i c h  p u t s  t h e  t w o
teams o n  a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  and n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  a  f i n a l ,
wh ich  may b e  s h o r t l y  e x p e c t e d .  M r .  B .  S .  Wa l s h  was u m p i r e  f o r  W e s t p o r t ,
and f o r  C a s t l e b a r  M r .  Hughes .  M r .  L .  G a r v e y  a c t e d  a s  r e f e r e e .


