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AUGUST 1 8 8 9 ,

AFFILIATED CLUBS I N  MAYO 1 8 8 9 .
,

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  names o f  t h e  a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b s :

1) B a l l i n a  Commerc ia l s ,  n a v y  b l u e  &  w h i t e ;  M  J  C o s g r a v e l  B a l l i n a .

2) C r o s s m o l i n a  D r  C r o k e s ,  o r a n g e  &  g r e e n ;  P  F l a n a g a n ,  C r o s s m o l i n a ,

3) C h a r l e s t o w n  S a r s f i e l d s 1  c r i m s o n  &  b l a c k ;  P  B r e e n ,  C h a r l e s t o w n .

4) C a s t l e b a r  M i t c h e l s ,  g r e e n  &  y 6 l l o w ;  G  L a v e l l e ,  C a s t l e b a r .

5) B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n  F a u g h - a - B a l l a g h s 1  b l u e  &  w h i t P ; T  H i g g i n s ,  B . d e r r e r n .

6) K i l k e l l y  n a v i t t s $  g r e e n  &  y e l l o w ;  P J  Du rcan ,  K i l k e l l y .

7 )  K i l l a l a  Meaghers2 g r e e n  &  w h i t e ;  PW D u r c a n ,  K i l l a l a .

8)  B a l l y c a s t l e  Emmets,  g r e e n  &  maroon;  n  W S t a n l e y ,  B a l l y c a s t l e .

9)  S w i n f o r d  S e x t o n s ,  b l a c k ,  g r e e n  &  y e l l o w ;  F  D a v i t t 0  S w i n f o r d .

10) S w i n f o r d  C o m m e r c i a l s ,  b l u e  &  w h i t e ;  M  H o w l e y,  S w i n f o r d .

11)  B a l l i n a  S t e p h e n s ,  e m e r a l d  g r e e n ;  D  F i t z g e r a l d ,  B a l l i n a .

12) B a l l a  G r a n u a i l e s ,  b l a c k  &  r e d ;  T h o s .  M u r p h y,  B a l l a .

13) K i l t i m a g h  O ' D o n n e l l  A b u s ,  g r e e n  &  w h i t e ;  E  0 , B y r n e  G e a r ,  K i l t i m a g h .

14) B o h o l a  Ta n n e r s ;  P  M c N i c h o l a s ,  B o h o l a .

15) Backs  K i c k h a m s ,  c r i m s o n  &  w h i t e ;  Wm Q u i g l e y,  L i s d u o g p ,  B a l l i n a .

16) Backs  Thomas D a v i s ,  b l u e  &  y e l l o w .

17) K i l m o r e - E r r i s  O ' C o n n e l l s $  g r e e n ,  w h i t e  &  y e l l o w s ;  n .  • n i x o n .

18) K i l c o m m o n - E r r i s  D i l l o n s 2  g r e e n  &  y e l l o w ;  J  R y d e r ,  K i l common.

19) F o x f o r d  G e r a l d i n e s ;  P  J o n e s ,  F o x f o r d .

20) A r d a g h  M a n d e v i l l e s ,  b l a c k ,  g r e e n  h o o p ;  wm.  C l a r k e ,  B a l l i n a .

21) K i l l a s s e r  Eugene n a v i s i ,  g r e e n  &  r e d ;  T h o s .  n u r c a n ,  K i l l a s s e r .

22) B a l l y s o k e e r y  n r  Wa l shes ,  c r i m s o n ,  g r e e n  s a s h ;  M  B o u r k e ,

23) M e e l i c k  Redmon,Isl b l a c k  & g r e e n ;  T .  C a r r o l l ,  M e e l i c k .

24) C l a r e m o r r i s  GE Moores ,  g r e r n  &  y e l l o w ; C  O ' K e l l y ,  C l a r p m o r r i s .

25 B a l l y h a u n i s  C e l t s ,  g r e e n  &  y e l l o w ;  P J  M 1 l l i g a n ,  B a l l y h a u n i s .

26) K i l f i a n  J o h n  M a r t i n s

(Fo rego ing  t w e n t y - s i x  c l u b s  we re  r e p r r s e n t e d  a t  t h e  C o u n t y
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27) K i l m o v e e  C r i l l y s l  g r e e n  &  r e d ;  J o h n  F l e m i n g ,  Y i l m o v e e l  B . d e r r e e n .

28) Newpor t  W o l f  To n e s ,  g r e e n  &  y e l l o w  ;  J  MvNea, N e w p o r t .

29) B a l l y g l a s s  Wm O ' B r i e n s 2  g r e e n  &  r e d ;  P  A  M u r p h y,  B a l l y g l a s s .

30) Mayo Home R u l e r s ,  b l u e  &  w h i t e ;  J  Cowan, K n o c k r o e l  B a l l y g l a s s

31) B a l l i n r o b e  Commerc ia l s ;  P  Nea lon0  B a l l i n r o b e .

32) A t t y m a s s  Or f lowdas,  a m b e r  &  b l a c k ;  P a t k  M e l o d y,  A t t p l a s s 0  B a l l i n a .

33) C r o a g h p a t r i c k  S u n b u r s t s ,  g r e e n  &  w h i t e ;  T h o s  M u r r a y,  M u r r i s k .

34) W e s t p o r t  A r t i s a n s ,  g r e - n ;  James G a v i n ,  W e s t p o r t .

35) M u l r a n n y  B r i a n  B o r u s ,  g r e e n  &  w h i t e ;  P a t k  O ' f l o n n e l l ,  M u l r a n n y.

36) C a r r a  ( B u n n e c o n l a n ) .

37) K i l m e e n a  Macs;  M  F  f l u f f y ,  K i l m e e n a ,  W e s t p o r t .

38) Annagh  ( B a l l y h a u n i s ) ,  g r e e n ,  w h i t e  b a n d ;  T .  B y r n e ,  B a l l y h a u n i s .

39) Lacken1  n a v y  b l u e  &  w h i t e .

40) K i l m a c l a s s e r  F a t h e r  B u r k e s ;  P  K e t t r i c k l  K i l m a c l a s s e r ,  W e s t p o r t .

41) B a l l y c r o y  K e r n e s ,  g r e e n ,  w h i t e  &  amber ;  M  O ' D o n n e l l ,  B a l l y c r o y .

42) C a r r a c a s t l e  Moroneys .

43) G e e s a l a - E r r i s  Te e l i n g s .

44) We s t p o r t  MacHa les .

45) W e s t p o r t  Quay E r i n ' s  Hope .



CONNAUGHT TELEGRAPH -  30TH MARCH, 1889

THE GAELS I N  CASTLEBAR

I n  consequence o f  t h e  severe  r a i n  on Sunday l a s t ,  t h e  Gae l i c  Tournament
i n  t h i s  t own  was n e c e e s s a r i l y  a  f a i l u r e  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  E v e r y t h i n g  was prepared
i n  sp lend id  s t y l e  b y  t h e  l o c a l  team, and t h e  f i e l d  s o  k i n d l y  g i v e n  by  Mr.  Quinn
was i n  e x c e l l e n t  o r d e r ;  b u t ,  a s  t h e  Westport  " John  McHales" were unable  t o  pu t -
i n  an  appearance, t h e  match between them and t h e  Cas t lebar  1M i t che l s t  had  t o  be
postponed t o  Sunday 7 t h  A p r i l  ( t o -morrow week) when a  l a r g e  muster o f  teams f r o m
ad jo in ing  d i s t r i c t s  i s  expected t o  a t t e n d ,  and good va lue  may be looked f o r .

The B a l l y g l a s s  " W i l l i a m  OtBr iens"  and t h e  M u r r i s k  "Suhburs ts"  came he re  on  Sunday,
and no tw i ths tand ing  t h e  heavy downpour, k i c k e d  f o r  an  h o u r,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  o f
a complete v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  fo rmer  team, b y  two p o i n t s  t o  n i l .  T h e  OtBr iens ga ined
t h a t  sco re  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f - t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  w ind  aga ins t  them;  b u t ,  a f t e r  t h e  change
of  p l a o e ,  t h e r e  was n o  change i n  t h e  s c o r i n g ,  n o t  a  s i n g l e  p o i n t  be ing  t aken  by
e i t h e r  s i d e .
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In  consequence o f  t he  severe  r a i n  on Sunday l a s t ,  t h e  Gae l i c
Tournament i n  t h i s  town was n e c e s s a r i l y  a  f a i l u r e  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .
Every th ing was prepared i n  sp lend id  s t y l e  b y  t h e  l o c a l  team, and t h e
f i e l d  s o  k i n d l y  g i ven  by  M r.  q u i n n ,  was i n  e x c e l l e n t  o r d e r ;  b u t ,  a s
the Westpor t  "John McHales" were unable  t o  p u t  i n  an  appearance, t h e
match between them and t h e  Cas t lebar  " M i t c h e l s "  had t o  be postponed
to Sunday 7 t h  A p r i l  ( t o -morrow week) when a  l a r g e  muster  o f  teams
from a d j o i n i n g  d i s t r i c t s  i s  expected t o  a t t e n d ,  and  good va lue  may
be looked  f o r .

The Ba l l yg l ass  " W i l l i a m  O 'Br iens"  and t h e  M u r r i s k  "Sunburs ts"
came here  o n  Sunday, and ,  no tw i t hs tand ing  t h e  heavy downpour, k i c k e d
f o r  an  h o u r,  w i t h  t he  r e s u l t  o f  a  complete v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  f o r m e r  team,
by t w o  p o i n t s  t o  n i l .  T h e  0 , B r i e n s "  g a i n e d  t h a t  score  i n  t h e  f i r s t
h a l f - t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  w ind  a g a i n s t  them; b u t ,  a f t e r  t h e  change o f  p lace
there was no change i n  t h e  s c o r i n g ,  n o t  a  s i n g l e  p o i n t  be ing  taken b y
e i t h e r  s i d e  t
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As announced i n  o u r  l a s t ,  t h e  Westpor t  "John McHale" and t h e
" john M i t che l s "  o f  o u r  own town met on  Sunday here ,  and p layed
f o r  one o f  t h e  championship t i e s .  O f  t h e  r e s u l t  we f e e l  r e a l l y
d e l i c a t e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  a s  i t  was such  as ,  n e v e r  be fo re ,  came t o  o u r
l o t  t o  reco rd  o f  any  f o o t b a l l  match -  6  goa ls  and 4  p o i n t s
f o r  t h e  " M i t c h e l s "  t o  N IL f o r  t h e  "MxHales" : :  T h e  v i c t o r s  a l s o
gained a  7 t h  gao la ,  j u s t  as  t i m e  was c a l l e d ;  b u t  t h e  d i d  n o t  c l a i m  t h i s ,
as, i ndeed ,  t h e y  cou ld  w e l l  a f f o r d  t o  do  w i t h o u t  i t :  N o w ,  we
care n o t  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  any e x u l t a n t  remarks- t h e  f i g u e e s  o f  t h e
score be ing  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  any wthrds o f  o u r  cou ld  p o s s i b l y
be- b u t  we may be pe rm i t t ed  t o  c o o l l y  observe t h a t  such a  comple te ly
d isas t rous d e f e a t ,  w i t h  n o t  one redeeming p o i n t ,  we never  be fo re
witnessed, o r  even heard o f  :  T h e  Westpor t  men ob jec ted ,  a t  f i r s t ,
to k i c k  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  21 on  each s i d e ;  b u t  when t h e  Cas t l eba r
capta in  o f f e r e d  t o  p l a y  w i t h  17 M i t c h e l s  a g a i n s t  21 McHales i t
d i lenced t h e  malcontents .  W e  hope o u r  Gae l i c  f r i e n d s  i n
Cahirnamort w i l l ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i n c l i n e  t o  l e s s  s e l f - o p i n i o n  and
more p r a c t i c e ,  i f  t h e y  wish t o  uphold  t h e  honor  a t t a c h i n g  t o  t h e
g lo r ious  o l d  name t h e y  have assumed- f o r ,  a s s u r e d l y,  t h e y  r e f l e c t e d
no a d d i t i o n a l  l u s t r e  on  i t  l a s t  Sunday:

On t o -morrow ( I t t r h  i n s t )  t h e r e  w i l l  be  f o u r  ou t s i de  teams i n  Cas t lebar
v i z ,  t h e  " M i t c h e l s "  v .  B a l l y g l a s s  " O ' B r i e n s : "  B a l l a  v .  Newpor t ;
and Mayo Abbey v.  t h e  v i c t o r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  match.

* - X - * * - X X X X X X X * * * * * * * - X - 4 1 - * * * * i t X  X-**-X-*-X-***5H*4FX-k-X--XiHPk*****3Ht-*-X-11*3HHHHHHHI--X-****
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On Sunday l a s t  t h e  Newport and B a l l a  teams met i n  Cas t lebar,  and
a f t e r  a  v igorous  c o n t e s t  t h e  Granuai les  ( B a l l a )  won a  decided v i c t o r y
by I  g o a l  and 4  p o i n t s  t o  2  p o i n t s  f o r  Newport.

There was a  meet ing o f  t h e  Co. Committee, o n  Monday l a s t ,  a t  t h e
Moy H o t e l ,  B a l l i n a ,  a t  which Messrs P.G.  Smyth ( P r e s i d e n t )
J.C. No lan ,  P.W.  Durcan,  8 .  Ormsby, J .  B e i r n e ,  A . J .  S taun ton
and P.  Mulhern  a t tended.  I t  was arranged t h a t ,  o n  tomorrow ( 2 1 s t )
the B a l l i n a  Commercials meet t h e  B a l l y c a s t l e  Gaels a t  K i l l a l a
and t h e  Cas t leba r  " M i t c h e l s "  proceed t o  B a l l a  t o  engage t h e  l o c a l
team t h e r e .

On t h e  1 9 t h  o f  May, t h e  B a l l i n a  "Stephenes" w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  l i s t  w i t h
the Bal laghaderreen c l u b  a t  Swin ford ,  a n d ,  a s  same t i m e  and p l ace ,
the l o c a l  "Sexons" w i l l  encounter  t h e  team t h a t  w i l l  come o f f
v i c t o r s  a t  K i l l a l a  on  t o -morrow.

* * * * * - 1 8 U ( 3( X XAHHH8HHHHHK9tK  X X X  X .6'1-38 K K  X--,X-5A-skitK  X * * - 3 8 = X-41-41-388881440Pir*****
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GAELS OR ZULUS ?

The Cas t leba r  " M i t c h e l s "  proceeded t o  B a l l a ,  o n  Sunday l a s t ,  t o  engage
as t h e y  expected,  i n  a  game o f  f o o t b a l l ,  under  Gae l i c  r u l e s ;  b u t  found
to t h e i r  c o s t ,  t h a t  t h e i r  opponents would be bound b y  no r e s t r i c t i v e
r e g u l a t i o n s -  t h e y  were,  i n  f a c t ,  more i n c l i n e d  t o  k i c k  t h e  " M i t c h e l l s "
than t h e  b a l l ,  w h i l e  thumping w i t h  t h e  f i s t  a n d  b u t t i n g  w i t h  the  head,
a f t e r  t h e  manner o f  wicked rams, formed prominent  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  "amuse-
mentt" F r o m  the  n a r r a t i v e  o f  those who wi tnessed t h e  u n r u l y  proceedings,
one would conclude t h a t  t h a t  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  "Gae ls "  o f  B a l l a  were Red
Indians r a t h e r  t h a n  I r i shmen ;  and t h e  demeanour o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  crowd more
resembled t h a t  o f  p a r t i e s  prepared f o r  a  f a c t i o n  f i g h t  t h a n  q u i e t  spec ta to rs
o f  a  p r o p e r l y  conducted n a t i o n a l  game

On one occas ion ,  t h e  Cas t l eba r  Capta in  ( M r.  T .  J .  K e l l y -  one o f  t h e
most i n o f f e n s i v e  young men i n  ex i s tence )  was s tand ing  on t h e  ground,  wa tch -
ing  the  p l a y -  t h e  b a l l  b e i n g  over  20  yards  away f rom h im-  when a  B a l l a
"gentleman" d e l l B e r a t e l y  rushed a t  h im,  and ,  w i t h  a  b u t t  o f  the  head i n
the stomach, s t r e t c h e d  h im i n s e n s i b l y  on t h e  f i e l d  t  I n  f a c t ,  s o  r a s c a l l y
Atp4a010R0/1h was t h e  conduc t  o f  p l aye rs  and o u t s i d e r s  t h a t  a  Cast lebar  man dared
no t  open h i s  mouth t  W e  t r u s t ,  f o r  t h e  sake o f  t h e  G a e l i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h a t
such scenes o f  downr igh t  r u f f i a n i s m  a s  those  i n  B a l l a ,  o n  l a s t  Sunday, w i l l
never be repeated a t  any meet ing p ro fess i ng  t o  be h e l d  under the  m les  o f
the a s s o c i a t i o n  t  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p l a y  was 1  g o a l  f o r  t he  B a l l a  " B u t t -
e rs "  and 1  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  " M i t c h e l s " -  b u t  t h e r e  w i l l  be something heard o f
the m a t t e r  ye t ' .
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THE L AT E  GAELIC CONTEST A T  B A L L A .

To  T n e  E d i t o r ,  C o n n a u g h t  Te l e g r a p h .

S i r - - I n  y o u r  l a t e  i s s u e  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m

Mr M u r p h y ,  H o n .  S e ( .  t o  t h e  B a l l a  c l u b ,  a n d  a  p r o t e s t  s i g n e d  b y

n i n e  g e n t l e m e n  w h o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  a b o v e  c o n t e s t .  T h e  a c c u r a c y  o f

y o u r  r e m a r k s  i s  d e n i e d ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  f u r t h e r  t o l d  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e

w a i t e d  l o n g e r  a n d  l e a r n e d  t h e  t r u e  f a c t s .  A s  c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s

i n  t h e  l e t t e r  p o i n t  t o  me i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I  f e e l  b o u n d  t o  g i v e

my a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m a t c h  a n d  t h e n  " p u b l i c  o p i n i o n " ,  w h i c h  w a s

a p p e a l q d  t o  b y  M r  M u r p h y ,  m a y  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  y o u r  r e m a r k s

we re  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  p a r t i a l  " o u t s i d e r s " .  I  w i l l  t a k e

t h e  l e t t e r  f i r s t .  M r  a u r p t l y  s a y s  i f  s u c h  r u f f i a n l y  c o n d u c t  a s

y o u  a l l e g e  o c c u r r e d ,  s u c h  a s  b u t t i n g  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  c a p t a i n  w i t h

t h e  h e a d ,  w h e n  t h e  b a l l  w a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  a w a y ,  s t r a n g e

t o  s a y  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f e r e e  w a s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c a l l e d

on a n d  h a v e  t h e  o f f e n d e r  p u n i s h e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e

G . A . A .

My a n s w e r  i s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e f e r e e  w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t ,

and h a d  t o  s t o r  p l a y  f o r  h a l f  a n  h o u r  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a n d  a s  f o r

n o t  h a v i n g  t h e  o f f e n d e r  p u n i s h e d ,  I  w a s  u n a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o

say  w h o  t h e  o f f , , r 1 , 9 n r  w a s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  ' m a n l y '  w a y  i n  w h i c h

he p e r f o r m e d  t h e  f e a t  v i z . - - b y  c o m i n g  p a r t l y  f r o m  b e h i n d  a n d

b u t t i n g  me w i t h  h i s  h e a d  a n d  s t r i k i n g  me  w i t h  h i s  s h o u l d e r

( I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  s a y  w h i c h )  i n  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  a s  I  t u r n e d  r o u n d ,  t h r

b a l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i e l d  t o  w h e r e

I  w a s  s t a n d i n g .  A s  s o o n  a s  I  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h i s  s l i g h t  ' a c c i d e n t '

s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  s p e a k ,  I  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  r e f e r e e ,  b u t  h e  h a d

n o t  s e e n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e .  T h i s  w a s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  a s  h e  m u s t  h a v e
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been w a t c h i n g  t h e  p l a y  w h i c h ,  a s  I  h a v e  b e f o r e  m e n t i o n e d ,  was  a t

the  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  I  may add t h a t  I  was i n f o r m e d  om

tr io p r e v i o u s  T h u r s d a y  t h a t  I  was marked o u t  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l

vengeance o f  t h e  " G r a n u a i 1 e s "  b e c a u s e ,  i n  my c a p a c i t y  a s  r e f e r e e

i n  t h e  m a t c h  B a l l a  v .  v e w p o r t ,  I  suspended o n e  o f  t h e  B a l l a

team f o r  c h a r g i n g  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  a -Newpor t  p l a y e r  who was s t a n d i n g

t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  y a r d s  f r o m  t h e  b a l l .  I  have  s i n c e  l e a r n e d  t h a t

i t  was  t h e  same p l a y e r  who a s s a u l t e d  m e .  We had  b e e n  o n l y  a  f e w

minutes  p l a y i n g  when I  o b s a r v e d  t h i s  man was f o l l o w i n g  me n o

m a t t e r  wha t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  I  w e n t  t o .  I n  t h e  e n d  h e  g o t  O l e

o p r o r t u n i t y  he  s o u g h t  f o r .  T h a t  h e  was n o t  a  l i t t l e  more  s u c c e s s f u l

must b e  t o  h i m  and t h e m  a  m a t t e r  o f  r e g r e t .  M r  Murphy c a l l s  t h a t

a l s l i g h t  a c c i d e n t l . I n  my o p i n i o n  " w i l f u l  a s s a u l t "  wou ld  b e  f a r

more a p p r o p r i a t e .  M r  Murphy  goes  o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was

n o t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  te rmed  d i s u n i p n ,  d i s o r d e r ,  o r  d i s g r a c e ;  o n

the c o n t r a r y  t h e r e  was m o t  a n  unseemly  word  made u s e  o f  be tween

p l a y e r  and  p l a y e r .  T h i s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  am a w a r e ,  was t r u e  o f  t h e

C a s t l e b a r  t e a m ,  b u t  t h e  same c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  f o r  many members

o f  t h e  B a l l a  t e a m .

I s  M r  Murphy aware  t h a t  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  who c a p t a i n e d  t h e  B a l l a

team, o 1  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  t o l d  H i g g i n s ,  o n e  o f  o u r  p l a y e r s ,  t h a t  t h e

nex t  t i m e  h e  ( H i g g i n s )  d ropped  o n  t h e  b a l l  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i m ,  h e

would k i c k  h i s  b r a i n s  o u t l "  I s  h e  aware  t h a t  t h e  same g e n t l e m a n

c a l l e d  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  team 'a l i a r ' ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  o f

the  B a l l a  t e a m  ( C o s t e l l o )  made h i m s e l f  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s p i c u o u s

by t h e  u s e  o f  v i o l e n t  l a n g u a g e ,  d i r e c t i n g  f e l l o w  p l a y e r s  t o

' k i c k  t h e  b e l l y '  o u t  o f  Lav-P l ie  and  R a f f e r t y  ( C a s t l e b a r  p l a y e r s )
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and b o a s t i n g  t h a t  i f  h e  w e r e  n e a r  them when t h e y  d ropped  o n  t h e

b a l l  h e  w o u l d  d o  i t ?  A n o t h e r  o f  t h e  B a l l a  t e a m ,  whom I  d o n ' t

know, d i r e c t e d  a  comrade t o  ' k i c k  t h e  g u t s  o u t  o f  t h e  w h - - - e  i n

g r e e n , '  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Hughes o f  o u r  t e a m ,  who w o r e  a  g r e e n  j e r s e y .

These a r e  a  f e w  o f  t h e  many s i m i l a r  r emarks  I  h e a r d  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n .

I  w o u l d  n o t  m e n t i o n  t hem a t  a l l ,  o n l y  f o r  M r  M u r p h y ' s  s t a t e m e n t

t h a t  ' t h e r e  was n o t  e v e n  a n  unseemly  e x p r e s s i o n  made u s  P o f . '

I n  h i s  o p i n i o n  a n d ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  g e n t l e m e n

who s i g n e d  t h e  p r o t e s t  a l s o ,  t h e s e  and  k i n d r e d  r e m a r k s  may b e ,

t o  c o p y  a  p h r a s e  f r o m  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  ' t h e  u s u a l  i n c i d e n t s  a t  s i m i l a r

matches '  a t  B a l l a  w h e r e ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  s u c h  e x p r e s s i o n s  a r e  e v i d e n t l y

no t  r e g a r d e d  a s ' u n s e e m l y !  M r  Murphy  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  I  s a i d

' I  had  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p l a y . t

On t h i s  a s  o n  a l m o s t  e v P r y  s t a t e m e n t  i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  my r e c o l l e c t i o n

d i f f e r s  f r o m  h i s .  What  I  b e l e i v e  I  s a i d  i n  r e p l y  t o  a  q u e s t i o n

as t o  w h e t h e r  I  was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  m a t c h ,  was  ' I  was s a t i s f i e d

t h a t  t h e  ma tch  ended a s  i t  d i d ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p l a y . '  t i e  i g n o r e s

a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  t o l d  t h e  r e f e r e e  a n d  d i f f e r e n t

members o f  t h e  B a l l a  t eam t h a t  t h e  i n j u r y  I  r e c e i v e d  was  w i l f u l

and p r e m e d i t a t e d  a n d  t h a t ,  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  K i l t i m a g n  men p l a y i n g

on t h e  B a l l a  t e a m ,  I  w o u l d  l o d g e  a n  o b j e c t i o n .  F o r  anyone

s u f f e r i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  w i l f u l  i n j u r y ,  s u c h

as I  r e c e i v e d ,  t o  s a y  h e  h a d  n o  f a l t  t o  f i n d  w i t h  t h e  p l a y  i n

w h i c h  t h a t  i n j u r y  i s  o n l y  a  ' u s u a l  i n c i d e n t ' ,  w o u l d  seems t o  s a y

the l e a s t  o f  i t ,  v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e .  Now,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e n , '  h a v e  t h e

g r P a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t i o n  t o  i t ,  my  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  d a y  i n

q u e s t i o n  b e i n g  s u f f i c i e n t .  H e  n e x t  exp ressed  r e g r e t  f o r  t h e

' s l i g h t  a c c i d e n t '  I  m o t  w i t h  T h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h a t  r e g r e t  may
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be j u d g e d  b y  t h e  r e m a r k  h e  made u s e  o f  a t  t h e  t i m e - - ' I t  s e r v e d

K e l l y  b l o o d y  w e l l  r i g h t ,  and  I  am g l a d  h e  g o t  a l l  t h a t  a n y h o w l "

he u p b r a i d s  y o u  f o r  n o t  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  t o o k  u p  t h e

b a l l  when t h e  G r a n u a i l e s  w e r e  o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  s c o r i n g .  My

e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  v e r y  s i m p l e .  F .  F a u l  ( o n e  o f  t h e  M i t c h e l  t e a m )  was

d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r i p p e d  u p  a n d ,  i n  consequence ,  I  d i d  l i f t  t h e  b a l l ,

i n  o r d e r  t o  s e e k  r e d r e s s ,  b u t  when F a u l  comp la ined  t o  t h e  r e f e r e e ,

he was t o l d  b y  t h e  B a l l a  u m p i r e ,  w h o ,  1  n g  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  h a d

usurped t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e f e r e e l i n  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  wou ld  n o t

bear  r e p e t i t i o n ,  t h a t  i f  h e  s a i d  a n o t h e r  w o r d ,  h e  ( t h e  u  m p i r e )

would s h o v e  h i s  s t i c k  down h i s  ( F a u l ' s )  t h r o a t  u n t i l  i t  w o _ l d

f i n d  a n  e x i t  e l s e w h e r e  S o m e  o f  t h e  B a l l a  p l a y e r s  now s t y l e  t h e i r

umpire a s  a n  ' i n t e r m e d d l e r '  a n d  a  ' b u s y b o d y '  a n d  s t a t e  t h a t  i f

I  o n l y  o b j e c t e d ,  t o  h i s  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e y  wou ld  p u t  h i m

o f f .  A s  e v e r y o n e  knows who h a s  a n y  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s

each team h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own u m p i r e ;  a n d  B a l l a

hav ing s e l e c t e d  a  f i t t i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a n

i m p e r t i n e n c e  o n  my p a r t  t o  h i n t  a t  t h e i r  s u b s t i t u t i n g  a n y  o t h e r

person i n  h i s  s t e a d .  T h a t  B a l l a  w o u l d  h a v e  s c o r e d  h a d  I  n o t

l i f t e d  t h e  b a l l  i s  a  mere  s u r m i s e .  I  d o n ' t  b e l e i v e  t h e y  w o u l d ,

and t h e  r e f e r e e  e v i d e n t l y  s h a r e s  t h a t  b e l i e f  f o r  h e  d i d  n o t  e v e n

g i ve  a  f r e e  k i c k  t o  B a l l a ,  b u t  t h r e w  u p  t h e  b a l l . ,  n o t  e v e n

suspending me a s  was s u g g e s t e d  t o  h i m  b y  t h e  B a l l a  u m p i r e .  A s

t o  C a s t l e b a r  p l a y e r s  t h r o w i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  t h e  b a l l  when i n

dangerous p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e i r _ g o a l 2  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f

such p l a y  i n  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  I  am aware  o f ;  a n d  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e

as M r  Murphy c a n  show a  r u l e  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  t h a t  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e

M i t c h e l s  m u s t  b e  excused  f o r  n o t  a d o p t i n g  t h e i r  i d e a s  o f  p l a y .

Cast lebarmen h a v e  had  a  v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f o o t b a l l ,  a t  Rugby
and A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  G a e l i c ,  and  n e v e r  b e f o r e  h a s  -
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a C a s t l e b a r  t eam r e c e i v e d  s u c h  t r e a t m e n t  a s  we r e c e i v e d  i n  B a l l a .

An i d e a  o f  t h i s  may b e  o b t a i n e d  when f o u r  o f  t h e  M i t c h e l s  t e a m

were s t r u c k  b y  a  s i n g l e  p l a y e r ,  o n e  r e c e i v i  g  a  thump i n  t h e  e a r ,

the  second a  thump i n  t h e  m o u t h ,  t h e  t h i r d ,  a  thump i n  t h e  s t o m a c h ,

and t h e  f o u r t h ,  a  b u t t  o f  t h e  head i n  t h e  c h e s t .  T h e  C a s t l e b a r

backs p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n  and a g a i n  a b o u t  t h e  v i c i o u s  way  i n  w h i c h

they  w e r e  cha rged  b y  t h i s  same ' p l a y e r .  T h e  C a s t l e b a r  u m p i r e  a n d

m y s e l f  appea led  t o  t h e  r e f e r e e  f o r  ' f o u l s '  t i m e s  w i t h o u t  n u m b e r,

but  h e  d e c l a r e d  e v e r y  t i m e  t h a t  h e  had  n o t  s e e n  i t .  O n c e ,  a n d  once

o n l y ,  d i d  h e  suspend a  p l a y e r ;  a n d  s t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  h e  b e l o n g e d

t o  t h e  a l l a  t e a m .  S l i g h t  a s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s ,  i t  d i s p o s e s  o f  M r

Murphy 's  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  e v e n  a n  unseemly  e x p r e s s i o n .

I t  i s  a  s i n g u l a r  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  K i l t i m a g h

team t h a t  p l a y e d  t h e  G r a n u a i l e s  i n  B a l l a  o n  S u n d a y,  A p r i l - - ,

s t a t e  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  s i m i l a r  t o  o u r s .

I  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o t e s t  a s  b r i e f l y  a s  I  c a n .  T h e

gent lemen who s i g n  i t  s a y  t h e y  ' n e v e r  s a y  a  ma tch  i n  w h i c h  more

f a i r  p l a y  was e x h i b i t e d ' ;  second  t h a t  ' n o t h i n g  o c c u r r e d  o t h e r

than t h e  u s u a l  i n c i d e n t s  i n  s i m i l a r  m a t c h e s ,  t h i r d  ' t h e  c rowd

was a s  o r d e r l y  a s  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  have  h i t h e r t o  s e e n . '  A s  r e g a r d s

the  f a i r  p l a y  we r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  r e m a r k s  w h i c h  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  made

are s u f f i c i e n t  a n  a n s w e r.  S t i l l ,  t o  c o n v i n c e  anyone  who m i g h t  b e

led  t o  b e l i e v e  f r o m  t h e  p r o t e s t  t h a t  we g o t  f a i r  p l a y „  I  w i l l

g i v e  a  f e w  i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  show t h e  f a i r  p l a y  we

g o t .  W i l l  anyone d e n y  t h a t  B a l l a  s y m p a t h i s e r s  w e r e  c o n t i n u a l l y

coming i n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ?  M r  Murphy mak ing  h i m s e l f  v e r y  p r o m i n e n t

i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ;  when  asked  b y  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  u m p i r e  t o  g o  o u t s i d e ,

he r e p l i e d  t h a t  ' h e  had  a s  much r i g h t  t o  be  o n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e r e

as M u l h e a r n  i n  C a s t l e b a r . '  A  f i e l d  c o m m i t t e e  was c o n s p i c u o u s  b y
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i t ' s  absences  a n d  t h e  v e r y  pe rsons  who  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  keep

o rde r  w e r e  t h o s e  who d i d  m o s t  t o  d e s t r o y  i t .  One B a l l a  man r u s h e d

over t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  an  u p l i f t e d  s t i c k  t o  s t r i k e  a  G r a n u a i l e  f o r

no t  k i c k i n g  a  C a s t l e b a r  p l a y e r ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  was c a u t i o n e d  b y

a p o l i c e m a n  f o r  h i s  r e p e a t e d  command t o  some o f  t h e  B a l l a  t e m

t o  w o r k  p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  u p o n  u s .  A s  a n o t h e r  s p  c imen  o f  t h e

' f a i r  p l a y  w e  r e c e i v e d ,  I  may m e n t i o n  t h a u  a f t e r  t h e y  ( B a l l a )

scored t h e  g o a l ,  s e v e n  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  - b i t e  rema ined  u n e x p i r e d .

Two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  ' M i t c h e l s '  f o r c e d  t h e  b a l l  o v e r  t h e

B a l l a  g o a l  l i n e  a n d ,  when a b o u t  t o  k i c k  o u t  t h e  b a l l ,  t h e  B a l l a

goa lkeeper  was d i r e c t e d  b y  M r  James N a l l y  t o  t a k e  h i s  t i m e  a s

the  M i t c h e l s  h a v e  o n l y  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o

d e l i b e r a t e l y  was te  t i m e  s o  a s  t o  l e s s e n  o u r  chances o f  s c o r i n g .

Another  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  speaks  vo lumes  f o r  t h e  f a i r  p l a y  w e

rece i ved  f r o m  B a l l a , - - a  h i g h l y - c o l o u r e d  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  m a t c h

( f rom t h e  p e n  o f  a  B a l l a  c o r r e s p o n d a n t  e v i d e n t l y )  aTpeared  i n

the  co lumns o f  t h e  Wes te rn  P e o p l e ,  i n  w h i c h  we a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d

as k i c k i n g  t h e  b a l l  i n t o  t o u c h  t o  p r e v e n t  B a l l a  f r o m  s c o r i n g  when ,

as a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  B a l l a  g o a l  was h o t l y  b e s e i g e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .

The l a s t  s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o t e s t  s p e a k s  o f  a n  o r d e r l y  c r o w d .  I

have a  f e w  words  t o  s a y  t o  t h e  o r d e r l i n e s s .  Was i t  o r d e r l y  o r  f a i r

f o r  a  member o f  t h i s  c rowd  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  b a l l  f r o m  R a f f e r t y ' s

f o o t  w i t h  h i s  w a l k i n g - s t i c k s  a n d  R a f e r t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  h a v i n g  a  v e r y

f a i r  chance  o f  s c o r i n g  a s  h e  was p a s t  t h e  m o s t  o f  t n e  B a l l a

backs? W i l l  i t  b e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  ' o r d e r l y  c r o w d '  b r o k e  i n  upon

the  f i e l d  w h e n  B a a l a  s c o r e d  a  g o a l  and h e l d  p o e - s s i o n  f o r  t e n

minutes? L a v e l l e  o f  t h e  C a s t l e b a r  t eam who had b e e n  h u r t  and  w a s

l y i n g  o n  t t e . g r o u n  w a s  w a l k e d  o n  b y  t h e m , - - n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o
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r i s e  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  save  h i m s e l f ,  and  i t  was o n l y  w i t h

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  h e  was r e s c u e d  f r o m  h i s  p e r i l o u s  s i t u a t i o n

by M r  S tenson  o f  B a l l a - - a n d  o u t s i d e  members o f  t h i s  ' o r d e r l y  c r o w d '

d i r e c t e d  some o f  t h e  B a l l a  p l a y e r s  t o  come and  k i c k  me a s  I  l a y

upon t h e  g r o u n d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  wha t  M r  Murphy  c a l l s  a  ' s l i g h t

a c c i d e n t ' .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  show t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  some

o f  t h e  G r a n u a i l e s ;  o n e  o f  t hem d e c l a r e d ,  some d a y s  p r e v i o u s  t o

the  m a t c h ,  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  man o n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  b r e a k  my

bones,  h e  w o u l d  d o  s o  b e f o r e  I  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d s  A n o t h e r  o f  t h e s e

exponents o f  ' f a i r  p l a y ' ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  a  B a l l a  k i c k e r ,  jumped

at  P .  L o f t u s ,  s t r i k i n g  h i m  i n  t h e  s i d e ,  a n d  b r e a k i n g  one  o f  h i s

r i b s .  To  t h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h e  g o a l  may b .  c r e d i t e d ,  a s  L o f t u s

exchanged p l a c e s  w i t h  t h e  g o a l k e e p e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a v e  t h e  f i e l d

a l t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  when t h e  b a l l  came t o  h i m  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  e v e n

wa lk  t o  i t ,  t h o u g h  a t  t h e  t i m e  i t  was r o l l i n g  s l o w l y  a l o n g  t h e

f i e l d ,  n o  p l a y e r ,  e x c e p t  L o f t u s ,  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  y a r d s  o f  i t .

I n  f u r t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h e  o r d e r l i n e s s ,  f a i r  p l a y ,  & c . ,  I

g i v e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t w o  o f  t h e  ' p r o t e s t a n t s ' ,  M e s s r s .  G l y n n

and M c n o n n e l l ,  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  M r  G l y n n ,  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h

Mr W L a v e l l e ,  c o u l d  f i n d  n o  m i l d e r  woreis t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  B a l l a

team and t h e  o r d e r l y  c rowd t h a n  " t h e y  a r e  s a v a g e s " .  M r  M d o n n e l l

r e p e a t e d l y  t o l d  o n e  o f  o u r  g o a l  u m p i r e s  ( M r  W M a r t i n ) ,  t h a t  t h e

C a s t l e b a r  t eam w e r e  b e i n g  f o u l l y  t r e a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  C l a r e m o r r i s

team o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  v i s i t  t o  B a l l a ,  r e c e i v e d  l i k e

t r e a t m e n t .  A s  M r  G l y n n  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e '  P r o t e s t a n t s '

who i s  a  p l a y e r ,  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  m u s t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r

i m p o r t a n c e .  O f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s e v e n ,  o n e  ( M r  W F i t z p a t r i c k )  f r a n k l y

admi ts  h e  knows n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  f o o t b a l l  ma tches .
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I f  t h e  o t h e r  s i x  were  o n l y  f r a n k  enough ,  t h e y  w o u l d ,  i f  a s k e d ,

r e t u r n  a  s i m i l a r  a n s w e r,  f o r  none o f  t h e m ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  am

aware, h a s  a n y  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  G a e l i c  F o o t b a l l .

Mr Cannon,  a n o t h e r  gen t l eman  who s i g n s  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  d i d ,  I

b e l e i v e ,  d r i v e  b y  t h e  f i e l d  i n  w h i c h  we p l a y e d ,  a n d  I  suppose

he mus t  h a v e  s e e n  some o f  t h e  p l a y .  Whe the r  h e  s a w  enough t o

j u s t i f y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  h i m  t h a t  VP g o t  f a i r  p l a y ,  and  t h a t

good o r d e r  p r e v a i l e d ,  i s  a  m a t t e r  upon  w h i c h  o t h e r s  may f o r m  a n

o p i n i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  M r  Cannon.  I  b e l e i v e  h e  l e a r n e d  t h e  r e s u l t

o f  t h e  m a t c h  a t  S h r u l p  f a i r ,  n e x t  d a y ,  f r o m  o u r  f i e l d  u m p i r e ,

Mr M F l a n n e l l y .  Two  o f  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  I  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  s e p e r a t e l y

- -name ly  M r  C a 1 y  and M r  J o y c e .  A s  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  w r i t e  C a s t l e b a r

a f t e r  t h e i r  names,  a  r e a d e r ,  u n a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l

p o s i t i o n  o f  B e l c a r r a  and o n a m o n a 2  w o u l d  f a n c y  - t h a t  t h e

gent lemen t h a t  r e s i d e  t h e r e  b e l o n g  t o  C a s t l e b a r  p a r i s h .  T h i s  i s

no t  t h e  c a s e .  B e l c a r r a ,  whe re  M r  % l y  r e s i d e s ,  i s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h

o f  B a l l a .  -flonamona, B a l l y g l a s s  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  n o t

nonamona, C a s t l e b a r .

As t h e r e  w e r e  p l a y e r s  o n  t h e  B a l l a  t eam who d i d  n o t

r e s i d e  i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  f o r  o u r

c l a i m i n g  t h e  m a t c h  a l t o f t e t h e r .  H o w e v e r,  we d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  d o

t h i s ;  b u t  s i m p l y  a s k  t h e  C o u n t y  Commit tee  t o  a r r a n g e  t o  h a v e

the m a t c h  p l a y e d  o v e r  a g a i n  i n  some p l a c e  t h a t  i n c i d e n t s  s u c h

I  h a v e  enumerated a r e  n o t  r e g a r d e d  ' o r d i n a r y ' ,  and  whe re  a n

'ord  r l y  c r o w d '  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h -  o n e  i n  B a l l a

would v i e w  t h e  m a t c h  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  p l a y e r s .  T h i s

would e n a b l e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  t h e  ' M i t c h e l s '  g o t  f a i r

p l a y ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a r t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a n  ' o r d e r l y  c r o w d '  o n  t h e

as

occas ion  i n  q u e s t i o n .
S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

T. J .  K e l l y .
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SOME BALL& VOICE I S  HEARD I.

To The E d i t o r  O f  The Connaught Te legraph .

B a l l a ,  A p r i l  3 0 t h  1889.

S i r -  Your  v e r y  uncomplimentary remarks i n  t he  Connaught Te legraph
o f  2 7 t h  i n s t ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  r e c e n t  f o o t b a l l  match between Cast lebar  ° M i t c h e l s t
and B a l l a  ' G r a n u a i l e s l  r e q u i r e  a  r e p l y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  we m a i n t a i n
t h a t  we s t r i c t l y  adhered t o  t h e  G a e l i c  A t h l e t i c  Assoc i a t i on  r u l e s ,  and t h a t
there was no  such t h i n g  as thumping w i t h  t h e  f i s t  o r  b u t t i n g  w i t h  the  head.
You migh t  have wa i t ed  a  l i t t l e  and  l e a r n  some o f  t he  t r u t h  be fo re  you
poured f o r t h  such a  t o r r e n t  o f  abuse.  Everyman who p l a y  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t
Mr. K e l l y  met w i t h  t he  s l i g h t  a c c i d e n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  o n l y  one o f  those t h i n g s
which a re  l i a b l e  t o  happen i n  such c o n t e s t s .  T h e r e  i s  no  t r u t h  i n  t h e
statement t h a t  he was d e l i b e r a t e l y  b u t t e d ,  o r  b u t t e d  a t  a l l .  Y o u  a l t o g e t h e r
ignore t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  h o t e l ,  a f t e r  t h e  p l a y,  when p a r t a k i n g  r e f r e s h -
ment, t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  ' M i t c h e l l  t eam s ta ted  t h a t  he had  no compla in t
whatsoever t o  make i n  rega rd  t o  t h e  p l a y,  and ,  a t  p a r t i n g ,  cheered f o r
the B a l l a  men. Y o u  have made no  a l l u s i o n  whatever t o  t h a t  s t range a c t i o n
o f  t h e  Cas t lebar  c a p t a i n  t a k i n g  up  t he  b a l l  when t h e  l G r a n u a i l e s '  were o n
the p o i n t  o f  s c o r i n g ,  o r  t o  t h a t  remarkable t r i c k  i n  t he  I M i t c h e l s l
o f  l y i n g  down on  t he  b a l l  whtn  i n  dangerous promimi ty  t o  t h e i r  g o a l .

B a l l a  men can bear  favourab le  comparison w i t h  those o f  any o t h e r
l o c a l i t y  i n  Mayo, and do  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  cha rac te r  f r o m
Cast lebar.  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  ma t te r  w i l l ,  a t  a l l  even ts ,  s t a n d  t h e
t o s t  o f  any i m p a r t i a l  t r i b u n a l ,  i t  i s  no  wonder t h a t  Cas t lebar  men f e e l
h u r t  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g  v i c t o r i o u s  r e c o r d  be ing  broken;  and i t  must a l s o  h u r t
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  t o  be s h u t  o u t  f r om t h e  cer ta l i t ty  ( i n  t h e i r  own minds) o f
being presented w i t h  t h e  va luab le  medals wh ich  t h e  County committee i n t e n d
to g i v e  t o  t h e  champions o f  t h e  p resen t  season. I  have made no  a l l u s i o n
to t h e  wounded 'G ranua i l esv l  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  had,  i n  f a c t ,  more reason t o
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complain t han  t h e  ' N i t c h e l s 1 ,  t h rough  t h a t  unmanly s t y l e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r
i n  d ropp ing  themselves be fo re  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  and  th row ing  themselves on
the b a l l .

THOMAS MURPHY.

A PROTEST.

We, t h e  unders igned,  h a v i n g  wi tnessed s e v e r a l  f o o t b a l l  matches,
and be ing  p resen t  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  match between t h e  Cas t lebar  IMI tche ls1
and B a l l a  'Granuai les1 w h i c h  came o f f  a t  B a l l a  on t he  2 1 s t  i n s t . ,  d o
c e r t i f y  t h a t  we never  w i tnessed any match i n  wh ich  t he re  was more f a i r
play e x h i b i t e d ;  and we cannot  b y  any means understand what  j u s t i f i c a t i o n
there can  be f o r  t h e  abus ive  s ta tements  appear ing  i n  t h e  'Mayo Examiner'
and Connaught Te legraph o f  t h e  2 7 t h  i n s t .  i n  re fe rence  t o  s a i d  match.
We can  p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  no th i ng  occur red d u r i n g  t h e  p l a y  more t h a n  t h e
usual i n c i d e n t s  which a re  l i a b l e  t o  happen i n  s i m i l a r  matches, and  the
crowd was a s  o r d e r l y  as  any  we have h i t h e r t o  seen as  such meet ings.

Walter Joyce,  Donamona, Cas t l eba r
Charles D a l y,  C o a c h f i e l d ,  d e .
Myles O 'Donne l l ,  Oraggagh, C la remor r i s
Edward Cannon, L i s n o l a n ,  B a l l a
John McDonnell ,  C la remor r i s
Henry French,  Mossbrook, C la remor r i s
P. J .  G lynn ,  B a l l i n a f a d ,  B a l l y g l a s s
W. J .  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  A t h a v a l l i e l  B a l l a
P a t r i c k  Stephens, May-O0
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GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.

MAYO CHAMPIONSHIP.

Stephenites ( H a l l i n a )  v .  Faugh -  Bal laghS (  Ba l laghader reen) -
This match was p layed  a t  Swin ford  on  Sunday l a s t  i n  presence o f  a  l a r g e
crowd o f  s p e c t a t o r s .  T h e  day  f o r t u n a t e l y  h e l d  f i n e  t h o u g h  a  s t i f f  breeze
blew f o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h e  advantage .of  t h e  Faughs, who won t h e
toss .  O f  t h e  p l a y  g e n e r a l l y,  a s  a  n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  sc ience and p l u n c k l  i t
would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  speek i n  t o o  h i g h  p r a i s e .  T h e  o n l y  r e g r e t  was t h a t
i t  shou ld  have been marked b y  so  many d i spu tes  and o b j e c t i o n s ,  wh i ch  were
c h i e f l y ,  a n d  we m igh t  a lmost  say  e n t i r e l y ,  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t he
Faughs. T h i s ,  gent leman had a  p e r f e c t  r i g h t  t o  safeguard t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f
h i s  team, b u t  he undoubte ly  gave h i m s e l f  t o o  much away on t h e  occas ion ,
w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t ime  was wasted and tempers were n o t  improved.  T h e
bal lwas h a r d l y  thrown i n  be fo re  i t  was rusned b y  t h e  Stephen i tes  i n t o  the
Faughts t e r r i t o r y ,  and i t  was o n l y  by  t he  merest  poss ib l e  shave t h a t
F i t z g e r a l d ,  o f  t h e  Stephens (whose p l a y  throughout  t h e  day  was o f  a  b r i l l i a n t
order)  m i s s e d  s c o r i n g  a p o i n t .  T h i s  seemed t o  p u t  t he  Faughs on  t h e i r
met t le ,  and  t h e y  q u i c k l y  f o r c e d  t h e  b a l l  back i n t o  t h e i r  opponents ground,
and succeeded a f t e r  a  hard  f o u g h t  t u s s l e  i n  s c o r i n g  a  p o i n t .  I t  was t h e
on ly  score made on  e i t h e r  s i d e  when h a l f - t i m e  was c a l l e d .  P l a y  th roughout
the second h a l f  was f a s t  and f u r i o u s .  F o r  t h e  Stephens, F i t z g e r a l d  scored

two p o i n t s  and a  t h i r d  was scored b y  Hogan, t h e  Faughs n o t  hav ing  scored
in  t h e  meantime. W i t h  a  desperate r u s h ,  however,  t h e y  broke th rough  t h e
defence o f  t h e  Stephens and succdeded j u s t  be fo re  t he  h a l f  hour  was u p  i n
ga in ing a p o i n t .  T h e i r  c a p t a i n  c la imed i t  was a  g o a l ,  and  was backapai rby
Mr. M o r i a r t y,  who made t h e  k i c k ,  b u t  t h e  ee feree  and t h e i r  own g o a l  umpire
decided a g a i n s t  them, s o  t h a t  t h e  Stephens won b y  3  p o i n t s  t o  2 .  T h e
Faughs subsequent ly  lodged an o b j e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  committee and were r e -
admit ted t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  championship.  I t  i s  b u t  due t o  t h e  Faughs t o  c o m p l i -
ment them on t h e  marked improvement wh ich  has taken  p lace  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d i n g
and k i c k i n g  s ince  l a s t  y e a r.  T h e r e  i s  s c a r c e l y  a  team i n  t h e  coun t y  which
has come on  so w e l l .  A r .  Flanagan, Crossmol ine,  r e f e r e e d ,  and  t h e  g o a l
umpires were-  F o r  Faugh-a-Bal lagha-  Messrs.  K e l l y ,  C l a r e m o r r i s ,  and  F.
D a v i t t t  Sw in fo rd ,  f o r  Stephens- Messrs Murray and L a v e l l e  B a l l i n a  f i e l d
umpires -  Messrs.  Hunt  and Devers.
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GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.

BALLINA COMMERCIALS V.  SWINFORD SEXTONS.

This was t h e  o n l y  match o f  t h e  championships p layed  on Sunday.
The j o u r n e y  t o  Swin fo rd  was undertaken i n  f ace  o f  a  l o w e r i n g  sky  and a
s l i g h t  m i s t .  M a t t e r s  en  rou te  d i d  n o t  a t  a l l  mend, and  i t  r equ i r ed  a
dauntless s p i r i t  t o  compass t h e  l o n g ,  weary  road ,  and  t o  f i n d ,  when you a
a r r i v e d  a t  your  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  t h a t  though the  p r e t t y  and progress ive  town
i t s e l f  p u t  on  i t s  b e s t  appearance and welcomed i t s  v i s i t o r s  h o s p i t a b l y,
the weather  con t inued  t p  pass f r o m  one bad phase t o  another  u n t i l  i t
reached a  c l imax  t h a t  n i g h t  become November, b u t  v i o l e n t l y  d i s t u r b e d  t h e
t rad i t ons  we a re  assustomed t o  assoc ia te  w i t h  t h e  " l e a f y  month o f  June"
I t  was under  such  depress ing circumstances t h a t  t h e  r i v a l  teams l i n e d  up
in  t h e  saucer -shaped f i e l d  t h a t  h e l d  i n  i t s  bosom a m in i a tu re  l a k e .  T h e
Sextons won t h e  t o s s ,  h a l f  t ime  was c a l l e d  withoutadvantage a c c u r i n g
to e i t h e r  s i d e .  T h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  game was e n t i r e l y  i n  f avou r  o f  t he
home team, who l i t e r a l l y  romped away w i t h  t h e  l e a t h e r  f r o m  t h e i r  opponents,
l e f t  o f f  v i c t o r s  b y  two  goa ls  and two  p o i n t s  t o  n i l .  U n h e s i t a t i n g l y ,  we
gave i t  as  o u r  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  were much t h e  b e t t e r  team and p layed
the b e t t e r  game, f o r  wh ich  reason i t  i s  t o  be  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  seve ra l  "
scrimmages" shou ld  have occur red  t h a t  m igh t ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  d i s p l a y  o f
pat ience, have been avo ided.  T h e r e  i s  a  v i r t u e  i n  t a k i n g  v i c t o r y  w i t h
midesty.  T h e  sexonts  won a  d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r y .  T h e y  marred i t ,  however,  b y
indu lg ing  i n  one o f  those e n t h u s i a s t i c  demonstrat ions t o  which a  p e r i od  m t h t
be be s e t  w i t h  t h e  phrase vae v i c t i s  t  T h e y  c p , i r e d  t h e i r  c a p t a i n  (
Mr. A .  j .  S taunton)  round  t he  f i e l d ,  a s  w e l l  indeed t h e y  may have had a
r i g h t ,  s i n c e  t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  f e l l  on  h im.  W e  o n l y  gave them t h e i r
due when we s a y  t h a t  t h e y  have improved v e r y  much and w i l l  have a  good
deal t o  s a y  t o  t h e  championships be fo re  t h e y  a re  dec ided .  T h e  Commercials
have n o t i f i e d  a n  o b j e c t i o n  on  t h e  ground o f  t h e  Sextons hav ing  a  man on
t h e i r  team who belonged t o  t h e  Mee l i ck  liedmond C lub ,  b u t  we have rece i ved
from the  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Redmond Club a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s ta tement  deny ing
t h i s .  4 r .  John Boland o f  Fox fo rd ,  r e f e r e e d  t h e  match.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE WESTERN PEOPLE.

CASTLEBAR, 2 7 t h  JUNE, 1889.

DEAR S IR-  I  was much su rp r i sed  on  read ing  i n  a  l a t e  i s s u e  o f  y o u r
j ou rna l  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  meet ing o f  t h e  County Committee o f  t h e  G.A.A.
held i n  t h e  Noy H o t e l ,  B a l l i n a ,  f r o m  which i t  appears t h e  c l u b s
r e c e n t l y  admi t ted t o  t h e  championship have been aga in  excluded
This i s  b y  f a r  t h e  most l u d i c r o u s  and absurd proceeding which has
ye t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  County Committee, a n d  i t  can o n l y  be deemed
worthy o f  n o t i c e  as  a f f o r d i n g  p r o o f ,  t h a t  t h i s  i r r e g u l a r  mode o f
procedure i s  t h e  source t o  which t h e  p resen t  d isorgan ised  s t a t e  o f
the a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Mayo may t race .  i t s  o r i g i n .  T h i s  d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n
i s ,  t o  my mind, t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  c l i q u e  who, f r o m  B a l l i n a  and
Swinford a l t e r n a t e l y ,  r u l e  t h e  Gae l i c  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  c o u n t y.
The c l u b s  wh ich  a re  now v i r t u a l l y  expe l led  were admi t ted  a t  a  meet ing
held i n  Feeny's H o t e l ,  Sw in fo rd ,  o n  Sunday, t h e  1 9 t h  o f  May, a t  wh ich
there a t tended a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  County Committee. T h e
ob jec t ions  lodged were f u l l y  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  w i tnesses examined on
both s i d e s ,  and t h e  c l u b s ,  a s  I  have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  r e -admi t ted .
Matches were t h e n  arranged i n  which t h e y  were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,
and t h e r e  was a  f a i r  p rospec t  o f  hav ing  whatever d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d
amicably s e t t l e d .  B u t  t h e  e v i l  gen ius  o f  t h e  County Committee aga in
assweted i t s e l f .  A t  t h e  meet ing i n  t h e  Moy H o t e l ,  B a l l i n a ,  a t  wh ich
on ly  two o f  t hose  who a t tended t h e  Swin ford  meet ing were p resen t
(a t h i r d  hav ing  l e f t  t h e  room i n  d i s g u s t ) ,  a c t i n g  on  t h e  sugges t ion
of  a  gentleman who had no  a c t u a l  knowledge o f  t h e  c i rcumstances under
which these c l u b s  had been readmi t ted ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted
excluding them f rom t h e  championship and r e v e r s i n g  ( w i t h o u t  any n o t i c e )
the d e c i s i o n  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  gentlemen who had t aken  t h e  t r o u b l e
of  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  whole m a t t e r  most m i n u t e l y.  T h e  o n l y  semblance
o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a r b i t r a r y  proceeding i s  t o  be found
i n  a  remark made b y  Mr Staunton,  who i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d ,  " A l l
t h i s  t r o u b l e  came o u t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a l l y  convened meet ing o f  t he  County
Committee a t  Sw in fo rd " .  A s  Mr  Staunton has g i v e n  so  much i n f o r m a t i o n
to  t h e  p u b l i c ,  perhaps he  would now go a  s t e p  f a r t h e r -and i t  i s
necessary i n  t h e  p resen t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  t h a t  he o r  somebody e l s e
should and e x p l a i n  how and why i t  was i n f o r m a l .  I t  i s  q u i t e  t r u e
the minute  book was n o t  be fo re  t h e  meet ing and shou ld  have been, b u t
the gentleman who i s  t h e  cus tod ian  o f  i t  i n  t h e  absence o f  t h e
county s e c r e t a r y  was p resen t ,  and  why d i d  he  n o t  produce i t ?
I s  i t  n o t  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  Swin fo rd  meet ing was f i x e d
upon and n o t i c e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  Press a  month p rev ious  t o  i t s  be i ng
held? a n d  was a  month s  n o t i c e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  have t h e  meet ing
f o r m a l l y  convened and t h e  minute  book produced? F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I  would
l i k e  t o  know i f  Mr  Staunton cons iders  t h a t  meet ing was i l l e g a l ,  why  i t
was t h a t  he sought  t o  have on  t h e  same day  b u t  a t  an e a r l i e r  hku r
a meet ing he ld  i n  some r i c k e t y  s t r u c t u r e o n  t h e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d ?
I t  would be  v e r y  d e s i r a b l e ,  i f  t h e  County Committee i s  t o  be  r e p
estab l ished i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t o  have s a t i s f a c t o r y



answers g i v e n  t o  those  q u e r i e s .  A t  t he  same t i m e  I  cannot  h e l p
observing t h a t  Mr Staunton,  i n  ques t i on ing  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h a t  meet ing,
c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  i n  as  much as  he i s  one o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  who
were more o r  l e s s  respons ib le  f o r  hav ing  i t  p r o p e r l y  convened.
I t  i s  r a t h e r  amusing, t o o ,  t o  c o n t r a s t  t h e  warmth d isp layed  b y  h im
a t  t h e  Swin ford  meet ing i n  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  r e s c i n d i n g  a  r e s o l u t i o n
w i thou t  no t i ce (wh ich  was n o t  done) w i t h  h i s  s i l e n c e  a t  t h e  meet ing
i n  t h e  Moy Ho te l ,  B a l l i n a ,  where a  r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted revok ing ,
w i t hou t  n o t i c e ,  a  d e c i s i o n  which was o n l y  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  a  p rev ious
meeting a f t e r  t h e  most  c a r e f u l  and search ing  i n q u i r y.  I n  conc lus ion
I  t r u s t  t h e  c l u b s  who have been c u t  o f f  f r om the  championship w i l l
show t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  gentlemen by  seve r ing
t h e i r  connect ion  w i t h  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  though i t  would be
presumptuous t o  suggest  t o  t h e  gent lemen whose d e c i s i o n  has been
reversed i n  such a  high-handed manner what t h e y  should  do  under
the c i rcumstances.  I  may be pe rm i t t ed  t o  express my approva l
o f  t h e  course adopted b y  Mr Mulhern and Mr  K e l l y  i n  w i thdrawing  f rom
the committee. C o n d u c t e d  on  i t s  p resen t  l i n e s  i t  can no l o n o u r  t o
any gentleman t o  be  connected, however s l i g h t l y ,  w i t h  t h e  G.A.&
i n  Mayo.

F a i t h f u l l y  yours ,

G. LAVELLE.
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GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION MEETING OF THE COUNTY COMMITTEE:
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The f i r s t  mee t i ng  o f  t h e  new coun ty  committee o f  t h e  Mayo G.A.A. was
held i n  F i t z g e r a l d ' s  H o t e l ,  Sw in fo rd ,  o n  Sunday, 2 7 t h  u l t . ,

T.B. KELLY ESQ, PRESIDING:

Others p r e s e n t :  M e s s r s  J .  B e i r n e  ( s e c ) ,  P.  Feeny,  P. J .  Durkan,
D. Hun t ,  T .  McNamara, and P. A .  Waldron.

The s e c r e t a r y  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  number o f  c l u b s  a f f i l i a t e d  u p  t o
date was 18 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  names:

B a l l i n a  Stephens, B a l l i n a  Commercials, Sw in fo rd  Commercials,
Bal laghaderreen Faugh-a.,-Ballaghs, Ba l laghader reen S t  P a t r i c k ' s
Temperance C lub ,  B a l l y h a u n i s  C e l t s ,  Annagh O 'Br iens ,  Ki lmvoee
C r i l l y s ,  Lacken S a r s f i e l d s ,  K i lmeena Macs, Mul ranny  B r i a n  Borus,
Ea l lyhaunis  O 'B r i ens ,  At tymass O'Dowdas, Wes tpor t  A r t i s a n s ,  C l a r e m o r r i s
U.H. Moores, Crossmol ina D r  Crokes, B a l l y c a s t l e  Emmets,
Bal lysokeery  Dr  Waishes.
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CO. MAYO CHAMPIONSHIP.

B a l l i n a  Stephens v  B a l l a  Uranua i les .

This match was p layed  a t  B a l l i n a  on  Sunday l a s t  and r e s u l t e d  i n  a
dec is ive  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  Stephens b y  I  goa l  and 9  p o i n t s  t o  n i l .
The f i n a l  t i e  f o r  t h e  coun ty  championship w i l l  be  p layed  tomorrow
a t  Foxford  between t h e  B a l l i n a  Stephens and t h e  Swin fo rd  Sextons.
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, G A 6 L I C  ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION:

MEETING OF THE CO COMMITTEE:
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A meet ing o f  t h e  County Committee was h e l d  a t  t h e  Moy Ho te l ,  B a l l i n a ,
on Monday, M r.  P. G .  Smyth, p r e s i d e n t ,  i n  t h e  c h a i r ;  and a l s o
present-Messrs T. B .  K e l l y ,  C l a r e m o r r i s ;  J . A .  No lan ,  Crossmol ina;
P.J .  Durkan,  K i l l a l a ,  and J .  B e i r n e ,  B a l l i n a .

The chairman s a i d  t h e r e  were two  c l u b s  remain ing  i n  t h e  championship
out o f  a l l  t hose  wh ich  had en te red- t h e  b a l l i n a  Stephens and t h e
Swinford Sextons.  S o m e  t i m e  s i n c e  i t  was agreed t h a t  t h e y  were t o
meet a t  ?ox fo rd  t o  p l a y  o f f  t h e  championship. T h e  Stephens
went t o  Fox fo rd ,  and  remained o n  t h e  k i c k i n g  ground u n t i l  abou t
2 o ' c l o c k .  B e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t  b a l l i n a  t h e y  rece ived  a  te legram f rom
Swinford s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Sextons would n o t  go t h e r e  t h a t  day  i n
consequence o f  an  acc iden t  susta ined b y  t h e i r  c a p t a i n  ( M r.  A . J .
Staunton), and  t h i s ,  added t o  rumours wh ich  o therw ise  p r e v a i l e d ,  seemed
to s t reng then  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  Sextons would n o t  compete.
At  any  r a t e  t h e  Stephens hav ing  gone on  t h e  ground,  and remained
there u n t i l  2  o ' c l o c k  w i t h o u t  t h e  Sextons hav ing  p u t  i n  an  appearance,
he (cha i rman)  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  them t h e  championship medals, o n  t h e
understanding, s i gned  i n  w r i t i n g  by  t he  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  Stephens,
t h a t  i f  a t  any  f u t u r e  t i m e  t h e  Sextons agreed t o  p l a y  them, t h e  match
should come o f f  on  such a  day and p l a c e  as  m igh t  be m u t u a l l y  arranged
on. I t  was under  those c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  medals were givfen and
accepted. T h e  Stephens t h e n  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  re tu rned  t o  Fox fo rd ,
and w h i l e  t h e y  were i n  t h e  town t h e  Swin fo rd  team unecpectedly  a r r i v e d .
He (cha i rman)  immed ia te ly  went t o  t h e  Stephens team and requested
them t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  k i c k  o f f  t h e  match, b u t  t h e y  ob jec ted
to go  back aga in  t h a t  day  and requested t h a t  t h e  match would be  p u t
o f f  t o  some o t h e r  day,  consen t ing  i n  t h e  meantime t o  g i v e  u p  t h e  medals
u n t i l  t h e  County Committee appointed a  day  f o r  t h e  championship t o  be
played o f f .

Mr. Durcan:  h a v e  t h e y  g iven  up  t h e  medals?

Chairman: Ye s ;  t h e y  a re  here .

Mr. Durcan:  I t  seems t h e n  t h a t  t h e y  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  comply w i t h  any
r a t i o n a l  r eques t .

Chairman: C e r t a i n l y ;  t h e  Stephens a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  meet t h e  Sextons when
or  where we had a l l  o u r  arrangements completed and must go on .



Mr. K e l l y  -  Oh, t h a t  would e x p l a i n  i t .

Mr. Temp le -  I  heard f r o m  a  v e r y  respec tab le  man, M r.  D o l p h i n  t h a t
they l e f t  Swinford  l o n g  be fo re  he d i d  and he  passed them on t h e  road ,
so t h a t  t h e y  must have t aken  t h e i r  t ime  coming a long .

The depu ta t i on  then  r e t i r e d .

Mr. B e i r n e  suggested t h a t  t h e  match be p layed a t  B a l l i n a .  N o  c l u b
aver came here  y e t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  g e t  f a i r  p l a y.

Mr. No lan - I  t h i n k  Foxford  would be  t h e  b e t t e r  p l ace .

FINANCIAL:

The chairman read t h e  s ta tement  o f  accounts submi t ted  b y  t h e  coun ty
secre tary  as f o l l o w s ,  and  observed t h a t  f i v e  c l u b s  d i d  n o t  seem
to have p a i d  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  second l y  as  he had checked t h e
p a r t i c u l a r s .

X/HHHH--*Ti- i}*-)H-*
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TO THE EDITOR CF THE WESTERN PEOPLE.

BALLINA, AUGUST 23rd ,  1889.

DEAR S IR-  Fo r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Gaels o f  t h e  coun ty,  I  beg
to s t a t e  t h a t  I  have rece ived  t h e  championship crosses f o r  ' 8 9  f r om
the coun ty  chairman, M r  P.G.  Smyth and same w i l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h i s
evening (Saturday)  i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  t h e  Mechanics'  I n s t i t u t e  t o  o u r
team- the  undoubted champions o f  Mayo.

D. FITZGERALD. H o n  Sec.

STEPHENS. G.A.A.  CLUB.
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COUNTY MAYO GAELIC ATHLETIC CONVENTION. OZ13--1-1 C T -3

The annua l  convent ion  o f  de legates  f r o m  the  Co.  Mayo Gae l i c  A t h l e t i c
Assoc ia t ions was h e l d  a t  t h e  Moy H o t e l ,  B a l l i n a t  o n  Tuesday. Tw e n t y
two de lega tes ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  twe lve  c l u b s ,  o u t  o f  18 t h a t a f f i l i a t e d  u p  t o
date o f  convent ion ,  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  proceed ings.  T h e  names o f  t h e
delegates p resen t  were:

Ba l laghader r in  Faugh-a-Bal laghs,  Messrs .  Hun t  and Gordon; krVymass
O'Dowds, Messrs .  Durkan and Woods, K i l t i m a g h  O'Donnel l  Abusv Messrs .
McNicholas and L a v i n ,  Wes tpor t  A r t i s a n s .  M r.  J .  Gavan, C la remor r i s  George
Henry Moores, Messrs ,  K i l l e e n  and McDonnel l ,  b a l l i n a  Commercials, Messrs
Cosgrave and K e l l y ,  Crossmol ina D r .  Crokes,  Messrs.  Flanagan and F l ynn
Swinford Commercials, Messrs .  Ruddy and M. F.  B e i r n e t  B a l l y c a s t l e  Emmets
Messrs S tan ley  and Mr.  Namara, Ki lmoyee Dan C r i l l y s ,  M r .  J .  F leming,
Bal lysokeery D r .  Walshs, M r.  MoDonagh, B a l l i n a  Stephens, Messrs C o u r e l l
and Temple.

On t h e  ment ion o f  M r.  J .  McNichlas,  seconded b y  M r.  Durkan, t h e
cha i r  was taken  amid applause b y

Mr. T .  b .  K e l l y ,  L ; la remor r i s .
Mr. J .  T .  B e i r n e ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y,  subm i t t ed  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f

a f f a i r s ,  and  read t h e  names o f  t h e  c l u b s  ( 1 8 )  who had p a i d  t h e i r  a f f i l i a t i o n
fees f o r  t h i s  conven t ion .

TEE LATE COUNTY CHAIRMAN.

The s e c r e t a r y  read  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  f r o m  Mr.  P.  G .  Sm i t h :

B a l l i n a ,  September 9 t h  1889
To t h e  Delegates o f  t h e  G a e l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Mayo, i n  Convention assembled.

Gentlemen- I n  consequence o f  my t r a n s f e r  t o  another  Spnere o f  a c t i o n
i t  becomes my du t y  t o  r e s i g n  t h e  honourable p o s i t i o n  which f o r  t h e  p a s t
two yea rs  you  have a l l o t t e e  me- t h a t  o f  P res iden t  o f  t he  Gae l i c  A t h l e t i c  A
Assoc ia t ion  o f  Mayo. I n  s o  do ing  I  have t o  thank  you s i n c e r e l y  f o r  t he
t r u s t  reposed i n  me, and  my co l leagues  o f  t h e  ou tgo ing  county  execut ive  f o r

the u n i f o r m  a t t e n t i o n  and cou r tesy  shown b y  them i n  the  d ischarge  o f  t h e i r



d u t i e s .  w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  the  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  c l ose
o f  o f f i c i a l  y e a r  I  have t o  i n f o r m  you t h a t  a  baknce o f  £1 17m 6d  ( a s
shown i n  annexed r e p o r t )  has  been handed over  b y  me t o  t n e  ho i i  sec
pro tem.  M t  S .  i se i rne ,  and t h a t  t h e  committee have es t imated  t h a t  the
monies remain ing  i n  t h e  hands o f  M r.  A .  S .  S ta u n t i o n ,  o u t g o i n g  county
t reasu re r,  amount t o  £7 12s .  o f  wh ich sum Mr.  S taunton  i s  t i l i n g  t o  account
f o r  b u t  £2 5 s  t h e  committee d i s a l l o w i n g  h im £4 5 s .  expended b y  h im w i t h -
out a u t h o r i t y  f o r  c rosses ,  and  E l  5 s .  c la imed  b y  h im f o r  "s tamps"  s t a t i o n e r y
and o t h e r  expenses. I  would d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  d e b t  o f  £5 5 s .
du M e s s r s .  Hopk ins ,  o f  O 'Connel l  s t r e e t ,  D u b l i n ,  f o r  c rosses  s u p p l i e d  b y
them f o r  t h e  Mayo championship o f  1889, and  t r u s t  you  w i l l  o r d e r  immediate
payment o f  t h e  amount. A l t h o u g h  w i t h  r e g r e t  I  have t o  sever  myse l f  f r om
your ranks  I  s h a l l  ever  remember w i t h  p r i d e  and p lessure  t h e  success wh ich
has a t tended  t h e  G.A.A.  movement i n  Mayo, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  grand r a l l y  and
organ isa t ion  o f  t h e  y o u t h ,  and  many a  s t i r r i n g  compet i t i on  o f  s t r e n g t h  and
s k i l l  between t h e  v a r i o u s  a t h l e t i c  co rps  o f  t h e  c o u n t y,  S i n c e r e l y  t r u s t i n g
tha t  your  annua l  assemlay may be l a r g e ,  u n i t e d ,  and  harmonious, y o u r
e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  mos t  s a t i s f a c t o r y,  and t h a t  t h e  Gae l i c  A t h l e t i c
Assoc ia t ion  may l o n g  cont inue t o  t r i u m p h a n t l y  go on  and prosper  a s  i t
derserves t o ,  a s  a  most h e a l t h y  n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  t ende r  you ,
gentlemen, a  warm and h e a r t y  f a r e w e l l .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y
P.491, Smi th .

The Championship.

A d i scuss ion  then  rose  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  purchase o f  two  s e t  o f
medals, h e l d  by  t h e  Swin fo rd  Sextons and t h e  B a l l i n a  S tephen i tes .

The chairman s a i d  t h e  medals purchased by  t h e  l a t e  p r e s i d e n t  ( M r .
Smyth) was an  a c t  which had t h e  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  coun ty  committee
whi le  t h e  medals purchased b y  M r.  S taunton ,  and  g i ven  ove r  t o  h i s  own
c lub ,  was done o n  h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and  w i t h o u t  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o r  a u t h o r i t y
o f  t h e  commit tee.  T h e  coun ty  committee a t  i t s  l a s t  _teeting passed a  r e s o l u t i o n
c a l l i n g  upon h im t o  r e fund  t h e  money p a i d  f o r  those  medals.  H e  asked t h e
secretary  i f  t h a t  had been done?



The s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  he had g o t  no  answer f r o m  Mr.  S taun ton ,
Mr. Gordon: W h i l e  I  do  n o t  endorse t h e  a c t i o n  o f  M r.  S taun t i on

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  had no r i g h t  t o  buy t h e  medals e i t h e r ,  w i t h o u t
consu l t i ng  a  l a r g e r  number o f  t h e  coun ty  committee.

Mr. Hun t :  Wa s  f u l l  n o t i c e  g i v e n  t o  a l l  t h e  members o f  t h e  committee?
Secretary :  M i .  Smyth was a c t i n g  sec re ta r y  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and  I

presume a l l  t h e  members g o t  n o t i c e .
Mt. MoDonagh: I t  i s  my o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  medals have n o t  been

proper ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  a l l  and t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  Sextons n o r  t h e  S tepnen i tes
are e n t i t l e d  t o  be cons idered champions. T h e  c l u b  which  I  rep resen t  here
today s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  were seven minutes o f  t h e i r  t i m e  unexp i red  when
the r e f e r e e  o rdered  p l a y  t o  cease .

Mr. Temple:  h o w  can you make t h a t  ou t?
Mt. C o u r e l l :  M r .  MclJonagh must n o t  be aware t h a t  t h e  Stephen i tes

o f fe red  t o  meet t h e  c l u b  he rep resen ts  a t  any t i m e ,  and t h a t  t hey  re fused
to meet u s .

Mr. McNicholas:  I n  my o p i n i o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  champions c l u b  i n  t h e  coun ty
th i s  y e a r  p r o p e r l y  speak ing.

The chairman though t  t h a t  these mat te rs  were e n t i r e l y  ou ts ide  t h e
business f o r  wh ich t h e y  met here t o d a y.  H e  was s o r r y  t h e i r  t r e a s u r e r  was
not  p resen t .

Mr. McNicholas:  W h e r e  i s  t h e  s ta tement  o f  accounts he  s e n t  i n ?
Secretary :  I t  was read  b y  a i r.  Smyth a t  t h e  l a s t  meet ing.  I  d i d

not  g e t  i t .

Mr. Ruddy: I t  was pub l i shed  i n  t h e  Western People .
A copy o f  t he  Western People was t h e n  handed i n  by  a  de legate

conta in ing  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t he  l a s t  meet ing o f  t h e  commit tee.

The chairman s a i d  t hey  must a l l  acknowledge t h a t  t h e  bus iness  o f  t h e
assoc ia t ion  had n o t  been c a r r i e d  on s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d u r i n g  the  p a s t  y e a r,

They had met here t oday  t o  t r y  and remedy t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,
and t o  e l e c t  men who would endeavour t o  work more harmoniously  i n  the
fu tu re  f o r  t h e  genera l  good o f  t h e  G.A.A.  l e a v i n g  a l l  b i c k e r i n g s  and
disputes a s i d e ,  and l a v i n g  o n l y  one common purpose and i d e a  i n  v i e w -  t o
make t h e  G a e l i c  movement a  thorough success i n  Mayo ( h e a r,  h e a r )  h e
presumed t h a t  t h e  members f o rm ing  t he  l a t e  coun ty  committee would n o t  hand
i n  t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n s  s o  t h a t  t h e  de lega tes  m igh t  proceed t o  e l e c t  a  new
chairman and committee f o r  ensu ing  y e a r,  t o  whom i t  would be t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e
outgoing committee t o  hand o v e r  a  f u l l  s ta tement  o f  a f f a i r s .



Mr. Gordon: I t  i s  t o  t h e  de lega tes  here  assembled t h a t  t h i s
statement shou ld  be handed o v e r,  n o t  t o  t h e  new commit tee.  L e t  us  hear
the s ta tement  o f  accounts?

The s e c r e t a r y  then  read  t h e  t r e a s u r e r ' s  account  f r om the  Western
People.

Mt. Gordon: W e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  pay f o r  two  s e t s  o f  medals.
Uhairman: T o  p u t  i t  i n t o  a  n u t s h e l l ,  l e t  any de legate  d r a f t  i n

a r e s o l u t i o n  approv ing  o f  M r.  S taun ton ' s  conduct  i n  purchas ing a  s e t  o f
medals on  h i s  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

Mr. Gordon: I  d o n ' t  approve o f  h i s  conduc t .  N e i t h e r  do  I  approve o f
the conduct  o f  t he  coun ty  committee, because I  cons ide r  i t  was an  i r r e g u l a r
meetings, and  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a  quorum present  a t  t he  t i m e  t h e  medals

were presented t o  t h e  Stephens c l u b .
16/.. Hun t :  T h e  medals shou ld  n o t  have been purchased, l e t  a lone

d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h o u t  eve ry  member o f  he committee g e t t i n g  n o t i c e  o f  t h e

meeting.
Mt. Durkan s a i d  i f  t h e r e  was a  quorum present  when an o r d e r  was

given t o  purchase t h e  medals t h e  proceedings were l e g a l  i n  every  way.  I f
members g o t  n o t i c e ,  and  d i d  n o t  chose t o  a t t e n d ,  t h a t  was t h e i r  awn a f f a i r .

Mr. McDonagh: T h e  ques t i on  i s -  has t h e  championship been p r o p e r l y
decided o r  no t?

Mr. C o u r e l l :  T h a t  was s e t t l e d  l o n g  ago.
Mt. MaNicholas:  T o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  some p a r t i e s ,  n o  doub t ,  b u t

not  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  l ie  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c l u b s .
Mr. Hun t  observed t h a t  he had seen i n  t h e  Western People some t i m e

ago a  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m  Mt .  K e l l y .  Y e t  h i s  name f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  11
l a s t  meet ing o f  t h e  coun ty  committee a s  one o f  those p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meet ing .

Secretary :  I  r ece i ved  no  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m  Mt .  K e l l y .
The chairman s a i d  t h e  l e t t e r  he wro te  t o  theWestern People mere l y

stated t h a t  as l o n g  as d i spu tes  arose  a  t  t h e  committee he shou ld  d e c l i n e
to a c t  upon i t .  H e  never  ceased t o  be a  member o f  t he  commit tee,  and no
man who read  h i s  l e t t e r  i n t e l l i g i b l y  cou ld  have drawn any o t h e r  conc lus ion .

Mt. Hun t :  M i g h t  I  ask  i f  t h e r e  was any th ing  e l s e  i n  t h e  committee
afterwa:rds b u t  d isun ion?

Mt. McNicholas:  T h e r e  i s  no  use g o i n g  back upon t h i s  now.  W e  have
to d e a l  w i th  more  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s ,  namely t h e  medals.  T h e r e  i s  no  match
a t  a l l  k i cked  f o r  them y e t .

Chairman: I f  any gentleman o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  coun ty



committee l e t  h im appeal  t o  t h e  Cen t ra l  Execu t i ve .  I  t h i n k  we a r e  o u t  o f
order d i scuss ing  i t  he re .  W e  have awarded t h e  medals t o  the  S tephen i tes ,
and i f  we have g i v e n  a  wrong dec is ion  t h e  C e n t r a l  Counc i l  i s  t h e r e  t o
co r rec t  us ,  and p u t  mat te rs  r i g h t .

Mr. C o u r e l l  s a i d  t h e  Stephen i tes  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t he  County
committee, a d  went  t o  Fox ford  t o  meet t h e  Sextons,  and  a f t e r  w a i t i n g  i n
the f i e l d  f o r  two  hours  t h e y  then r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  t own .  T h e  Sextons a r r i v e d
some t i m e  a f t e rwa rds  and wanted them t o  go  back and p l a y  t h e  match.  T h e
Stephenites d e c l i n e ,  b u t  o f f e r e d  t o  meet them on any f u t u r e  day,  and i t  was
on t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h e y  were handed over  t h e  medals b y  Mr.  Smyth; t h e y  would
no t  have taken  them o the rw ise .

Mr. Gordon s a i d  i t  was w e l l  known t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t he  Sextons
(Mr.  Staunton)  me t  w i t h  a  se r i ous  acc iden t  a  few days b e f o r e .  D i d  t h e
Sextons n o t  send a  te leg ram i n  consequence a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  match should  be
postponed?

Mr. Temple:  Y e s ,  b u t  we w i r e d  back t h a t  hav ing  engaged c a r s  and
made a l l  ou r  arrangements we must  go on  t o  Fox fo rd .

Mr. McNicholas:  I  c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  t h a t  he match shou ld  have been
postponed when t h e i r  c a p t a i n  met w i t h  such an  acc iden t

Mr. b e i r n e  s a i d  t h e  Stephen i tes  g o t  p o s i t i v e  o r d e r s  t o  go  t o  Fox fo rd .
Was i t  t o  s u i t  t h e  convenience o f  any  team t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  b reak  th rough
t h e i r  o rders?

Mr. Gordon: I t  was n o t  t o  s u i t  h i s  convenience a t  a l l O  h e  met
w i t h  a  se r i ous  a c c i d e n t ,  and  some r e g a r d  ough t  t o  have been had f o r  t he
f a c t .

Chairman: W h a t  i s  t h e  use o f  d i scuss ing  these ma t te rs  now? W e
have a  l o t  o f  business be fo re  u s .

Mr. B e i r n e :  T o  sum up the bus iness ,  I  propose t h a t  Mr.  Staunton be
ca l l ed  on  by  t h e  coun ty  committee t o  hand back t h e  money he p a i d  f o r  t hese
medals.

Mr. Gordon: I  move t h a t  t h e  championship medals be n o t  d i s t r i b u t e d
ye t ,  o n  t h e  grounds t h a t  t he  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  committee was i r r e g u l a r ,  and
tha t  we had no p r o o f  t h a t  a l l  t h e  members g o t  n o t i c e .

Mr. C o u r e l l :  B u t  t he  medals a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .
Mr. Gordon: W h a t ' s  done can  be undone?
Mr. C o u r e l l :  I t  i s  no  use h a v i n g  a coun t y  committee a t  a l l  i f

i t s  a c t i o n s  a re  t o  be upse t  f o r  n o  reason.
Mr. Gordon: M r .  B e i r n e ' s  predecessor i s  n o t  here t o  t e l l  u s  i f  a l l

the members were n o t i f i e d .



Mr. C o u r e l l  Won ' t  you take  a  pe rson 's  word f o r  i t ?
Mt. Gordon: I  w i l l  t a k e  n o  pe rson 's  word f o r  i t .  T h e r e  i s  no  book

or r e c o r d  t o  prove t h a t  n o t i c e s  were s e n t  o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  members.
Mr. Durkan:  T h e  committee hav ing  a l ready  decided t h i s  ques t i on ,  I

f a i l  t o  see why we shou ld  waste t i m e  i n  go ing  back upon i t  aga in .  T o  my
mind i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  i r r e g u l a r o

Mr. Hun t  d i f f e r e d .  I t  was n o t  a lone t h e  p r i v i l e g e ,  b u t  t h e  d u t y.
o f  t h e  de lega tes  t o  rev iew  the  a c t i o n  o f  the  committee. H e  contended
tha t  a  meet ing o f  f i v e  members o f  t h e  committee f o r  West Mayo had no r i g h t
ro  reverse  t h e  r u l i n g  o f  a  committee o f  seven members h e l d  p r e v i o u s l y  i n

Swinford, and  t o  f i v e  a u t h o r i t y  a t  t he  same t i m e  b  the cha i rman t o  buy
these medals w i t h o u t  summoning a  f u l l  meet ing o f  tne  commit tee,  and  n o t i f y i n g
wnat t h e y  were about  t o  d o .

4:hairman; T h i s  i s  an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  as  f a r  a s  I  can
see. k r .  S taunton  h i m s e l f  was p resen t  when t he  medals were o rdered  t o  be
brought ,  and  wny i s  he n o t  here t oday  t o  make h i s  own exp lanat ion?

Mt. Hun t :  I  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  tone  o f  he cha i rman 's  remarks.  I  am
not  here t o  suppo r t  M i .  S taunton o r  anybody e l s e ,  b u t  t o  suppor t  men who
do t h e i r  d u t y  peoper l y  and f a i r l y .

Chairman: B y  a l l  means: t h e s e  a re  t h e  v e r y  men we now want .
Mr. MeNicholas:  T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s -  w i l l  we g e t  t h e m ?  T h e r e  was a  f u l l

meeting o f  t h e  committee a t  Swin fo rd ,  and  an arrangement made a s  t o  thematches
tha t  were t o  be k i c k e d  o f f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sunday, b u t  a  few  day a f te rwards
we f i n d  a  meet ing summonded here i n  B a l l i n a t  and  the  whole bus iness swept
overboard t h a t  was done a t  Sw in fo rd .  T h a t  was t he  mee t ing  t h a t  k i l l e d
the Gae l i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Mayo.

Mr. S t a n l e y :  T h e  Swin fo rd  meet ing wea i l l e g a l .
Mt. Temple:  k r .  Staunton had i t  a l l  h i s  own way t o o  l o n g .
A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion ,
Mr. B e i r n e t  B a l l i n a ,  proposed,  and * .  Ruddy, Sw in fo rd ,  seconded;
That t h i s  Convent ion assembled c a l l  upon Mr.  A .  J .  Staunton t o  g i ve

up t o  t h e  ensu ing  t r e a s u r e r  t h e  balance he  has o n  hands be long ing  t o  t h e
Mayo G.A.A. i n c l u d i n g  the  £ 4  5 s .  s t e r l i n g ,  wh i ch  he p a i d  o u t  o f  t he  f u n d s
f o r  medals wh ich  he bought  f o r  h i s  own c l u b  w i t h o u t  t he  permiss ion  o f  the
County Committee.

Mr. Gordon: I  beg t o  propose a s  i n  amendment t o  t h a t :
That l a s t  y e a r ' s  championships as  l e f t  over  f r o m  County Committee meet ing
a t  Swin ford  on  19 th  May, 1889 be p layed  aga in .



14, lacNicholas seconded t h e  amendment.
Mr. Ruddy -  The Swin fo rd  Commercials a r e  more e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e

Championship than any  o the r  c l u b .
Mr. Hun t :  T h a t  be ing  so  I  d o n ' t  see why you shou ld  have a n y  o b j e c t i o n

to t he  amendment.
Mr. Be i rne  The Sw in fo rd  Commercials have been b a d l y  t r e a t e d .  T h e y

are a n  unbeaten team,
The chairman a t  f i r s t  d e c l i n e d  t o  r ece i ve  M r.  Gordon's amendment

on t h e  ground t h a t  i t  would t end  t o  hope less ly  d isorgan ise  ma t t e r s  w i t h ou t
any s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  b u t  a f t e r  some f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  he consented t o  l e t  i t
go t o  t h e  meet ing  l e s t  any de legate  m igh t  suppose t h a t  he d i d  n o t  w i s h
to a l l owe  them the f u l l e s t  j u s t i c e .

Mr. MoNichslas Before  a  d i v i s i o n  i s  t a k e n  I  w idh  t o  be a l l owed  t o
say a  few words. T h e r e  a r e  some gent lement  here who s a y  the  meet ing  he ld  a t
Swinford was an  i l l e g a l  one ,  b u t  I  do  n o t  see what  a u t h o r i t y  t hey  have t o
make t h a t  a s s e r t i o n .  I t  was c e r t a i n l y  a  more l e g a l  meet ing than theone
held a f te rwards  i n  B a l i n a .  A n d  I  was p resen t  a t  t h a t  meet ing i n  Swin ford
when i t  was arranged how t h e  matches were t o  be k i c k e d  o f f .  I t  was ar ranged
tha t  t he re  would be seven o r  e i g h t  matches k i c k e d  a l t o g e t h e r,  and  what
was t h e  consequence? T h e  n e x t  Sunday c e r t a i n  matahes were t o  be p layed ,
amongst o the rs  we were appo in ted  t  meet t h e  Sw in fo rds .  T h e  commercials
came t o  Swin ford  and we went  t o  meet t h e  B a l l y g l a s s  men b u t  t h e y  f a i l e d
to t u r n  up t  i n  pursuance o f  t he  o r d e r  o f  t h e  commit tee.  W h a t  was t h e  n e x t
move? A  meet ing o f  t he  c o u n t y  committee was summoned. W e  were n o t  aware
what was t h e  prupose o t  t h e  meet ing,  and  o n l y  a  few members a t tended,
and t h e  corsequence was h a t  t he  arrangements cane t o  a t  Swin ford  were
over- r u l e d  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y .  T h i s  i s  how t h e  c o u n t y  committee t r ansac ted
i t s  bus iness and l e s t  t h e  Gae l i c  movement a s  i t  i s  now i n  t h e  c o u n t y.

Mr. Ormsby suppor ted t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t he  committee and asked M r.
McNicholas i f  he g o t  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  bus iness t o  he done a t  Swinford? T h e
committee dndeavoured t o  do i t s  d u t y  hones t l y  and f e a t l e s s l y  b u t  was mat  and
thwarted on  every  s i d e .

Untimately1 a  d i v i s i o n  was t aken ,  when M i .  B e i r n e ' s  r e s o l u t i o n  was
ca r r i ed  a lmost  unanimously,  and  t h e  amendment t o  r e -open t h e  championship
again defeated by  a  v e r y  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y .



THE LATE ACCOUNTS.

Murr isk ,  K i m o r e - E r r i s l  K i lmac lasse r,

Entrance f e e s  ( 2 s  6d  each)

and B a l l y c r o y
(10s each) 6

o f  34 c lubs  4
9
5

0
0

10 5 0

OR

By s e c r e t a r y ' s  expenses 3 15 0
"Pres iden t ' s  do  ( a t t e n d i n g  Cen t ra l  C o u n t i l E l ,
telegrames and postage £1 7 s  6d ) 2 7 6
Western People account 1 12 6
B a l l i n a  Hera ld  d o . 12 6

8 7 6

The accompanying f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  was rece ived  f r om  Mr.  Smyth
w i t h  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n .

MAYO G.A.A. 1889 .

To a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e s  o f  12 c l u b s ,  v i z .  B a i l i n -

robe, Geesala,  Car racas t le0  At tymass,
Bunneconlan, Ki lmeena,  Kilmovee$ Wes tpo r t ,  A r t i s a n s ,

A l - /  7
No r e t u r n  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e s i e M a y o  B a l l y g l a s s ,  Armagh, Lacken,  a d

Cast lebar.

SECOND CLUBS I N  TOWN.

Mr. Cordon s a i d  among t he  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e s  read  o u t  b y  t h e  s e c r e t a r y
today was one f r o m  a new c l u b  which had been formed i n  Ba l l aghade r r i n .
They i n  Ba l l aghade r r i n  had always s tood  f i r m l y  b y  t he  G a e l i c  movement s i nce
i t  s t a r t e d  i n  Mayo, b u t  i f  a  second c l u b  were sanc t ioned i n  the  t o w n  he
feared i t  would n n l y  l ead  t o  o p p o s i t i o n  and i n j u r e  Gae l i c  i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s
was t h e  exper ience o f  a l l  towns where second c l u b s  were s t a r t e d ,  and  he
there fore  t hough t ,  w i t h o u t  meaning any th ing  personal  whatever  t o  t h e



ircAtirWUKCE
-Temple4aqp, c l u b ,  t h a t  i t s  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e  shou ld  be r e t u r n e d .

Mr. Ruddy s a i d  f r o m  what he c o u l d  understand t h e  c l u b  was antous
to a f f i l i a t e  p u r e l y  f o r  s p o r t  among i t s  own members and would n o t  i n t e r f e r e
w i t h  t h e  o l d  c l u b  i n  any way.

Mr. Ormsby -  I  am always s t r o n g l y  opposed b  two c l u b s  i n  a  town
Mr. Hunt  asked M r.  Auddy d i d  he appear o n  b e h a l f  o f  l ie n e e - ,  ,

c l ub .
Mr. Ruddy No I  am o n l y  speaking on l ie m e r i t s  o f  t h e  case .
Mr. b e i r n e  s a i d  two c l u b s  were  permi t ted  i n  Westpor t ,  Sw in fa rd ,

and t h r e e  w i t h i n  B a l l i n a  townsh ip ,  and  he d i d  n o t  see why the re  shou ld
be any  a b j e c t i o n  t o  a f f i l i a t i n g  a  second c l u b  i n  Ba l l aghade r r i n .

Mr. Gavan- The Westpor t  c l u b s  I  am g lad  t o  say  a re  work ing  i n
harmony w i t h  each o t h e r .

Mr. b e i r n e -  The B a l l i n a  c l u b s  a re  d o i n g  t h e  same.
Mr. Hun t *  We d o n ' t  oppose t h i s  c l u b  o n  any personal  grounds,  b u t  we

d o n ' t  want  t h a t  a  bad example shou ld  be shown t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I f  we
take b a l l y h a u n i s  l a s t  year  a  second c l u b  was a f f i l i a t e d  i n  the  t own  and what
was t h e  r e s u l t ?  T h e  o l d  c l u b  was n o t  ab le  t o  p l a y  i n  t he  championship
matches, and  t he  new c l u b  was o n l y  ab le  t o  p l a y  i n  onemmatch and i n  t h a t  i t
got b a d l y  beaten.

U l t ima te l y  t h e  m a t t e r  was l e f t  t o  t h e  new county  committee t o  dec ide
a t  i t s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  as t o  whether t h e y  would aanc t i on  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n
o f  t h e  Temperance c l u b .

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTE.

Mr. Durkan proposed t h a t  M r.  T .  B .  K e l l y  t h e i r  chairman, b e
elected p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  coun ty  committee f o r  t h e  coming y e a r.  H e  moved
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w i t h  cons iderab le  p leasu re ,  s i n c e  M r.  K e l l y  had t h rough -
out taken  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  the  G a e l i c  movement
and had d ischarged t h e  d u t i e s  d e v o l v i n g  on h im as a  member o f  t h e  committee
not  a lone w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and independence, b u t  w i t h  a  gent lemanly
bear ing t o  whom AAabelieved vve ry  de legate he re  wov ld  do  ample j u s t i c e
(hear hea r )  N o  doubt  d u r i n g  the  p a s t  year  a  g r e a t  mazy un fo r tuna te
d i f f e rence  had sprung up between c l u b s ,  b u t  now t h a t  t h e y  were e n t e r i n g
a new year  he t r u s t e d  those d i f f e r e n c e s  would be f o r g o t t e n ,  and t h a t  w i t h
the i n f u s i o n  o f  new b lood  on  t h e  committee t h e y  might l o o k  fo rward  t o  the
fu tu re  w i t h  eve ry  hope and conf idence ( h e a r ,  h e a r )  I f  t h e y  a l l  s tood
f i r m l y  t o  one ano the r  and d i d  t h e i r  d u t y  as  men, M a y o  would n o t  be i n
the g rand  Gae l i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n  (app lause)



me t o
back.

Mr. Ormbsy seconded M r.  -uurkan's p r o p o s t i o n .
Mr. McNicholas -  be fo re  you  proceed f u r t h e r ,  y o u  w i l l  p e r m i t
say t h a t  I  am au thor iaed  b y  my c l u b  t o  demand An a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e

Mr. Ruddy -  S t a t e  you r  reasons f o r  i t .
Mr. McNicholas-  I t  i s  n o t  necessary,  T h e s e  a r e  my i n s t r u c t i o n s .
" r .  -'-ordon- Wo u l d  i t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  make you  wi thdraw your

app l i ca t i on?
Mr. McNicholas -  No. I  have done w i t h  t h e  bus iness f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

"We expec t  no th i ng  t o  cone f r o m  i t  b u t  had t o  worse.  T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n
was bad enough be fore  and i t  c a n ' t  be much worse now.

Mi. Ormbsy I  am aston ished t o  hear  such  an express ion  coming f rom

you.
W .  McNicholas T h e  demand may be a  l i t t l e  premature,  b u t  I  have

pos i t i ve  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  ask  f o r  a  f e e .
Mr. C o u r e l l M r .  McNicholas t r u s t  us  f o r  t h i s  y e a r.
Mr. Durkan You a re  g o i n g  t o  a l l i t c i p a t e  be fo re  you  see how t n i s

quest ion w i l l  be dec ided .  C a n n o t  you w a i t  and judge r e s u l t s ?
Mr. McNicnolas Myse l f  and m y  brother  de legate  have come t o  t he  c o n c l -

usion i n  consequence o f  t h e  way t h e  bus iness was conducted o w i t h d r a w.
We have no reason t o  expec t  any improvement.

Mr. Be i rne  There has been no  business r e a l l y  t r a n s a c t  Ipp y e t  except
t ha t  r e s o l u t i o n .

Mr. McNicholas You ousted t h e  seven c l u b s  t h a t  a re  r e a l l y  e n t i t l e d
to compgif f o r  t h e  championship.  T h a t  i s  enough.

The gentleman who accompanked Mr.  lucNicholas as  de legate  s a i d  t h a t
they had i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e i r  c l u b  t o  demand t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e  back i f
those seven c l u b s  were n o t  a l l owed  t o  p l a y  i n  t he  championship.

Chairman I  d o n ' t  see why Mr.  McNicholas shou ld  s a y  the  a s s o c i a t i o n
i s  g o i n g  f rom bad t o  worse.

Mr. MaNisholas I  w i thdraw t h a t .  I t  was an  o v e r s i g h t  o f  mine.  I  d i d
no t  mean i t  i n  any way persona l ,  I  assure y o u .

Mr. Hun t  -  I  must say  t h a t  be fo re  t h e  convent ion  assembled a t  a l l
Mr. N icho las  t o l d  me h i s  i n t e n i t o n  t o  wi thdraw i f  t h e  championship were
no t  reopened t o  those c l u b s .

Mr. Be i rne  I  must c e r t a i n l y  say t h a t  Mr.  McNicholas has shown a  v e r y
bad example.

Mr. Ormsby h e  comes here  a s  a  de legate  and because he canno t  have t h i n g s
h i s  own way he t h e n  wi thdraws.

Mr. McNicholas pressed t o  be r e t u r n e d  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n s  f e e  o f  h i s

c lub .



Cherman: I s  t h e r e  any  o b j e c t i o n ,  gentlemen?
Mt. F l ynn  u e r t a i n l y  ,  h e  has taken  p a r t  i n  ou r  proceedinge.  I t

was t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  money o f  h i s  c l u b  t h a t  gave h i m  a  r i g h t  t o  be t h e e .
Mt. B e i r n e : I  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  oppose t h e  money be ing  r e t u r n e d .  H e

comes i n  and takes  p a r t  i n  t h i s  convent ion ,  and  now when he sees tha t
th ings g e n e r a l l y  a re  n o t  up  t o  h i s  s tandard  he wants h i s  money back.

Mr.P1bNicholas I f  you t h i n k  f i t  t o  keep t he  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e  you
can, b u t  I  am determined t o  be done w i t h  t h e  conven t ion .

Coure l l  I  propose t h a t  t h e  f e e  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  Mt McNicholas.
The mot ion  was c a r r i e d ,  t h e  de legate  who accompanied M t .  MoNicholas

a s e r v i n g t  a s  b o t h  t o o k  t h e i r  h a t s  and l e f t  t h e  room, I  w ish  you eve ry

success?
Mt. F l y n n -  Nice n a t i o n a l i t y ' .
The e l e c t i o n  o f  chairman was t h e n  proceeded w i t h .
Mt. McDonagh proposed t h a t  M r.  J .  No lan,  Crossmol ina,  be  chairman

f o r  asu ing  y e a r.
Mt. Orrobsy s a i d  he heard  today  t h a t  Mr.  Nolan would n o t  a c t  a t  a l l .

Perhaps M r.  Flanagan cou ld  i n f o r m  u s .
Mr. Flanagan s a i d  M t .  No lan  was away i n  London a t  p resen t  and he

d id  n o t  know whether he would  consent  t o  a c t  o r  n o t  a s  he had n o t  heard
from h i l m ,  f o r  wh ich  reason he could suggest  t o  Mr.  Maonagh t o  wi thdraw

h is  mo t ion .
Mr. MoDonagh d i d  so ,  and  M r.  K e l l y  was t h e n  dec la red  unanimously

e lec ted as chairman f o r  ensu ing  y e a r,  amid  genera l  applause.

Mr. K e l l y -  I  have t o  t hank  M i .  Durkan and M r.  Ormsby f o r  p ropos ing
the r e s o l u t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f i r s t  named gentleman f o r  t h e  k i n d
words he has made use o f - rbwards  me, and  which I  b e l i e v e  I  do  n o t  a t  a l l
deserve as  n e i t h e r  do  I  deserve t h e  honour you have con fa r red  upon me t o
day. I  r e g r e t  w i t h  you a l l  t h a t  we had t o  l o s e  o u r  l a t e  chai rman,  b u t
u n f o r t u n a t l y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  men o f  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  a r e  den ied t h a t  reward
which i s  f r e e l y  p a i d  t o  them i n  o t h e r  l a n d s ,  and  we c a n  o n l y  w i s h  h im aga in
happiness and success i n  h i s  new home (app lause)  I  t hank  t h e  de legates
s ince re l y  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e y  have p laced  me i n  and I  can  o n l y  promise
tha t  f o r  t h e  coming year  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I  can p o s s i b l y  do,  e v e r y  i n t e r e s t
t h a t  I  can command and eve ry  e f f o r t  t h a t  I  can make s h a l l  be made t o
forward t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  Gae l i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  coun ty  (app lause)



I  w i l l  n o t  now r e f e r  t o  t h e  mis takes  o f  t he  p a s t .  A l l  we have t o  do i s  t o
t r y  and remedy those mis takes  and r e g a i n  the  con f idence  o f  c l u b s  t h a t  a re
ho ld ing  away f r om  us a t  p resen t ,  b u t  wh ich I  b e l i e v e  b y  and bye we w i l l
get back aga in  i n t o  t h e  ranks  t o  h e l p  us a l o n g  i n  t h e  good work we have a l l
a t  h e a r t  -  t he  w e l f a r e  and success o f  t h e  Gae l i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  ( l o u d  applause)

On t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  Mr.  Cosgrave, seconded by  Mr.  Ruddy, M r .  Be i rne
was unanimously e l ec ted  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  M r .  Ormbsy remark ing
t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  a p p o i n t  a  b e t t e r  man (hea r  hea r )

Mr. Be i rne  b r i e f l y  r e t u n e d  t hanks .
Mr. C o u r e l l  proposed t h a t  I r .  q a n a g a n ,  Crossmol ina,  be  e l e c t e d

t reasurer  H e  was su re  M i .  Flanagan would do h i s  bus iness p r o p e r l y  i f  he
on ly  g o t  a  t r i a l .

Mt. Ormsby seconded t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n .
Ar.  gordon proposed M r.  Denis  h u n t  on  t he  ground t h a t  i t  would be o n l y

f a i r  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  one o f  t h e  o f f i c e s .
Mr. Durkan acknowledged t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  dea l  o f  f o r c e  and

j u s t i c e  i n  M r.  Gordon's  argument b u t  u l t i m a t e l y,  o n  a  d i v i s i o n ,  M r .  Flanagan
e l e c t i o n  was c a r r i e d  by  15 vo tes  t o  7 .

Mr. Flanagan thanked t h e  de lagates  and assured them t h a t  he would
leave n o t h i n g  undone o n  h i s  p a r t  t o  work  f o r  t he  i n t e r e s t s  o f  he  a s s o c i a t i o n
(applause).

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE.

The chairman s a i d  b e f o r  t h e y  proceeded t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a
committee he  wished t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  t h e  de legates  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f
se lec t i ng  these gentlemen f rom as many p o i n t s  o f  t h e  coun ty  as  t h e y
poss ib ly  c o u l d .

In  t h e  course o f  a  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  was exp la ined  by  t he  s e c r e t a r y
tha t  t h e  cha i rman 's  i d e a  cou ld  n o t  be c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  ex tend the  conven-
t i o n  would d e s i r e  as  many o f  t h e  towns f r om  wnich t h e y  would l i k e  t o  have
a committee man had n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  t h e i r  c l u b s ,  and t h e  conventon cou ld
only  e l e c t  a  committee f r o m  the  a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b s .



A number o f  names were t h e n  d u l y  proposed f rom which t h e  e i g h t
members f o r m i n g  the  committee were s e l e c t e d ,  t h e  v o t i n g  be ing  as f o l l o w s :
Messrs. C o u r e l l ,  B a l l i n a ,  2 0  vo tes ,  Feeney,  Sw in fo rd  18 ,  Durkan,  At tymass
15, McNamara, B a l l y h a u n i s ,  1 5 ,  P.  A .  Walsron,  Ba l l yhaun i s  14  D .  Hunt ,
Ba l laghader r in ,  13  O r m s b y,  B a l l y c a s t l e ,  1 3 ,  and  Garvan, Wes tpor t  12 .

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION.

On t h e  mot ion  o f  Mr.  McDonagh, seconded b y  Mr.  C o u r e l l ,  t h e
chairman was unanimously appointed t o  a c t  as de lega te  f r o m  the  c o u n t y
a t  t h e  approaching C o n v e n t i o n  t he  s e c r e t a r y  ( M r.  B e i r n e )  t o  a l s o
accompany h im i f  be fo re  t h e  conven t ion  t h i r t y  c lubs  were a f f i l i a t e d
i n  t he  c o u n t y.

THF, PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP.

The s e c r e t a r y  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  communicate w i t h  t h e  sec  o f  t he
Dunmore (Co .  Galway) c l u b  w i t h  a  v iew  t o  h a v i n g  t h e  i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l
match w i t h  t h e  S tephen i tes ,  B a l l i n a ,  p l a y e d  a t  C laremorr is  o n  Sunday week.

COMMITTEE MEild'INGS.

I t  was ar ranged t o  h o l d  t h e  coun ty  committee meet ings i n  f u t u r e
a t  Swin ford ,  C l a r e m o r r i s ,  B a l l i n a  and Westpor t ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  r o t a t i o n
here g i v e n  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  t o  be h e l d  a t  Sw in fo rd .

On t h e  mot ion  o f  Mr.  McDonagh seconded b y  Mr.  Gordon, a  warm vo te
o f  thanks was passed t o  t h e  chairman f o r  t h e  admirable  manner i n  which
he had c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  proceedings o f  t he  conven t i on .

Mr. K e l l y ,  i n  r e p l y i n g ,  s a i d  he t o o k  t h e  unan im i t y  shown b y  the
delegates th roughout  t h e  day  as  a  good augury  f o r  t h e f u t u r e ,  and  he t r u s t e d
tha t  when t h e y  met n e x t  year  t h e y  would a l l  have reason t o  cong ra tu la te
themselves o n  t h e  work o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f v  t h e  y e a r  t h e y  were now
en te r i ng  upon (applause)  .



F'IL •

(1 -

(1-O
r e c o r c k d

1/4C%-••••••• (  67.4.4 rtrocols

eck



Ref t W .  P.  January  2 5 t h  1890.

GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.

KILMEENA (MACS) V.  MULRANNY (BRIAN BORNS).

The above match came o f f  on Sunday, t h e  1 2 t h  i n s t ,  a t  Ki lmeena,
ona f i e l d  g i v e n  b y  M i .  H .  Dever,  P.  L .  G .  Newport .  T h e  home team were
there f r o m  an e a r l y  hou r,  and  had a l l  p r e l i m i n a r y  mat te rs  arranged
before t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  the  B r i a n  Borus '  whose appearance was t h e  s i g n a l
f o r  much r e j o i c i n g s  and demonstrat ions o f  welcome on t h e  p a r t  o f  be
people o f  Ki lmeena. M r .  J .  D u f f y,  c a p t a i n  o f  t he  Macs c l u b ,  and  M r.
P.  Grady,  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  B r i a n  Borus h e l d  a  s h o r t  d i scuss ion  as  t o  t h e
number wh ich  should c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  teams, t h e  r e s u l t  o f  which was t h a t
19 men k i cked  on each s i d e .  I t e f e r e e ,  M r .  A l e x  Kavanagh, Newport ,  ump i res .
Mr. P.  Golden, Wes tpor t ,  f o r  t he  Macs, and M r.  J .  Greene, Newport ,  f o r  t h e

Br ian  Borust  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  hour  t h e  Ki lmeena team l o s t  t h e  t o s s ,  t h e
consequence o f  which was t h a t  t h e y  had t o  work a g a i n s t  a  s t i f f  breexe and
the g l a r e  o f  a  noonday sun two c i rcumstances thecombined e f f e c t s  o f  wh ich ,
i t  must be remembered, wou ld  s e r i o u s l y  a f t e r  t h e  i s sue  o f  t he  c o n t e s t ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  commencement o f  p l a y.  T h e  Macs made s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s
to g e t  goa l  o r  p o i n t ,  b u t  t h e  w ind  was ben b low ing  so  s t r o n g  t h a t  i t  was
va in  f o r  e i t h e r  team t o  t r y  t o  score  a  p o i n t  a g a i n s t  i t .  A t  t h e  t e r m i n a t -
ion o f  f i r s t  h a l f  t i m e ,  t h e  B r i e n  Borus had g o t  3  p o i n t s  and the  Macs
n i l .  O n  changing s i d e s  b o t h  teams were drawn o u t  i n  l i n e  o n  cen t re  o f
f i e l d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e i r  r espec t i ve  c a p t a i n s ,  and re f reshments
served t o  each,  wh ich  t h e  home team took  ca re  t o  have p rov ided  f o r  t h e
occasion. T h e n  t h e  Macs worked w i t h  the  i ndomi tab le  s p i r i t  t h a t  always
character izes  t h e  people  o f  Ki lmeena, and scored  a  p o i n t .  A  good p o r t i o n
of t h e  l a s t  h a l f  hour  was f r i t t e r e d  away i n  argument.  R e s u l t  o f  match 3
po in t  f o r  t h e  B r i a n  Borus„ I  p o i n t  f o r  Macs no  goa l  on  e i t h e r  s i d e .  T h e
captains worked m a n f u l l y,  and  proved themsemves wor thy  t o  be chosen, as
leaders b y  t h e  l i t h e  and s t a l w a r t  a t h l e t e s  t h a t  were t h e r e  on  bo th  s i d e s .
Before t h e  depar tu re  o f  be B r i a n  Borus,  t h e y  were i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  Temperance
h a l l ,  where re f reshments  where aga in  served round t o  t he  k i c k e r s  o f  each
club and t h e y  pa r ted  i n  t he  b e s t  o f  f r i e n d s h i p -  e n t i r e l y  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e i r

d isputes o f  t h e  p rev ious  h o u r -  w i t h  many h e a r t y  r i n g i n g  cheers,  and



mutual s a l u t a t i o n  o f  happiness and success,  wh i ch  i s  indeed t h e  p roper
and o n l y  way f o r  members o f  t h e  ' G a e l '  t o  meet and p a r t .

"Cass ius."



Feb 1 ,  1 8 9 0 ,  We s t e r n  P e o p l e

COUNTY MAYO G . A . A .

To t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  We s t e r n  P e o p l e .

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  J a n u a r y  1 7 t h ,  1 8 9 0 .

SIR-  B y  y o u r  c o u r t e s y ,  o n e  b r i e f  r e m a r k ,  and  t h e n  a d i e u  t o  M r

Hunt .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  a n c e s t r a l  r e s i d e n c e  i s  s u r e l y

a c l e a r e r  t i t l e  t o  s a y  my s a y  i n  t h e  i n t e r O s t  o f  B a l l a g h a d e r r i n

than  a  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l .  S o  much f o r  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  c l a i m s .

As f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l e t t e r ,  i t  may b e  b r i e f l y  summar ised

as t h r e e  p a r t s  a b u s -  t o  one  p a r t  nonsense .  M r  h u n t  m i s t a k e s  i n v e c t i v e

f o r  w i t  and  " B i l l i n g s g a t e "  f o r  humour.  h a d  h e  c o n f i n e d  h i m s e l f

t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  hand h e  m i g h t  h a v e  made h i m s e l f  a  b e t t e r  c a s e .

As i t  i s ,  h e  i s  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  B a l f o u r i a n  dodge  o r  e v a s i o n .

Of c o u r s e  h e  knows t h a t  t o  d e n y  i s  n o t  t o  d i s p r o v e .  And  f u r t h e r

he must  know t h a t  u n t i l  he  c a n  d i s T r o v e  my p o s i t i o n  a  d e n i a l

w i l l  n o t  weaken ,  b u t  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  w i l l  c o n f i r m  i t .  To  d i s c u s s

a q u e s t i o n  o n  i t s  own m e r i t s  i s  one  t h i n g :  t o  d r o p  i n t o  l o w

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  q u i t e  a n o t h e r .  O f  t h e  l a t t e r  M r  Hun t  h a s  p r o v e d

h i m s e l f  q u i t e  a  r a r e  m a s t e r ,  b u t  I  r e s p e c t f t l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  f o l l o w

h i s  e x a m p l e .

One word  m o r e .  T h e r e  i s  a  d e a l  o f  w a t e r  i n  t h r e e  t housand

m i l e s  o f  A t l a n t i c ,  b u t  n o t  enough  t o  wash o u t  my a f f e c t i o n  f o r

the  o l d  l a n d  o r  my i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  B a l l a g h a d e r r i n ,

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  M r  H u n t ' s  " v a p i d  v a p o u r i n g s " .

W i th  renewed t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  space  and  w i t h  many h e a r t y

New Ye a r  w i s h e s  t o  t h e  Faughs2 t h e  Temperance C l u b ,  a n d  M r  H u n t ,

I  am ,  F a i t h f u l l y  y o u r s ,

PATK. J .  COLEMAN.

0  0  0  0
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GAELIC AT H L E T I C  ASSOCIATION

BALLAGBAT)ERRIN FAUGH4.A-BALLAGHS

The members  o f  t h e  a b o v e  c l u b -  b o t h  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  o r c 9 i n a r y -

a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  a s s e m b l e  a t  M r  0 .  C a r n e y s  o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  n e x t

2nd F e b r u a r y .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  b u s i n e s s  w i l l  b e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  c a p t a i n

v i c e  M r  J . H .  M o r i a r i t y ,  w i - o  h a s  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  s e r v e  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n

w i t h  t h e  c l u b  o w i n g  t o  c h a n g e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  T h e  c h a i r  w i l l  b e

t a k e n  a t  7 . 3 0  o ' c l o c k ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  a l l  w i l l  b e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t

t h a t  h o u r . -  H U N T ,  T .  H I G G I N S ,  H O N .  S E C S .

•  • 0 0 • • 0 6  • 0 0  • 0
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CO. MkYO

up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  twen ty  s i x  c l ubs  have been a f f i l i a t e d .  T h e  n e x t  meet ing o f  t he

County Committee w i l l  be h e l d  a t  B a l l i n a  on  Sunday, 9 t h  i n s t .

MkRCH 2 9 t h  1890

AZSOCI&TION FOOTBALL Poccee?

The r e t u r n  match between Messrs H a t t e ' s  and Scroope 's  teams w i l l  be p layed  o n

Thursday a f te rnoon  u  s  p G u i n n e s s ' s  f i e l d .  , B y  the  way,  we n o t i c e  t h a t  a

correspondent sends t o  t h e  Hera ld  a  c . n t  o f  t he  r e c e n t  match,  wh ich  i s  u n f a i r

to  Mr Scroope 's  team,  and i s  ev i de  l y  i n t e n d °  t o  dep rec ia te  t h e i r  ha rd

won v i c t o r y .  W h e n  he speaks f  I i r .  Scroope 's  team as bedng opposed b y

" lank  schoo l  boys"  we c  o n l y  dram t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  he

looked th rough  t h  r o n g  s i d e  o f  h i s  f i e l d  g l a s s .

26th JULY 1890

THE GAELIC CONTROVERSY.

We have rece i ved  a

complaining o f  t h e

the championship.

lengthy l e t t e r  f r o m  the  sec  o f  t he  Mul ranny c l u b

i n j u s t i c e  done h i s  team i n  t h e  case o f  t he  f i n a l  r o u n d  f o r

The sec  o f  t h e  Ba l l y sokee ry  team w r i t e s  us  a l s o

respect ing a  communication i n  another  j o u r n a l  w i t h  re fe rence  t o  t h e  match

between the  H a l l i n a  Commercials and t h e  Dr  Welshes. I f  t he  championship s t i l l

huhg i n  t he  ba lance we m igh t  see o u r  way t o  make room f o r  t hese

communications, b u t  inasmuch as i t  i s  dec ided and o v e r  we do  n o t  see wha t

good can a r i s e  f r o m  pro long ing  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y.  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  these

b icker ings  have he lped t o  k i l l  t h e  G a e l i c  movements i n  Mayo a s  e lsewhere,  and

whi le  many w i l l  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  grand o l d  past imes a r e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f

extremis t h e y  w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  ask themselves a f t e r  a l l  whether t h e

movement was w o r t h  a l l  t h e  acr imony and bad f e e l i n g  i t  has l e d  t o .
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CO. MA,YO

A meet ing o f  t h e  County Committee was h e l d  l a s t  Sunday i n  Muffeny 's  H a l l ,

B a l l i n a ,  I n  the  absence o f  Mr T.  B .  K e l l y ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  c h a i r  was t a k e n

by Mr P. J .  Durkan,  and those  p r e s e n t  were -  Messrs Feeney, Smdnford;

G. Ormsby, B a l l y c a s t l e ;  P.  Flanagan ( t r e a s u r e r ) ,  Crossmol ina;  T .  C o u r e l l ,

and J .  T .  B e i r n e ,  hon  sec .

The minutes o f  l a s t  meet ing were read  and s igned .

The s e a ,  announced t h a t  t he  l a t e  s e c ,  M r.  Conmy, had handed h im  o v e r  £2  IOs

the balance o f  monies i n  h i s  possess ion.

APPLICkTION FOR AFFILIATION.

Mr. Flanagan produced two l e t t e r s  rece i ved  f r o m  Mr.  F r a n c i s  D a v i t t ,

Swinford.  T h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  con ta ined  a  remi t tance  o f  IOs t o  have t h e  Sextons

a f f i l i a t e d ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  were admi t t ed  t o  p l a y  i n  t he  championship;  and i n  the

second communication Mr D a v i t t  w ro te :  -  " I  f e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  be some j e a l o u s y  and

oppos i t ion  f r om the  B a l l i n a  s i d e  as  we d i d n ' t  p a r t  on  f r i e n d l y  terms a t  t he  l a s t

contes t "  T h e  s e c .  s a i d  i t  would be necessary  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e  fo rmer  c a p t a i n

o f  t h e  Sextons was s t i l l  a  member o f  t he  c l u b ,  because i f  he we-e  t h i s

a p p l i c a t i o n  shou ld  n o t  be e n t e r t a i n e d  u n t i l  he had refunded t h e  money

belonging t o  t h e  commit tee.

Mr. Ormsby supported t h i s  v i e w.  M r .  F lanagan:  I  b e l i e v e  m y s e l f  he i s  n o t  a

member o f  t he  Sextons now, b u t  i n  a r y  case I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  would be f a i r  t o

v i s i t  on  t he  c l u b  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  any s i n g l e  man.

Mr. C o u r e l l  concurred and spoke i n  favour  o f  a f f i l i a t i n g  t h e  Sextons.

They should be a l l  des i rous  t o  extend t h e  Gae l i c  movement a t  much as p o s s i b l e .

The s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  was passed a t  t h e  Convent ion ask ing  h im t o

w r i t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  t h e  ba lance o n  hands. H e  s e n t  a

communication a c c o r d i n g l y,  b u t  had never r ece i ved  an  answer.

Mr. F lanagan:  H e  o f f e r e d  t o  g i v e  me £ 2  5s  i f  I  passed a  r e c e i p t  t o  h i m ,  b u t  I

t o l d  h im I  cou ld  n o t  do s o .

Chairman: H e  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  a  v e r y  h i g h  handed a c t  i n  buy ing these medals w i t h o u t

the a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a t e  commit tee;  s t i l l  f o r  my p a r t  I  would^be d isposed t o  l e t



, bygones be bygones and a f f i l i a t e  t h e  Sextons.  M r .  C o u r e l l :

Are ough t  n o t  t o  condemn a  whole body o f  men as  we w i l l  be do ing  i f  we r e f u s e

t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  be a f f i l i a t e d .  C h a i r m a n :  Ve r y  p robab ly  t h e r e  i s  new

blood i n f u s e d  i n t o  t h i s  c l u b  a l t o g e t h e r.  P e r h a p s  Mr Feeney cou ld  t h row

some l i g h t  upon i t .

Mr. Feeney: L i v i n g  i n  t he  same town I  would p r e f e r  n o t  having any th i ng

to s a y  on t h e  m a t t e r .  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Mr  Flanagan proposed and Mr

Coure l l  seconded t h a t  t he  Sex to rs  be a f f i l i a t e d .

Chairman: Has a n y  gentleman an  amendment t o  propose?

Mr Feeney then  proposed and Mr Be i rne  seconded t h a t  t h e i r  a f f i l i a t i o n  b e

refused.  A  v o t e  was t aken  b y  b a l l o t ,  when th ree  appeared f o r  a f f i l i a t i n g  t h e

Sextons and t h r e e  a g a i n s t .

Mr Flanagan asked had n o t  t h e  chai rman a  c a s t i n g  vo te?

The s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  he had a l r e a d y  vo ted .

Chariman: I t  I  have no  c a s t i n g  vo te  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  f a l l s  t h rough .

Sec. I  w i l l  w r i t e  t o  them and t e l l  them s o .

Mr. F lanagan:  I  moved i n  t he  ma t t e r  f o r  t h e  good o f  t h e  Gae l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .

I  had no  persona l  wishes a t  a l l .

Mr. Coure l l :  Nei ther  had I ,  wad I  t h i n k  i t  was a  mistake n o t  to  a f f i l i a t e  them.

fEE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE.

The s e c r e t a r y  though t  t he  t i m e  had come t o  send t h e i r  a f f i l i t a t i o n  f e e  t o  t h e

Cent ra l  Execu t i ve .  L a s t  year  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a f f i l i a t e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  was t h a t

they were debarred f r o m  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  and A l l  I r e l a n d

Championships. O n  t he  mot ion  o f  Mr.  C o u r e l l ,  seconded b y  Mr.  F lanagan,  i t

was reso l ved  t o  a f f i l i a t e  a n d  send fo rward  a  cheque f o r  £3  Os 4 d ,  be ing

one - th i r d  o f  t h e  amount o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  money rece ived f r o m  the  c o u n t y

c lubs .

Tri[Fi REFEREES

The chairman s a i d  f r o m  h i s  exper ience o f  Gae l i c  matches i n  t h e  coun ty  he

observed t h a t  t he  whole ones o f  dec id ing  d ispu ted  mat te rs  was th rown upon

the r e f e r e e .  T h a t  was n o t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  r u l e s  a t  a l l .  T h e  two

umpires ough t  t o  bea r  t h e i r  p roper  share  o f  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  When  a

dispute aroaa i t  ough t  t o  be l a f t  t o  t h e  umpires t o  a r range ,  and i f  t hey



f a i l e d  t o  ag ree ,  t h e n  the  r e f e r e e  cou ld  be  c a l l e d  i n .  T h a t  was t h e  course

- t h a t  was f o l l o w e d  i n  Charlestown -where, perhaps,  he saw p layed t h e  b e s t

match t h a t  ever  came o f f  i n  Connaught.

Mr. Ormsby: F o r  my p a r t  I  have ac ted  as r e f e r e e  o n  t h ree  o r  f o u r  occasions and

an angry  word never  passed between the  c l u b s .  I t  e n t i r e l y  r e s t s  w i t h  the

honesty and f a i r n e s s  o f  a  r e f e r e e  t o  have matches p layed  w i t h o u t  any

unpleasantness.

Chairman: Y o u  d o n ' t  understand what I  mean t o  convey -  I  want  t o  t ake  t h e  ones

o f f  t h e  r e f e r e e .

Mr Ormsby: T h a t  would be a  wrong t h i n g .  U m p i r e s  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  l e a n  t o  t h e i r

own s i de  i n  case o f  doub t .  I f  you g e t  a  f a i r  and hones t  re fe ree  you w i l l

have l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .

The s u b j e c t  dropped.

On t h e  mot ion  o f  Mr.  C o u r e l l ,  seconded b y  Mr Feeney, t h e  committee r e a f f i r m e d  a

r e s o l u t i o n  a l r eady  on t he  books suspending any  p laye r  f o r  s i x  months who

i l f u l l y  obs t ruc ted  t h e  r e f e r e e  o r  re fused  t o  ab ide  b y  h i s  d e c i s i o n .

i'BE CO. CHAI21 I1TIPprpa lkkr i ,

The f o l l o w i n g  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  draw f o r  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  championship,  t h e

f i r s t  t i e s  o f  which are  t o  beplayed o n  Sunday week, 23 rd  i n s t :

TO BE PLAYED AT BALLINA

B a l l i n a  6tephens v .  B a l l i n a  Commercials.

Mr. P.  F lanagan,  r e f e r e e .

Crossmolina D r .  C roke ' s  v .  A t t y m a s s  O'Dowda's.  Mr T.  C o u r e l l ,  r e f e r e e .

AT SWINFORD.

Swinford Commercials v .  Char lestown S a r s f i e l d s .  V i c t o r s  t o  p l a y  Kel t imagh O'Donnel l

Abus same d a t e .

AT BULYHAUNIS:- Annagh O'Br iens  v .  Ba l l yhaun i s  C e l t s .

V i c to r s  t o  meet C laremorr is  G.  H .  Moores i n  C laremorr is  o n  the  f o l l o w i n g

Sunday.

AT BAUAGE&DERRIN:- Fangh-a-Bal laghs v .  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Temperance.

AT WESTPORT:- Ki lmeena Macs v l  Westpor t  John MacHales.

V i c t o r s  t o  p l a y  A r t i s a n s  same d a t e .

AT RAILYCROY.- Mulranny B r i a n  Borus v .  B a l l y o r o y  Kernes.



AT RALLYCkSTLE:- K i l l a l a  Round Towers v .  B a l l y c a s t l e  Emmets. M r  M. McGurr in ,

Lacken, r e f e r e e .  L a c k e n  S a r s f i e l d s  v .  Ba l l y sokee ry  D r.  Walshes. Mr

G. Ormsby, B a l l y c a s t l e ,  r e f e r e e  Ca r racas t l e  Tom Moraneys, a  bye .

CO. SLIGO CHAMPIONSHIP -  F i r t t  T i e s .
Ths

The f o l l o w i n g  between South S l i g o  f o o t b a l l  teams, f o r  t h e  Co.  Championship, f i r s t

t i e s ,  were dec ided a t  Bunninadden on Sunday. F e b r u a r y  2nd;

Bunninadden Emmets v .  Achonry Red Hughs.

The Emmets and Red Hughs l i n e d  up under  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c a p t a i n s ,  Messrs

Marren and M'Donagh; t h e i r  r espec t i ve  f i e l d  umpi res  be ing  Messrs John O'Dowd

(co-sec re ta ry )  and  Pe te r  Brennan. M r  Luke Armst rong,  member o f  County

Committee, o f  Tubberour ry,  a c t e d  as r e f e r e e .

A t  c l ose  o f  t ime  t h e  score  s tood  -  Bunuinadden Emmets I  g o a l  and I I  p o i n t s

aga ins t  I  goa l  and 3  p o i n t s  and a  d ispu ted  goa l  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Aohonry Red

Hughs. T h e  r e f e r e e  dec ided a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Hughs i n  the  m a t t e r  o f  t he

disputed g o a l ,  b u t  t h e y  lodged a n  o b j e c t i o n ,  and  t h e i r  c l a i m  i n  a l l

p r o b a b i l i t y  71111 be s e n t  t o  a  meeting o f  t h e  County Committee f o r  d e c i s i o n .

K i l a v i l  G .A .A .v.  C u r r y  L i b e r a t o r s .

The L i b e r a t o r s  f a i l e d  t o  make t h e i r  appearance and t h e  r e f e r e e ,  Mr  James

J.  F lanagan,  t h r e w  up t h e  b a l l  and t h e  K i l a v i l  team having f o r m a l l y  k icked  o u t  a

goal ,  t h e  game was dec ided i n  t h e i r  f a v o u r .  I t  may be mentioned t h a t  t he

L ibera to rs  wear t h e  much-coveted medals o f  t h e  1889 Co•Sl igo  Championship.

The winners  i n  South S l i g o  i n  the  f i r s t  t i e s  f o r  1890 championship a r e ,  so  f a r ,

Tubbercurry S t .  P a t r i c k s ,  K i lmaot igue  ( A c l a r e )  Leamys, Bunninadden Emmets,

K i l a v i l

CO. ROSCO C T '

The t  t i e s  o f  t h e  above championship was p layed  a t  Cas t le rea  on  Sunday

-week between t he t l e r e a  Leo C lub  and Ballymoe P a r n e l l i t e s .  T h e  fo rmer  w inn ing

the t o s s  gave t h e i r  ppponen t h e  advantage o f  t h e  sun  i n  t h e i r  f a c e s .  P l y

commenced a t  2  o ' c l o c k ,  i n  t he  presenc f  a  l a r g e  crowd o f  s p e c t a t o r s ,  t h e

b a l l  was th rown up b y  the r e f e r e e ,  and t h e  men •  b o t h  s i des  s t a r t e d  o f f

b r i s k l y  and a l t e r n a t e d  f o r  some t i m e  up and down the  ground w i t h  va ry i ng

fo r t une .  O n  s e t t l i n g  down t h e  Leos adopted t h e i r  o l d  " A s s o c i a t i o n "
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CO. MAYO G . A . A .

A m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  Commi t tee  was h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a y  i n  t h e

Moy H o t e l ,  B a l l i n a ,  M r  T . B .  K e l l y ,  p r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c h a i r .  T h o s e

present  w e r e - - M e s s r s  P . J .  n u r c a n ,  P  F l a n a g a n ,  T  C o u r e l l  and J . T .

B e i r n e l  h o n  s e c .

TEE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT

The c h a i r m a n  t h o u g h t  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t  o r d i n a r y

business t h e y  o u g h t  t o  p a s s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  temperance

movement, i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  t e n d e r e d  b y  A r c h b i s h o p

Croke t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  G . A . A .

Mr n u r c a n  s a i d  t h e  c h a i r m a n  had a n t i c i p a t e d  h i  k i n  t h i s

m a t t e r  a s  h e  h a  4 d r a f t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n :

Inasmuch a s  t h e  GaPls  o f  I r e l a n d  have  b e e n  appea led  t o

t h r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s  b y  t h e i r  Graces  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p s

o f  D u b l i n  and  C a s h e l  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g

d r i n k s  a t  f o o t b a l l  ma tches ;  w e ,  t h e  members o f  t h e  Mayo

G . A . A . ,  r e q u e s t  t h e  c l u b s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e

r u l e s  o f  temperance  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  anf;

i n s t r u c t i o n s  l a i d  down b y  t h e i r  G r a c e s .

The Cha i rman t h o u g h t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  wou ld  mee t  w i t h  t h e

unanimous a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

The r e s o l u t i o n  was seconded b y  M r  C o u r e l l  and a d o p t e d .

TEE BALLAGHAnERRIN "FAUGHS"

The s e e ,  M r  J . T .  Be ' i rne0  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o r r e s p o n d a n c e :

Faugh -a -Ba l l agh  G . A . A . ,

B a l l a g h a d e r r i n s  2 0  M a r c h ,  ' 9 0 .

DEAR S I R - - I  mus t  a g a i n  t r o u b l e  yOU r e g a r d i n g  o u r  i n a b i l i t y

t o  meet  t h e  O ' B r i e n s  i n  S w i n f o r d  o n  t h e  d a y  a r r a n g e d  ( S u n d a y )

by t h e  Commi t t ee .  I n  my l e t t e r  t o  y o u  o f  t h e  1 3 t h  I  e x p l a i n e - I

our  p o s i t i o n  and  p l a c e d  o u r s e l v e s  a t  t h e  h a n d ,  o f  t h e  Co Board
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should F r  C u n n i f f ' s  c o n d i t i o n  w a r r a n t  o u r  d e c l i n i n g  t o  g o  t o

SlAinford.  I  w r o t e  t h e  O ' B r i e n s  i n  s i m i l a r  t e r m s  p r o m i s i n g  t o

w i r e  t h e m  o n  S a t u r d a y  o u r  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  I  d i d  s o ,  a n d  a t  7 9 3 0

Saturday  e v e n i n g  r e c e i v e d  a  w i r e  i n  r e p l y  s t a t i n g  t h e y  wou ld  g o

t o  S w i n f o r d .  T h i s  was a n  unexpec ted  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e m  t o  t a k e  u p

as we c o n f i d e n t l y  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and  a s

we d i d  o u r  u t m o s t  t o  p r e v e n t  i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e y  wou ld  s t r e t c h

a p o i n t .  I  a g a i n  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  Sunday

morning s a y i n g  w -  c o u l d  n o t  mee t  t h e m .  I  e n c l o s e  c o p y  o f  a

communicat ion r e c e i v e d  f r o m  Mr  F e e n , y  and i t  i s  couched i n  s u c h

i n d e f i n a t e  t e r m s  t h a t  we f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  somewhat nonp lussed  a s

t o  w h a t  t o  d o .  We c a n n o t  s e e  w h a t  t h e  " b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d "  means

whether  i t  was  b y  t h e i r  t eam o r  h o w.  We know n o t  who awarded t h e m

the  m a t c h  o r  b y  w h a t  a u t h o r i t y  s u c h  was d o n e .  And f u r t h e r ,  we h a v e

not  h e a r d  f r o m  t h e  O ' B r i e n s  and  c a n n o t  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e y  r e g a r d

Mr F e e n y ' s  l e t t e r  a s  f u l l y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  We b e l i e v e d

t h a t  o n  r e c e i p t  o f  my w i r e  o n  S a t u r d a y  l a s t  y o u  wou ld  h a v e

te leg raphed  t h e  B a l l y h a u n i s  men n o t  t o  g o  t o  S w i n f o r d .  S u c h  a

course we u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  were  empowered,  i n  v i r t u e  o f  y o u r  p o s i t i o n ,

t o  t a k e  i n  s u c h  emergenc ies .  We p l a c e  o u r  c a s e  u n r e s e r v e d l y  b e f o r e

the Co  Commi t t ee ,  and  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a b i d e  b y  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

we a w a i t  w i t h  some a n x i e t y  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n t i m a t i o n  o f  wha t  we a r e

t o  d o ,  a r d  w i l l  f e e l  t h a n k f  1  f o r  a n  e a r l y  commun ica t i on  f r o m

you o n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  On  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  " F a u g h s " ,

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

T.  HIGGINS, HON. SEC.

(Copy o f  M r  F e e n y ' s  l e t t e r )

S w i n f o r d ,  M a r c h  1 8 t h ,  1 8 9 0 .

Faughs v  O ' B r i e n s
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Mr H i g g i n s -

nEAR S I R - - I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  O ' B r i e n s  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d

here o n  Sunday t h e y  c l a i m e d  a  w a l k o v e r .  I t  was  awarded t o  t h e m

c o n d i t i o n a l l y  t h a t  u n l e s s  y o u r  t eam g o  t o  B a l l y h a u n i s  o n  Sunday

n e x t ,  2 3 r d  i n s t . ,  and  c o n t e s t  t h e  m a t c h  now p e n d i n g  t h e y  w i l l

c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  award  a l r e a d y  made. I  t r u s t

t h i s  a r rangemen t  w i l l  meet  w i t h  y o u r  a p p r o v a l .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

P. J .  F e e n e y.

B a l l y h a u n i s ,  M a r c h  2 4 t h ,  1 8 9 0 .

nEAR S I R -  Owing t o  t h e  non-appearance  o f  t h e  Faughs a t

S w i n f o r d ,  o n  S u n d a y,  1 6 t h  i n s t ,  t h e  p r e a r r a n g e d  m a t c h ,  Faughs  v

O ' B r i e n s ,  was  d i r e c t e d  b y  r e f e r e e  ( M r  Feeney )  t o  b e  p l a y e d  a t

B a l l y h a u n i s  o n  2 3 r d  i n s t .  T h e  Faughs d i d  n o t  a t t e n d .  T h e  O ' B r i e n s

d i d ,  a n d  h a v i n g  d r i v e n  t h e  b a l l  ba twpen  t h e  g o a l  p o s t s ,  t h e y  c l a i m

a v i c t o r y .

/ b u r s  e t c ,

Per p r o  Thomas B y r n e ,  S e c

T. C .  MCNAMARA.

The c h a i r m a n  c o n s i d e r 0 6  t h e  r e a s o n s  a l l e g e d  b y  t h e  Faughs  f o r

t h e i r  n o n - a t t e n d a n c e  t o  b e  v e r y  f a i r .  He  ( c h a i r m a n )  had  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n

w i t h  M r  McNamara a  f e w  d a y s  a f t e r  h e  w e n t  t o  S w i n f o r d .  H e  asked

Mr McNamara d i d  h e  t a k e  h i s  f u l l  t e a m  t h e r e .  H e  s a i d  n o t ,  t h a t

he o n l y  b r o u g h t  a  f e w  members l e s t  t h e  Faughs m i g h t  t u r n  u p

and t a k e  a d v a n t a g e .  To  h i s  ( c h a i r m a n s )  m i n d ,  M r  McNamara was

wrong i n  t a k i n g  a n y  men t o  S w i n f o r d  when h e  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  f u l l

team. M r  McNamara acknowledged t h e  m i s t a k e .  U n d e r  a l l  t h e

c i rcumstances  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  d o  wou ld  b e  t o  o r d e r  t h e  m a t c h

t o  b e  p l a y e d  o v e r  a g , i n .

Mr F l a n a g a n  a g r e e d .
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The s e c r e t a r y  s a i d  h e  was s u r e  t h e  Faughs  w e r e  n o t  a f r a i d  t o

meet t h e  O ' B r i e n s .  T h e y  were  p e r f e c t l y  r i g h t  n o t  t o  g o  t o

B a l l y h a u n i s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  F r  C u n n i f f  b e i n g  l a i d  u p .

Chairman: I  b e l e i v e  t h a t  was  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  t h e i r  n o n - a t t e n d a n c e

and a  s i n c e r e  r e a s o n  t o o .

The m a t c h  was u n a n i m o u s l y  o r d e r e d  t o  b e  p l a y e d  o n  E a s t e r

Sunday a t  K i l k e l l y ;  i f  Faughs t h e  v i c t o r s  t o  meet  t h e  S w i n f o r d

commercia ls  a t  C h a r l e s t o w n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sunday ;  i f  O ' B r i e n s

the v i c t o r s  t o  p l a y  t h e  Commerc ia ls  a t  B a l l y h a u n i s  same d a y .

ANOTHER DISPUTE

The s e c r e t a r y  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  co r respondance  r e l a t i n g  t o

the  m a t c h  p l a y e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  K i l m e e n a  Macs and  t h e  We s t p o r t

John McHa les :

Macs G  A  C l u b ,  K i lmeena2  W e s t p o r t .

DEAR S I R -  I  hope  y o u  w i l l  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  C o  Commit tee

t o  t h e  f a c t s  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  m a t c h  p l a y e d  o n  l a s t  Sunday b y  t h e

K i l m e - n a  Macs and  t h e  We s t p o r t  J o h n  M c h a l e s .  We b a s e  o u r  c l a i m

on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s -  F i r s t ,  i t  was  m u t u a l l y  ag reed  b y  t h e

c a p t a i n s  o f  b o t h  c l u b s ,  a n d  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  r e f e r e e  ( M r  J  C o n n o r,

Newpor t )  t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  b e  a n  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  t h e  t i m e  o c c u p i e d

i n  a rgument  w h i c h  amounted t o  t e n  m i n u t e s .  T h e y  we re  b o t h  w i l l i n g

t o  k i c k  f o r  t h e  t e n  m i n u t e s  t i l l  a n  o u t s i d e r  gave  t h e m  a n  a d v i c e

t o  k i c k  n o  m o r e .  S e c o n d l y,  when  t h e  b a l l  was w i t h i n  a  f o o t  o f  o u r

g o a l - p o s t ,  o n e  o f  t h e i r  men shou ted  o u t  t h a t  i t  w e n t  b e h i n d  t h e

l i n e  and t o o k  t h e  b a l l  i n  h i s  h a n d s ,  w h i l e  i m p a r t i a l  b y s t a n d e r s

adm i t t ed  t h a t  t h e  b a l l  had n o t  gone  b e h i n d  t h e  l i n e .  T h e n  o u r

men r u s h e d  i n ,  knocked  t h e  b a l l  o u t  o f  h i s  h a n d s ,  and  made a  p o i n t ,

wh ich  we c l a i m .  T h i r d l y ,  o u r  c a p t a i n  asked  t h e  McHales s c  h a d

he a n y  men b u t  t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  h i s  own c l u b ,  a n d  h e  s a i d  h e

had n o t .  B u t  t h e  f a c t  was  t h e y  had men f r o m  t h e  A r t i s a n s  c l u b
k i c k i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t hem unknown t o  u s .  A s  a n  i n s t a n c e  we m e n t i o n e d
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McEvaney0 who  b e f o r e  we l e f t  t h e  f i e l d ,  w o  saW t u r n i n g  o v e r  and

k i c k i n g  w i t h  h i s  own c l u b  a g a i n s t  t h P  MacHa les .  F o r  t h o s e  r e a s o n s

we c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  m a t c h  be  p l a y e d  o v e r  a g a i n .  H o p i n g  t h a t  y o u

w i l l  g i v e  i t  a  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n s i d o r a t i o n ,

I  r e m a i n ,  y o u r s  e t c . ,

J . K .  C a s e y,  h o  n s e c .

C a r r a h o l l y 1  W e s t p o r t .

SIR-  I  am a u t h o r i s e d  b y  t h e  commi t t ee  a n d  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  Macs

branch o f  t h e  G . A . A .  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s s e t  f o r t h

i n  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  l e t t e r  o f  the '  t h i r d  i n s t  c a n  b e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d

by t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  t e s t i m o n y  o f  a l l  i m p a r t i a l  o b s e r v e r s ,  a n d  b y

many men o f  W e s t p o r t ,  who  c o u l d  i n  n o  way  b e  p r e d j u d i c e d  i n  o u r

b e h a l f .  T h e  MacHales s c o r e d  t w o  p o i n t s .  We s c o r e d  t w o  a l s o ,  o n e

o f  w h i c h  was d i s p u t e d ;  b u t  o n e  o f  o u r  men c a n  p r o v e  h e  p u t  t h e

b a l l  a  p o i n t  a f t e r  i t  was  knocked  o u t  o f  t h e  hands  o f  one  o f  t t e

MacHales, who  had  n o  r i g h t  t o  r a i s e  t h e  b a l l  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e

r e f e r e e ,  M r  O ' C o n n o r,  N e w p o r t ,  s a i d  i t  was o n l y  r i g h t  t h a t  t h e

p l a y  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  f o r  t e n  m i n u t e s  l o n g e r ,  b u t  t i m e  was c a l l e d

w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  a n y  a l l o w a n c e  a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  f o r  t h e  t i m e  o c c u p i e d

i n  a r g u m e n t .  A n y  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m a t c h  we w i l l

be happy  t o  f u r n i s h ,  a n d  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  b e  k i n d  enough  t o  b r i n g

the w h o l e  c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I  am9

dear s i r ,  y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,

John G r e e l y .

P. S . -  We c l a i m  t h e  m a t c h  f o r  t h e  causes  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  s e c . s

l e t t e r -  J . G .

Br idge  S t r e e t ,  W e s t p o r t ,  M a r c h  3 r d .

SIR- On y e s t e r d a y,  t h e  2nd  i n s t ,  t h e  matches  a r r a n g e d  t o  come

o f f  h e r e  t o o k  p l a c e .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  m a t c h  t h e  MacHales b e a t  t h e
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Macs ,  p l a y  b e i n g  2  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  M a c h a l e s  t o  1  f o r  t h e  M a c s ,

and i n  t h ,  s e c o n d  m a t c h  t h e  M a c h a l e s  w e r e  t h e  v i c t o r s  a l s o ,

b e a t i n g  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  ( t h e  A r t i s a n s )  b y  1  d i s p u t e d  g o a l  a n d

4 p o i n t s  t o  o n e  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  A r t i s a n s .

Yo u r s  t r u l y ,

B e r n a r d  S .  W a l s h ,

Hon. S e c  M a c h a l e s .

C h a i r m a n :  I  t h i n k  w e  o u g h t  n o t  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  f r o m

o u t s i d e r s .

Mr C o u r e l l :  A s  t o  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m e m b e r s

b o l o n g i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  c l u b  k i c k i n g ,  h a v e  y o u  n o t  a l r e a d y  r u l e d  t h a t

i t  i s  f a i r  t o  t a k e  members  f r o m  o n e  c l u b  t o  a n o t h e r ?

Mr F l a n a g a n :  I  d o n t  k n o w  t h a t .

Mr C o u r e l l :  B u t  i t  w a s  s o  r u l e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a t  S w i n f o r d .

You r e m e m b e r  w h a t  w a s  d o n e  i n  t h e  S t e p h e n s  m a t c h .

Sec :  I n  t h a t  c a s e  t h e r e  w e r e  o b j e c t i o n s  f r o m  e a c h  s i d e .

Mr C o u r e l l :  T h e r e  w a s  n o  m a n  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h e  S t e p h e n s  t h a t

c o u l d  b e  o b j e c t e d  t o ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  C o m m e r c i a l s  h a d  f i v e  o r  s i x

men b e l o n g i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  c l u b s  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h e m .

Sec :  W i l l  y o u  k i n d l y  s t a t e  t h e  f i v e  o r  s i x ?

Mr C o u r e l l :  T w o  m e n  f r o m  A r d n a r e e ,  o n e  f r o m  C h a r l e s t o w n ,  t w o

f r o m  t h e  S t e p h e n s ,  a n d  o n e  f r o m  t h e  S w i n f o r d  C o m m e r c i a l s .

Sec :  H o w  l o n g  w e r -  t h e s e  m e n  i n  t o w n ?

Mr T ' u r c a n :  We  h a d  b e t t e r  n o t  g o  i n t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  n o w .

C h a i r m a n :  I t  i s  n o t  b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  a l l .  I t  i s  a l l  p a s t

and g o n e  a n d  n o  g o o d  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d  b y  r e v i v i n g  i t .

Mr ' T h r c a n :  W h a t  w i l l  y o u  d o  a b o u t  t h e  A  s t p o r t  c a s e ?

C h a i r m a n :  O h l  I  t h i n k  w e  m u s t  a w a r d  t h e  m a t c h  t o  t h e  M a c h a l e s  •

Ag reed  t o ,
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LACKEN CLUB

A d e p u t a t i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  M e s s r s  M c G u r r i n  a n d  M c H a l e ,  a p p e a r e d

b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  l o d g e  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  m a t c h  b e t w e e n

L a c k e n  a n d  C o o n e a l  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  c l u b  o n  t h e  g r o u n d

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a  man  p l a y i n g  o n  t h e i r  t e a m  f r o m  A r d a g h  p a r ' s h ,  a n d

o t h e r  o u t s i d e r s .  T h e  d e p u t a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  a n  i n j u s t i c e

was d o n e  t h e i r  c l u b  ,  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  c o m m i t  Lee t o  o r d e r  t h e

m a t c h  t o  b e  p l a y e d  o v e r  a g a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y  s a w  b y  t h e

We s t e r n  F e o p l e  t h a t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  a t  S w i n f o r d  o r d e r i n g

t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  " t e a m s  m u s t  b e  c o m p o s e d  o f  p e r s o n s  e m p l o y e d  i n

a f f i l i a t e d  p a r i s h e s , "  a n d  A r d a g h  w a s  n o t  a n  a f f i l i a t e d  p a r i s h .

The c h a i r m a n  t h o u g h t  i t  ip- ,s  a  m i s t a k e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e

t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  a n y  s u c h  r u l e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p .

he w a s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  h i m s e l f  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  o n  r e f l e c t i o n

he h a d  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a c t e d  p r e m a t u r e l y .

They o u g h t  t D  h a v e  w a i t e d  u n t i l  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  w a s  o v e r  b e f o r e

m a k i n g  a n y  c h a n g e .

Mr F l a n a g a n  w a s  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  e n t e r t a i n  t h e

o b j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a c k e n  m e n .  I f  A r d a g h  w e r e  a n  a f f i l i a t e d  p a r i s h

o f  c o u r s e  i t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f e r e n t .

Mr 1-)urcan a g r e e d .  T h e y  h a d  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  o u t s i d e r s .

Mr M c G u r r i n  s a i d  t h e  L a c k e n  m e n  f e l t  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  v e r y

much a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i n j u s t i c e  w a s  d o n e  t o  t h e m .

Mr Thurcan a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  h a r d s h i p ,  b u t  t h e

c o m m i t t e e  w e r e  p o w e r l e s s .

Mr C o u r e l l  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a i r m a n  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d

a t  S w i n f o r d  w a s  a  m i s t a k e .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h o u B  b e

r e s c i n d e d ,  a n d  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a n d  i n  a  n o t i c e  o f  m o t i o n

t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  b u t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  n o t  d o  s o  n o w  a s

i t  m i g h t  o n l y  l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  c o n f u s i o n .
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A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  commi t t ee  i n f o r m e d  t h e  ( IP u t a t i o n

t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  Lacken  o b j e c t i o n .

BALLYSOKEERY V  BALLY-CASTLE.

The f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  was r e a d  f r o m  t h e  r e f e r e e  i n  t h i s  m a t c h :

Lacken,  M a r c h  1 9 t h ,  1 8 9 0 .

SIR- My d e c i s i o n  a s  r e f e r e e  i n  t h e  m a t c h  k i c k e d  a t  B a l l y c a s t l e

between t h e  B a l l y s  k e e r y  n r  Walshes  and  B a l l y c a s t l e  R o b e r t  Emmets

i s  a  d i s p u t e d  g o a l  f o r  t h e  Walshes  t o  n i l  f o r  t h e  Emmets.  T h e  Emmets

s ta ted  t h a t  t h e  b a l l  was c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  g o a l p o s t s  b y  o n e  o f

the  n r  Wa l s h e s ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  g o a l  u m p i r e s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e  same,

and was  n o t  c o n t r a d i c t e d  b y  a n y  o t h e r  g o a l  u m p i r e .  I  was i n  t h e

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e

b a l l  was c a r r i e d  o r  n o t .  T h e r e f o r e  I  c a n n o t  g i v e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t

d e c i s i o n ,  a s  I  c a n n o t  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  g o a l  was f a i r  o r  f o u l .

M i chae l  C o r c o r a n .

To M r  J . T .  B e i r n e ,  Coun t y  Hon S e c .

The c h a i r - a n  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  f a i r e s t  c o u r s e  t o

have t h e  m a t c h  k i c k e d  o v e r  a g a i n .

Mr C o u r e l l  was e n t i r e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  com ing  t o  a n y

such c o n c l u s i o n .  He  b e l i e v e d  t h e  B a l l y s o k e e r y  men f a i r l y  won t h e

match.  B e s i d e s  t h a t ,  t h e y  w e r e  t r e a t e d  v e r y  b a d l y  i n  b e i n g  o r d e r e d

t w i c e  t o  B a l l y c a s t l e .

Mr F l a n a g a n :  we  a c t e d  o n  t h e  w o r d  o f  Mr  Ormsby.  h e  s a i d  t h a t

the  B a l l y s o k e e r y  men n e v e r  g o t  a n y  f a i r  p l a y  i n  C r o s s m o l i n a ,  a n d

t h a t  h e  c o u l d  g u a r a n t e e  f a i r  p l a y  f o r  t hem i n  B a l l y c a s t l e .

Mr n u r c a n :  T h e y  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  g e t  f a i r  p l a y .

Mr C o u r e l l :  And  I  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t  was  a  v e r y  j u s t  o n e

t o o .

The c o m m i t t e e  u n a n i m o u s l y  d e c i d e d  t o  award t h e  m a t c h  t o  B a l l y s o k e e r y .
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TEIRn T I E S .

The t h i r d  t i e s  f o r  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  T i l e r,  d r a w n  a s  f o l l o w s :

A t  K i l k e l l y ,  S u n r l a y ,  6 t h  A p r i l -  l i n o

B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n  F a u g h - a  B a l l a p t h s  v  A n n a g h  O ' B r i e n s .

F a u g h s ,  i f  v i c t o r s  t o  m e e t  S w i n f o r d  C o : I m e r c i a l s  i n  C h a r l e s t o w n

on S u n d a y ,  1 3 t h  i n s t .  O ' B r i e n s ,  i f  v i c t o r s ,  t o  m e e t  S w i n f o r d

C o m m e r c i a l s  i n  B a l l y h a u n i s  o n  u h e  1 3 t h .

A t  h i l l a l a ,  S u n d a y ,  6 t h  A p r i l -

C r o h e s .B a l l y s o k e e r y  n r  W a l s h e s  v  C r o s s m o l i n a  n r

V i c t o r s  t o  me- t  B a l l i n a  C o m m e r c i a l s  i n  C r o s s ' r o l i n a  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

S u n d a y.

T h i s  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

•  0  0  0  O '  0  •  •  0
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CO. MAYO G.A.A.

To t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t he  e s t e r n  People.

Swinford,  1 9 t h  February,  1890.

DEAR SIR -  K i n d l y  a l l o w  me space i n  your  i n v a l u a b l e  medium (wh ich  I  am g lad  t o

see you have cons i de rab l y  advanced, and t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  have now i n  t h e i r  m i d s t

a p r o v i n c i a l  paper wh ich  cannot  b u t  meet w i t h  t h e  gene ra l  approva l  o f  a l l

i t s  subsc r i be rs )  some remarks r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  proceedings o f  t h e  G a e l i c  County

Committee -which appeared i n  your  l a s t  i s s u e .  I t  appears b y  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h a t  t he

Swinford Sextons '  a f f i l i a t i o n  had  been re fused a l t hough  hav ing  t h ree  v o t e s

f o r  and t h r e e  a g a i n s t  i t .  I  s a y  i t  i s  t h e  most  g l a r i n g  p iece  o f  business

N- i m a g i n a b l e  t o  r e f u s e  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  one o f  t he  o l d e s t  and mast prominest

county c l u b s .  W h a t  r i g h t  had t h e y  t o  r e f u s e  i t ?  S h o u l d  n o t  t h e  sage

f o r m a l i t i e s  be gone t h r o u g h  i n  a f f i l i a t i n g  a l l  t h e  coun t y  c lubs  as  w e l l

as t h e  Sextons c l u b  b y  hav ing a  vo te  o n  t h e  mat te r?  I f  t h e r e  was an  o b j e c t i o n  o f

a se r i ous  na tu re  o r  o f  any  consequence t h e n  i t  would be t i m e  f o r  them t o

decide i t  i n  t h i s  manner. W h y  d i d  n o t  some member who had t h e  G a e l i c  movement and

i t s  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t  o b j e c t  t o  t h i s  f o r m a l i t y  being gone th rough? A n d  why

should t h e  chairman ask  f o r  a n  amendment when the re  was no  p rev ious  o b j e C t i o n

t h a t  mould debar them f rom a f f i l i a t i o n ?  I  am s u r p r i s e d  a  man o f  h i s

i n t i l l e g e n c e  and a b i l i t y  t o  manage a f f a i r s  would n o t ,  under  t h e  c i rcumstances,

s c o f f  a t  t he  i d e a  o f  ask ing  f o r  a n  amendment o f  t a k i n g  a  vo te  o n  t h e

mat te r.  M r  Feeney, when asked as t o  whether t h e r e  was new b lood  i n f used  i n t o  t h e

c lub ,  s a i d  -  ' L i v i n g  i n  t h e  same town he would p r e f e r  n o t  say ing  any th i ng  on  t he

mat ter '  a l t h o u g h  t o  show h i s  ' good  na tu reed '  personage.  N o w,  I  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e

Swinford Sexton C lub ,  e n t e r  t h e i r  most  emphatic p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  env ious

d i spos i t i ons  o f  those who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  u n j u s t  a c t i o n ,  and under t h e

sub jec t ion  o f  those i l l - d i s p o s e d  persons I  t h i n k  the  G a e l i c  movement i n  Mayo

can h a r d l y  be prosperous.  W h e n  t h e  Sextons '  a f f i l i a t i o n  was a n n u l l e d ;  t h e

c lub t h a t  was t h e  h e a r t  andsoul  o f  the  Gaels  o f  Mayo; t h e  c l u b  t h a t  a f f o rded  a l l

the Gaels o f  hiayo; t h e  c l u b  t h a t  a f f o rded  a l l  t he  necessary  f a c i l i t i e s  and

accommodation i n  g i v i n g  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  t r y s t i n g  ground a t  Lake View t o

Gaelic a t h l e t e s ;  where t h e  s tandard  o f  t h e  G a e l i c ' s  f i r s t  g l o r i o u s



movements was r a i d e d  f o r  Mayo; wh ich  I  b e l i e v e  canno t  be om i t t ed  f r o m  the

pages o f  h i s t o r y .  I  would a s k  the  c l u b s  o f  Mayo who I  t h i n k  ought  t o  c o -

operate w i t h  me i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  impress upon the  County  Committee t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y

of  f o r t h w i t h  recons ide r ing  t h e i r  a c t i o n  towards t h e  Sexton c l u b .  I  beg

to  be excused f o r  t r espass ing  o n  your  va luab le  space,  and thank ing  you i n

a n t i c i p a t i o n ,

I  remain  dear s i r ,

Yours t r u l y ,

P.Brennan,

Sextons.
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MAYO CO. COMMITTEE

A meet ing o f  t he  Mayo County Committee was h e l d  on  Sunday a t  F i t z g e r a l d ' s

Ho te l ,  Sw in fo rd .  Members p r e s e n t  -  Messrs T.  B .  K e l l y ,  C l a r e m o r r i s ,

Chairman; P F l a n a g a n ,  Crossmol ina,  t r e a s u r e r ;  P. J .  Durkan,  B a l l i n a ;

P.  J .  Feeney,  Sw in fo rd ;  T .  MacNamara, B a l l y h a u n i s ;  G .  Ormsby, B a l l y c a s t l e ;

J.  T .  B e i r n e ,  B a l l i n a ,  s e c .  R e f e r e e s  d e c i s i o n  i n  f i r s t  t i e s  County

Championship matches were r e a d ,  and sundry  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  connect ion  w i t h  same

having been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  ad jus ted ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i x t u r e s  ( second  t i e s )

were made b y  l o t s : -

To be  p layed  a t  Cast lebar  o n  Sunday, 9 t h  March -  B a l l i n a  Stephens v .  B a l l i n a

Commercials.

A t  Crossmolina (same d a t e )  -  Attymass O'Dowdas v .  Crossmpl ina D r .  Crokes.

Fol lowing matches o n  Sunday, 1 6 t h  March:

SAINFORDs -  Ba l l aghade r r i n  Faugh-a-Bal laghs v .  Annagh O 'B r i ens .

Carracast le Tom Moroneys v .  Sw in fo rd  Commercials.

BALLYCASTLE:- B a l l y c a s t l e  Emnets v .  B a l l y s o k e e r y  D r.  Walshes.

The f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s  were passed unanimously:-

"That i n  f u t u r e  teams must  be e x c l u s i v e l y  composed o f  persons r e s i d i n g  o r

being employed i n  a f f i l i a t e d  p a r i s h e s . "

"That re fe rees  shou ld  be s u p p l i e d  b y  cap ta ins  o f  compet ing teams w i t h  l i s t s

o f  names."
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BkLIAGIRDERRIN FAUGH-A-B&LIAGH

( j u n i o r s )  v .  S t  P a t r i c k s  ( j u n i o r s ) .  -  T h i s  match came o f f  on Sunday a t

Castlemore o n  t he  o l d  p r a c t i s i n g  grounds o f  t h e  Faughs, k i n d l y  g iven  on  a l l

such occasions b y  John F lannery,  Esq.  G r e a t  i n t e r e s t  was cen te red  i n  t he

match as was seen by  the  numerous spec ta to rs  who came t o  w i tness  t h e  y o u t h f u l

Gaelic c o n t e s t .  B o t h  teams l i n e d  up a t  1 .30  and t h e  c a p t a i n s  hav ing  tossed

f o r  cho ice  o f  s i d e s ,  wh ich  was von  b y  the  c a p t a i n  tvfl• s i d e s ,  -which was von  b y

the c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  Faughs, who t o o k  advantage o f  t he  s l i g h t  i n c l i n e  and a

favourable breeze wh ich  was b low ing  towards t h e i r  opponents '  g o a l . .

The b a l l  was n o t  l ong  i n  p l a y  when i t  was b rough t  i n  dangerous p r o x i m i t y  t o

the S t .  P a t r i c k s  g o a l .  H e r e  a  v e r y  l i v e l y  encounter t o o k  p l ace ,  a s  t h e

Faughs made v e r y  determined rushes t o  score  b u t  were unsuccess fu l ,  when the

referee b lew t h e  w h i s t l e  announcing h a l f  t i m e .  H a v i n g  changed s i d e s  t h e  p l a y

now became more l i v e l y ,  t h e  S t .  P a t r i c k s '  f o rwards  rushed t h e  b a l l  i n t o  t h e i r

opponents' t e r r i t o r y ,  where a n  i n f r i g e m e n t  o f  t he  r u l e s  t o o k  p l ace ,  t h e  r e f e r e e

a l low ing  a  f r e e  k i c k  w i t h i n  twen ty  yards o f  t h e  g o a l ,  wh ich  p laced a  p o i n t  t o

the S t .  P a t r i c k s '  c r e d i t .  S h o r t l y  a f te rwards  two  more p o i n t s  were scored i n

qu ick  succession.  F u l l  t ime  be ing  c a l l e d ,  t h e  score  s t o o d ,  3  p o i n t s  f o r  S t .

P a t r i c k s '  t o  n i l  f o r  Faughs. T h e  r e f e r e e  a l l o w i n g  t e n  minutes f o r  l o s t  t ime

the Faughs seemed determined t o  p u l l  up t h e i r  l o s s ,  hav ing  scored two  p o i n t s

dur ing l a s t  f i v e  m i n u t e s .  T h i s  b rough t  the  match t o  a  oonc lus ion ,  l e a v i n g  t h e

St .  P a t r i c k s  v i c t o r s  b y  one p o i n t .  M r .  John  Murphy acted as  umpire f o r

Faughs, and Mr Michae l  O 'Donne l l  f o r  S t .  P a t r i c k s .  T o o  much p r a i s e  canno t

be g i v e n  t o  P. J .  Mu r ray,  Esq ,  f o r  t h e  i m p a r t i a l  manner i n  which he ac ted

as umpi re .
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ASSOCIATION FOOTBA,,LL --15occ or)

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B a l l i n a  t u rned  o u t  i n  l a r g e  numbers o n  Thursday a f te rnoon  t o

witness a  match under A s s o c i a t i o n  Rules between Mr Scroope's  and Mr H a t t e ' s  teama

The venue chosen was a  b e a u t i f u l  l e v e l  s t r e t c h  i n  Mr McGuinness's f i e l d  b e s i d e  t h e

ra i lway  s t a t i o n .  T h e  matCh\was e x c e i l e n t l y  contested t h roughou t ,  and r e s u l t e d  i n

a v i c t o r y  f o r  Mr Scroope's  t e  b y  a  g o a l  t o  n i l .  M r  Scroope h i m s e l f  d i d

yeoman s e r v i c e  b y  defending h i s  g q  w h i l e  t h e  p l a y  o f  Messrs Rooney ( U l s t e r

Bank), J  A F lanagan,  T.  Gordon e t c ,  l e  t  no th ing  t o  be  d e s i r e d  as  a  f i n e

e x h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  se ience o  t h e  game. C a p  K i r k w o o d ' s  two son  d i s t i n g u i s h e d

themselves o n  t he  oppos e  s i d e  b y  t h e i r  b o l d  e  p l a y ;  and we must b racke t  w i t h

them D F i t z g e r a l d .  i t h  such a  combinat ion,  and  Mr Ha t te  i n  charge o f  t he  g o a l ,

i t  may be r e n d i l r  understood t h a t  i t  r equ i red  t h e  b e s t  i d e  bo be  v e r y  good

indeed t o  come o f f  t h e  v i c t o r s .


