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FOOTBALL

To w e r h i l l  v .  C o r n f i e l d

On Sunday, 2 3 r d  i n s t . ,  t h e  ' above  teams met  i n  a  f i e l d  i n  t he  To w e r h i l l
demesne. T h e  ground was v e r y  t a s t e f u l l y  marked o u t .  T h e  g r e e n  above t h e
red .  T h e  To w e r h i l l  mot to  waving g r a c e f u l l y  a l  1  round ,  t h e  same badge
worn b y  t h e  guards ,  w i t h  s t r o n g  w i r e  e n c l o s i n g  the  whole a rea .  S h o r t l y
a f t e r  two  o ' c l o c k  t h e  C o r n f i e l d  men wear ing caps o r -red and w h i t e ,
marshalled b y  t h e i r  Capt .  J .  Ru t t l edge ,  a r r i v e d  and rece i ved  a  h e a r t y
cheer f r o m  the  To w e r h i l l  men. C o r n f i e l d  l o o k e d  i t s  b e s t ;  f u l l  o f  h i g h
hope and a rden t  expec ta t i on  t h a t  t h e i r  d e f e a t  o f  l a s t  season on t h e  same
ground would now be re tu rned  w i t h  "b lood  f o r  b l o o d " .  B u t  f a l s e  was the
here and v a i n  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  f o r  a t  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y  a f t e r
tak ing  i n  th ree  f r e s t  men t h e y  scored n i l ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  opponants, under
the c o l o u r  t h e y  l o v e  b e s t ,  and wh ich  t h e i r  eyes a r e  h o t  t o  see r e a l i z etne
the p o s i t i o n  t h e y  gave i t  t h a t  day,  secured two  g o a l s .  T h a t  t h e  match
looked t h e  g r e a t e s t  enthusiasm was f u l l y  a t t e s t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t
l eas t  2 ,000 persons were p r e s e n t ,  among whom were many o f  t h e  e l i t e
of  t h i s  and t h e  su r round ing  p a r i s h e s .  T h e  p l a y  s t a r t e d  a t  h a l f  p a s t
two s h a r p ,  Ru t t l edge  hav ing  won t h e  t o s s  e l e c t e d  t o  p l a y  w i t h  t h e  w ind
when Blake (Cap ta in )  k i c k e d  o f f .  T h e  l e a t e r  was q u i c k l y  a r res ted  b y

Ruf t ledge who w i t h  F i t z p a t r i c k  and Keane, soon  sen t  i n t o  To w e r h i l l
t e r r i t o r y .  Scrummaging f o l l o w e d  t i l l  t h e  l e a t e r ,  n o t  w i t hs tand ing  t h e
ap t i t ude  o f  Garvey ( C o r n f i e l d  goa lkeeper )  t h e  b a l l  was s e n t  th rough
by F i t z g e r a l d  am ids t  thunder ing  applause.  Ru t t l edge  now k icked  o f f ,
and some v igo rous  e f f o r t s  were made by  h i s  men t o  r e t r i e  v e  t h e i r
f a l l e n  f o r t u n e ,  amongst those_ahowing hard b e i n g  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  Keane
M. Mannion and Forde ;  b u t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were u n a v a i l i n g  as  t h e  b a l l
thencefor th  was a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  k e p t  i n  C o r n f i e l d  t e r r i t o r y  and a s
' h a l f  t i m e  u p '  was b e i n g  shouted t h e  b a l l  h i t  t h e  b a r  and t h u s  saved
Corn f ie ld  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  l o s i n g  another  g o a l  i n  so s h o r t a  t i m e .
The l e a t h e r  be ing  aga in  sho t  o f f  b y  Ru t t l edge ,  t h e  p l a y  f o r  much o f  t h e
time t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  f e l l  cons ide rab l y  f rom i t s  f o rmer  v i g o u r ,  and i t
took a l l  t h e  energy and ad ro i t ness  o f  t h e  Corn  f i e l d  g o a l k e  epers  t o
prevent seve ra l  r e p e t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a t e  d e f e a t .  A t  l e n g t h ,  b u t  l ong
before t h e  t i m e  was e x p i r e d ,  came Prendergast ,  k i c k e d  t h e  b a l l  t h rough
amidst r i n g i n g  cheers .  T h u s  te rm ina ted  t h e  p l a y ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  whole f u n ,
f o r  t h e  To w e r h i l l  Cap ta in  w i t h  h i s  u s u a l  h o s p i t a l i t y  i n v i t e d  b o t h  teams
to re f reshments ,  and t h e r e  w i t h  Guines s  &  C o . ,  U n l i m i  t e d  and j o y
unconfined, b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  w i t h  many o t h e r  f r i e n d s ,  s p e n t  a  few  p leasan t
hours and p a r t e d  b e s t  f r i e n d s  w i t h  h e a r t y  and a l t e r n a t e  cheers  f o r  t h e i r
respect ive  Cap ta ins .

Number on  each s i d e ,  23 ,Uvp i res  — To w e r h i l l ,  J .  M c E v i l l y,  C o r n f i e l d ,
M. F i t z p a t r i c k  — Correspondent.
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FOOTBALL

The Cast  . . a r  Team have scored  ano t  r  famous v i c t o y r .  O n  S t .

Patr icks1 D a y,  a t  . . n e ,  t h e y  o n  t h e  Connaught Cup aga ins t  t he

young men o f  t h e  Queens  C o g e  G a l w a y -  no  i gnob le  compe t i t o r s ,

by any means. A  r e p o r  o f  t h e  match a p p e a r  i n  ou r  n e x t .

. f eS-

FOOTBALL

BALLA V  TOWERHILL

An amusing and w e l l  contested game was p layed  between t h e  above

teams o n  Sunday, 6 t h  i n s t l  i n  a  n i ce  f i e l d ,  k i n d l y  g i ven  b y  Mr.  Joyce

a t  Laggaturn.  T h e  ground was p r e t t i l y  l a i d  o u t - f l a g s  a n d  pos ts  o f

var ious c o l o u r s  su r round ing  i t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  v a s t  m u l t i t u d e  o f

specta tors ,  who watched w i t h  l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t  and u tmost  good o r d e r  t h e

s p i r i t e d  and v igo rous  p l a y  t h a t  was b e i n g  c a r r i e d  on  i n  t h e  s m a l l  a r e a

w i t h i n .  W h e r e  a l l  f o r t y  ( 2 0  on  each s i de  w i t h  an independent o u t s i d e r ,

and n o t  t h e  l e a s t  power fu l )  a c t e d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t s  w i t h  t h e  u tmos t

judgement and in a n l i n e s s ,  i t  would be i n v i d i o u s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r i z e  p a r t i e s

ye t  I  canno t  f o r b e a r  making s p e c i a l  ment ion  o f  t he  t w o  cap ta ins  who

displayed more t h a n  an  o r d i n a r y  amount o f  a c t i v i t y  and d e x t e r i t y  th rough-

out t h e  whole p l a y .  I n  re fe rence  t o  t h e  independent  o u t s i d e r  (Mas te r

Ventosus).  I  must say  i n  j u s t i c e  t o  h im  t h a t  he a l t e r n a t e l y  a s s i s t e d .



Ref: C . T .  Feb.  12 th  1887.

both s ides;  and so uniform and powerful was h i s  a i d  t h a t ,  through the

goal which the defended, n o t  a  b a l l  was sent  during the whole t ime .

Bal la,  however, came o f f  v ic tor ious ,  having scored one goal  and two

points, whi le  t h e i r  opponents scored bu t  a  goal  and one p o i n t ,  thus

losing an equal v i c t o r y  by one po in t  o n l y.  P l a y  over -  both teams, w i t h

a few other f r i ends ,  were i n v i t e d  t o  a  sumptuous repast  by Mr,  Valkenburgh

in h i s  hospitable h o t e l ,  where, u n t i l  a  p r e t t y  l a t e  hour,  t h e y  enjoyed

themselves w i th  the good things o f  Ba l l a ,  inc lud ing  brandy, wine and

whiskey, w i t h  " IX"  ga lo re .

Quite unexpectedly on leav ing the ho te l  when j u s t  about

preceeding home the  Towerhi l l  capta in  was hoisted on the shoulders

of h i s  l a t e  opponnents and car r ied  amidst repeated cheers through the

town. T h u s  ended the  day's  amusement which w i l l  n o t  800n be forgot ten

by e i t h e r  p a r t y.

Teams:- B a l l a -  N a l l y  and Murphy backs; J . T.  McEl l int  T .  Stenson,

and Murphy, h a l f  backs, Forwards- Valkenburgh (Capt . )  K e l l y,  P.  Stenson,

R e i l l y,  M A l i n „  Armstrong, McGreevy, Golden, Ryan, Ansbro, Rooney,

Donnellon, Walsh, Summers, and J .  Walsh,

Towerh i l l : -  Q u i n n  and Prendergest backs; Toole ,  F i t z g e r a l d .  K e n n y,

i -backs; Forwards-Blake ( C a p t . )  J .  Walsh, Tuohy, McHugh, C a r o l l ,  Walsh

Malley,  Phaden, N a l l r ,  Gal lagher,  Lawless. Donnelly,  Brennan, Gavin and

J.  Quinn. U m p i r e s -  B a l l a .  M r.  T .  Conway. Towerh i l l  M r.  J .  MbEv i l l y.

Referee Mk. Ed.  Cannon.
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BALLA V BALLINROBE:

The r e t u r n  match o f  t h e  above teams came o f f  on  Sunday l a s t ,  t h e  1 0 t h
I n s t . ,  conven ien t  t o  B a l l a  on  t h e  same t r y a t i n g  p lace  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e
B a l l a  v  To w e r h i l l  teams and which  was k i n d l y  g i ven  b y  PR Joyce,  Esq,
Logaturn House. A s  t h e  day  was v e r y  f i n e ,  a n d  t h e  even t  d u l y  announced
f o r  some t i m e  p rev ious ,  a  v e r y  l a r g e  and most  respec tab le  meet ing assembled
to w i tness  t h e  p l a y.  M o r e  t h a n  o r d i n a r y  i n t e r e s t  a t tached t o  t h e  d a y ' s

performance, o n  account  o f  a  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  l o c a l  Press f r o m  t h e
honorary s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B a l l i n r o b e  F.C .  d e n y i n g  t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e
B a l l a  team t o  a  goa l  a t  t h e  match p layed i n  B a l l i n r o b e  o n  t h e
6th  u l t ,  and  express ing  a  "hope t h a t  e re  l o n g  t h e  same teams w i l l  meet
again t o  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e  w i t h  which s h a l l  v i c t o r y ,  w i t h o u t  d i spu te  o r
c a v i l ,  r e m a i n . "  I n  B a l l i n r o b e  i t  was agreed t o  change s i d e s  each h a l f
hour, and  t o  use f o o t  o n l y  f o r  each a l t e r n a t t i  h a l f  h o u r,  and  hand and
f o o t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l  f o r  hand and f o o t  t h e  B a l l a
men boxed t h e  b a l l  between t h e  B a l l i n r o b e  pos t s ,  and  c la imed a  goa l  f o r  so
doing. T h i s  was d i spu ted  on  t h e  grounds t h a t  i t  was d i s t i n c t l y  understood
beforecommencing p l a y,  a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  l e t t e r ,  t h a t

under no c i rcumstances c o u l d  a  b a l l  d r i v e n  between t h e  p o s t s  b y  t h e  hand be
claimed as  a  goa l .  Y o u r  correspondent  was n o t  aware o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,
and though i t  so  unreasonable t h a t  t h e  hand shou ld  be wi thdrawn a t  t h e
most c r i t i c a l  moment, t h a t  he communicated w i t h  " S p o r t "  o n  t h e  m a t t e r,
and on  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  communication made t h e  l a s t  r e p o r t  w i t h o u t
acquain t ing t h e  Capta in  o r  c l u b .  A s  t o  t h e  B a l l a  team r e f u s i n g  p l a y
when t h e  B a l l i n r o b e  men were "warming u p . "  i t  would seem t h e  warming
up process was no  improvement, a s  i t  was j u s t  t h e n  t h e  b a l l  went
between t h e i r  pos ts .  A n d  as  t h e  t i m e  agreed f o r  opera t ions  was two  hours ,
and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v a l  o f  two  hours  and t e n  minutes had e lapsed between
s t a r t  and f i n i s h ,  I  c a n ' t  see room t o  compla in about  a  f o u r t h  h a l f  hour.

On Sunday l a s t ,  i t  was agreed t o  k i c k  under  a s s o c i a t i o n  r u l e s  f o r  two
hours, w i t h  a  change o f  goa ls  a t  h a l f  t ime .  T h e  t o s s  be ing  won b y  N
B a l l i n r o b e ,  t h e  B a l l a  Capta in ,  a f t e r  a  few words o f  adv i ce  t o  b o t h  teams,
to  work w i t h  s p i r i t  and g o d  f e e l i n g ,  k i c k e d  o f f  a t  3.25pm. T h e  b a l l
was soon s e n t  back w i t h i n  t h e  B a l l a  p r e c i n c t s ,  where i t  remained f o r  some
minutes, u n t i l  a  good s h o t  f r om Higg ins  t r a n s f e r r e d  ope ra t i ons  c l o s e  t o
the B a l l i n r o b e  p o s t s ,  where some e x c i t i n g  p l a y  f o l l o w e d ,  e v e r y  sho t  f r om
the B a l l a  men heading f o r  g o a l ,  wh i ch  was a b l y  defended b y  Messrs Bourke,
Daly,  and  O 'Donne l l ,  u n t i l  h a l f  t i m e  was c a l l e d ,  when t h e  B a l l a  men had
scored one p o i n t  t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t .



After  t h i s  t h e  v i s i t o r s  pushed vigorously f o r  the  B a l l a  ground, which
was too a b l y  defended t o  admit entrance. D u r i n g  t h i s  t ime there  were
some v i o l e n t  co l l i s ions  and good f a l l s  from which the  prostrate  arose,
rather invigorated t o  push on wi th  renowed energy. T h e  home team having
placed another po in t  t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t ,  f rom t h i s  forward occupied the  Bal l inrobe
t e r r i t o r y,  f rom which the v i s i t o r s  f a i l e d  t o  e v i c t  them u n t i l  f i n a l l y
the l e a t h e r  was forced beyond the  Bal l inrobe l i n e s  and under the  tape.
The judges o r  re feree  not  being ap a t  the  moment could not  then decide,
and l e s t  the  home team might he again accused o f  shor t  t ime,  t h e i r
Captain, M r  Valkenburgh, o f f e r e d  t o  de fe r  the  decision o f  the  goal  u n t i l
evening, and t o  continue p l a y  f o r  the  twenty- f ive  minutes, which now
remained unexpired S o m e  o f  the  v i s i t o r s  objected t o  continue unless t h e
home team gave up a l l  c la im t o  the  goal .  T h e  B a l l a  Capt refused t h i s ,
but of fered the  fo l lowing concessions, v i z ,  t o  p l a y  f o r  h a l f  an hour longer
to g ive  the  v i s i t o r s  choice o f  goals and a  f r e e  k i c k ;  t h i s  a lso  being
refused, both  teams l e f t  the  f i e l d  amidst  loud cheers f o r  Bal l inrobe.

The v i s i t o r s  and t h e i r  f r iends returned t o  town, and were entertained i n
the schoolroom a t  luncheon. T h e  captains,  umpires, and re fe ree ,  n e x t
re t i red  t o  Valkenburgh's Hote l ,  where they  examined some independent
witnesses about the  disputed goal .  A f t e r  duly  considering the  evidence
on both sides t h e  re feree  ( M r  Hearne) w i t h  h is  usual i m p a r t i a l i t y  and
sense o f  honor, decided i n  favour o f  B a l l a  resu l ts  then scored one goal
and two points f o r  the  home team t o  n i l .  Te a m s  .  Ba l l a  goal-keeper
R. N a l l y ;  h a l f  backs, Higgins and Toomey; quar ter  backs, R e i l l y ,  Murphy,
Connelly; forwards, Valkenburgh (Capta in) ,  McEl l in ,  K e l l y,  McGreevy,
Daly, Connel ly,  Connel ly,  Ansborow, Murphy, Walsh, Coste l loe,  Welsh,
Nolan, R e i l l y .  B a l l i n r o b e  goal-keeper, H .  Bourke; h a l f  backs Daly  and
0 Donnell;  quar te r  backs, Hamilton, Jennings, B r e t t ;  forwards Jennings,
Browne, Jennings, Hyland, Tunbridge, Bourke K e l l y,  McCormack,
Thornton, C a u l f i e l d ,  R a t t i g a n l  d y e r,  Fenaghty, Donnel ly,  Umpires ... Ba l la ,
Mr. T .  Conway, Bal l inrobe -  Mr J .  K e l l y.

Mr George Hearne was unanimously elected as re fe ree .

Correspondent.
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SONGS OF THE GAELIC ATHLETES ( ) C T  •  i V g

(From the  " G a e l . " )

We, t h e  numerous men o f  E i r e .
Born beneath her  p l e a s a n t  s k i e s ,
To ou r  ga the r ings  o n  our  mountains,
I n  ou r  thousands we a r i s e .
See t h e  weapons o n  our  shou lde rs ,
Nei ther  gun no r  p i k e  we b e a r,
But shou ld  I r e l a n d  c a l l  upon u s ,
I re land  soon shou ld  f i n d  t h e m  t h e r e .

A l l  f o r  I r e l a n d ,  t h i n k i n g ,  wo rk i ng ,
Marching on  ou r  own green sod .
Nothing shunning,  n o t h i n g  s h i r k i n g ,
Fearing no th ing  b u t  our  God.

D i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  c reep ing  Saxon,
We a r e  men o f  o t h e r  minds,
Glory ing i n  our  own green v a l l e y s ,
Glory ing i n  ou r  mountain w inds ,
Glory ing i n  o u r  Gae l i c  manhood,
In  ou r  m i g h t  as men we s t a n d ,
We t h e  b l ue  b l o o d  o f  t he  Gaeldom,
I r i s h  h e a r t  and open hand.

A l l  f o r  I r e l a n d ,  t h i n k i n g ,  wo rk i ng ,
Marching on  o u r  own green sod ,
Nothing shunn ing,  no th i ng  s h i r k i n g ,
Fearing no th i ng  save o u r  God.

Heirs o f  many a grand t r a d i t i o n
That can never f a d e  n o r  f a i l *
While we 've l i f e  and s t r e n g t h  w e ' l l  h o l d  them-
True t o  I r e l a n d  i s  each Gael .
Mindfu l  o f  o u r  g r e a t  i n s t r u c t o r s ,
S a r s f i e l d „  Emmett,  D a v i s ,  Tone ,
On ou r  own r i g h t  hand r e l y i n g .
In  ourse lves  we t r u s t  a lone .

A l l  f o r  I r e l a n d ,  t h i n k i n g ,  wo rk ing ,
Marching on  o u r  own green sod ,
Nothing shunning,  n o t h i n g  s h i r k i n g ,
Fearing n o t h i n g  save o u r  God.

AN GERELOIBHIN AOIBHINN.


