29-9-51

Mayo Triumph For Second

Beofre a near record crowd at Croke Park Dublin on Sunday last Mayo the
reigning Irish Senior Championship retained their All-Ireland title by
defeating Meath 2-8 to 0-9 in the final. This was a whirlwind run right
through from the Connaught final. In the demi-final they held Kerry to
a draw in the first and then'emerged victors from the second encounter.
Against Meath they were not only good they were Bvery Man of the Mayo
fifteen played the game manfully cleanly and in the best sportind spirit
and in the warriors they found foemen worthy of their steel. Wild sencw
of enthusiasm were witnesses when the final want and the captain of the
Mayo t eam Sean Flanagan and other members of the team were carried shoul-
der from the field.

The trek to Croke Park comentend early on Smnday morning and sellers of
the team facour shouting "Meath ot Mayo colours did a brisk business at
the steady stream of people weaded their way to the game., Thousands had
taken up their positions long before the big game was due to commence but
they went well fortified with the necessities of lide for lunch baskets
etc very very much in evidence while alfresed meals were partaken off here
and everywhere,

Colour'was-again the predomonating factor the vivid hwes of tle pipers

f‘}costumes and the red cloaks of the Artane'Boys band provided a marked con-

trast against the deep green sward of the pitch which was in excellent
trim while the green and red of Mayo and and the green and gold of Meath

 intermingled throughout the crowd completed a picture of abundant colour.

As the time for the big game drew near there was that hushed air of expec-
tancy and one could almost sence. the bension mounting as the huge throng
awaited the arrival of the teams, Then as the players ran on to the pit-
ch the now famous roar which greated them gathered in intendity as the
traditional parade round took place with the Mayo men led by their captain
Sean Flanagan and Meath led by Seamus Heery (captain) went striding out

to the strains of the martial music.

Silence reigned as the band started up the National Anthem but the thous-
ands were soon singing lustuly while a mighty cheer signalised the commen-
cemaht;of the game when His Grace Most Rev Dr Walsh Archisbishop of Tuam
threw in the ball,






E/a.G.M., Played Part.

Every man played his part in the magnificent victory of the Western cham-
ions. After rather an unsettled start Mayo send to work in earnest when
about ten minutes had gone by and combining beautifully were soon in which
he nipped in for loose balls showed once agin his uncanny anticipation and
keen positional sence. Time and again he insituted attacks with a mere
flick on has boot placing the ball to the vacant apace on hid right oT
left where either Mick Flanagan or Joker Gilvarry were waiting in resdiness
He again showed the commnading influence which has remarked his performan-
ces the season. The improvement of John McAndrew on his semi-fhal display
_®as heartening to W estern supporters. He jumped like a stag tackled q&
fﬁuickly and fierciy and never fouled to get his kick in. The game had not
been long in progress before he had Connell's measure taken and in the
course of the game proceeded to completely blot him out. His was indeed
a grand display. The Mayo defence after a rather shakj start soon had
the Meath forwards tied up tightly :addy Prendergast showed once and for
all that 0'Brien of Meath is not in‘ﬁhe same class. Referred to as the
airborne full back, Paddy made severals ofhis amazingly high cut like sSp-
rings into the air and all through the game fielded magnificently. Reilly
the Meath full forward was hardly in the picture due to the brilliance of
Prendergast Sean Flanagan the captain proved altogether too wily for Brian
Smyth, Smyth was always struggle and stuggling aginst a man who not only
proved too-stong but possessed sufficent guile to take advantage and init-
(hiiative which the Meath forward tactics gave him.
On: the right flank John Forde gave his usual sound display and gave the
famed Petér HeDermott few opening to snach scores. Forde stuck to his man
all through and must be commended for the manner in which he policed this
artful rover. The iron man of the -Mayo team dJoe Staunton showed once ag—
gin the command in all depariments. Seldom had Mayo played such brilliant
football they out manouvered the Meath men fielded higher and kicked lon-
ger while the Meath backs were flustered and pewildered by the varying.
tactics emplyed by the Mayo formards whose rapier like thrusts all beaut-
ifully executed movements were a treat to movements were a treat to wat-
ch, It was a tough hardfough game tacklingwas keen, and heavy hard knoxks
were given and taken and both teams seemed to revel in this hard rugged
type off football as they stood shoulder to shoulder and fought tooth and
nail for each ball. Speed was the keynote of Mayo's success for while
Meath set-a fast pace at the start, lMayo once they got going were much:

faster than their rivals. It speaks volumes for the fitness of the layers
that the fast pace see at the outset was well maintained throughout. On
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the whole it was a poor final. Few expected Mayo to win SO convincingly
This was supposed to be the match of the century so evenly ‘balanced were
both sides. Most critics favoured Meath to win by a small margin and while
Mayo supporters accepted this with a grain og salt there were few who would
redict that leath would be completely outclassed and had Mayo won by a fut-
her sibx points that would give a fair indication of their superiority in
the second half.,
Although the game wasS one sided and for that reason generally condidered
poor there were many thrilling passages which will not be forgotten for
a long time, among then being langan's and Gilvarry's goals: Mick Flanagan
is goals lighting runs goalwards in the second half. Carnéy's Brilliant
fielding and the great defensive play of Mayo's backs.
He was a dominating figure in the half-vack line and altogether had a mag-
nificent hour. Sean Wynne for the second year in succession kept his
goal intack in an All Ireland Final. He dealt affectively with everything
that came his way and for vourage and faarlessness in face of fiernce Co-—-
sluaghts hw had few equals. To my mind he is the goalkeeper of the year.
I have pirposely left the goodl wine to the last for Mayo's forwards trea-
ted the hugh attendance to some excellent bouts of grand opem football
delightful to watch. The cheeky manner in which Tom Langan scored Mayg's
first goal had the effect of unsettling the Meath backs who afterwards
played-éecondAfiddle in the wiles and guiles of the Mayo six. Langan made
0'Brien look very poor at times and had easily the better of exchange.
Mick Flanagan's speed and swerve completely mesmerised. McConnell while
/~ Joe Gilvarry whose goal was a brilliant effort always had the measure of
;M—O'Brien Pt Irwin and Sean Mulderrig fitted in well with the Many Mayo
movements and were little behind the other in general effectivemessSe
The Play

Meath winning the  toss elected to play into Railway goal favoured by a
strong fresh breeze and though Mayo broke away from the throwein Mwath
were soon in the attack and Christo Hand send over their farst point from
far out.: Two minutes later Reilly had Meath's second point and whom lMayo
attacked, centred by Langan were returned by O'Brien. Whhe With Mongey
and McAndrew in top gear at midfield Mayo pressed strongly but Langan was
narrowly wide. From a touch kick taken by Hand the ball travelled to Mc-
Donnell who had Meath's third point after nine minutes. 4 minute later
came- Lanagan's goal he secured possession about 25 yards out and 1iterally
waltzed through on his own %o beat fiyth with a great left footed drive.

Mayo continued to attack and when Mulderrig was fouled, Carney pointed
a close in
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Carney's Brilliance

By his display on Sunday Padhraic Carney proved himself one of the great-
est footballers that ever came out of the West. The crowd love his seem-
ingly nonchalant air as he goes for a ball and many have come to the con-
clusion that he must have magnetic fingertrips for the ball never smacks
resoundingly into his hands hut appears to be cushioned by his fingertips.
His fielding of high balls on Sunday was magnificent while his many well
directed kicks led to several Mayo scores.

Con Kelly and later Bes Taffe of Meath could make no impression against
this great football fenius who was always the complete master. A Number
of Meath supporters were heard to say that they never seen Frankie Byrne
N play so poorly. That is easily understood when one considers the great
display'of theman who was marking him. Peter Quinlan. He had an answer

to Byrne's every move and proceeded to outclass the match.

‘Mick Flanagan slipped the leather to Mongey who levelled the scores with
a neat point. At this stage, Hand (meath) retired injured and was replac-
ed by P Dixon Mongey and Carney changed places, but leath waisting few
scoring opportunities went futher ahead with points per Meegan and McDerm-
ott Carney pointed a Mayo free and two minutes later a cross by Muwlderrig
was gathered by J Gilvarry in the squmare and he blazed the ball past Smy-
th for Mayo's second goal.
MeDermott (meath) had a point before the interval when the scores stood;
Mayo 2-3; Meath 0-8;.

™ Favoured by the wind, Mayo attacked strongly on resuming but faulty shoot-
ing led to a number of wides. When Langan was fouled Carney pointed the
free and a few minutes later,Irwin receving from Gilvarry notched another
minor. Carping was wide from two close—in—frees and Mayo had a number of
futher wides before Wick Flanagan's great run through was folled by Heery
It was all Mayo at this stage and another great by Flangan was thwarted
on the goal line when Smyth dived at his feet.
After 22 minutes Hand returmed to the field in place of Heery who retired
However Mayo continued to have the better of matters and Carney streched
their lemd to four points when he pointed another free, Byrne had a Mea-
th finished well on top with points from Gilvarry and Carney:

Teams :-S Wynne J Forde P Prendergast S Flanagan (capt) J Staunton H Dixon
P Quinlan % Mongey J McAndrew P Irwin P Carney S Mulderrig M Flanagan T

Langan J Gilvarry.
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Sub: L Hastings for H Dizxon in second half,

Meath~K Smyth M O'Brien P O'Brein K McConmell J Heery (wapt) C Kelly C
‘Hand D Taaffe P Connell F Byrre M McDonnelliP Meegan B Smyth J Reilly P
McDermott, '

Subs :~P Dixon for Hand Hand for J Heery,.
Referee W Delaney (Leix).

Castlebar G.A.A.

Result Of Drawing Of Prizes On Mayo v Kerry Semi-final.

. The following people gave the correct score in the above sweep held and

Fﬁthe first prize of 10 was divided between them=
Patk Irwin Donn-Westport Mattie Reilly Castlebgr St, do; Patk Geraty ¥Var-.
naclay do #ay Duggan Chair Louisburgh Wm Murphy Gortopully Ballyglass Cla-
remorris Thos Varley Ballintuber do Dan Mac Mannion Glenhest M1 Kerrigan
Ivy House Castlebar Dan Callaghan McHale Rd do John Jordan c/o Lgvelled
do Jack Kasting Castle st do P Twiggs Duke st, do Ml Kilcourse National
Bank de-Paud Fallon Charles St do S Stone Chapel St do K Kiruane Knock

" Co.Mayo. B Alnsworth Thomas St Castlebar.
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